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NATIONAL EVENTS 
 
Union Government launched Phase-I 
of River Information System 
   Union Government on 6 January 2016 
launched the Phase-I of the River Information 
System (RIS) of India in New Delhi. It was 
inaugurated by Nitin Gadkari, the Union 
Minister of Shipping, Road Transport and 
Highways. 
   The Phase-I of the RIS, which is first of its 
kind in India, was launched on the Sagar- 
Farakka stretch of National Waterway-1 on 
River Ganges to facilitate safe and accurate 
navigation. 
   It will be implemented under the overall 
responsibility of Inland Waterway Authority of 
India, a statutory body administered by the 
Ministry of Shipping. 
Phase-I of RIS- 
•    In Phase-I, the vessels will be monitored by 
installing 7 remote (base station site) at the 
Haldia, Garden Reach (GR) Jetty, Tribeni, 
Swaroopganj, Kumarpur, Ballia and Farakka at 
a cost of 26.23 crores rupees. 
•    Further, there would be two control centers 
at Farakka and GR Jetty. Both the control 
stations will monitor the vessels plying in this 
river stretch via Automatic Identification 
System (AIS) and will communicate with 
Vessels via VHF. 
•    Under this project, there are 30 vessels which 
are also equipped with Inland AIS system, short 
range radar and VHF. 
Phase-II & Phase-III of RIS- 
   The Phase- II of the System from Farakka to 
Patna (410-km) and Phase-III from Patna to 
Varanasi (356-km) will also be implemented on 
priority. 
The Phase-II with six base and one control 
stations will entail an estimated cost of 15.89 
crore rupees whereas Phase-II with 4 base and 
one control stations will entail an estimated cost 
of 14.49 crores rupees. 
What is River Information Services (RIS)? 
•    River Information Services (RIS) are 
combination of modern tracking equipment 

related hardware and software designed to 
optimize traffic and transport processes in inland 
navigation. 
•    The system enhances swift electronic data 
transfer between mobile vessels and shore (Base 
stations) through advance and real-time 
exchange of information. 
•    RIS aims to streamline the exchange of 
information between waterway operators and 
users. 
What it would do? 
•    Enhance inland navigation safety in ports 
and rivers 
•    Better use of the inland waterways 
•    Environmental protection 
•    Enable achievement of safe and efficient 
inland water transport 
•    Avoid risks like Ship- to - Ship collisions, 
ship to bridge collisions and groundings 
Indian RIS is akin to system under operation in 
countries like the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Germany, China & USA. 
 
Union Government merged Ministry of 
Overseas Indian Affairs with MEA 
   The Union Government on 7 January 2016 
merged the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs 
(MOIA) with the Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) in keeping with its broad principle of 
Minimum Government, Maximum Governance. 
With this merger, the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, 
which used to be a flagship event of the MOIA 
will now be celebrated by the MEA on 9 
January. 
   The decision is expected to help government 
address duplication as well as unnecessary 
delays in various works. 
   The proposal for merger was approved by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Back in 2014 
during the run up to the Lok Sabha polls, the 
Bhartiye Janata party (BJP) ensured minimum 
government, maximum governance. 
Background- 
   The Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs 
(MOIA) was established in May 2004 as the 
Ministry of Non-Resident Indians' Affairs. 
However, it was renamed as the MOIA in 
September 2004. 
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   The primary task of the MOIA was to connect 
the Indian diaspora with its motherland. 
   Initially, there have been two separate 
ministers in charge of Ministry of Overseas 
Indian Affairs and the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA). However, since May 2014 
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and 
Minister of State in MEA VK Singh were 
handling both the ministries. 
 
French soldiers to march down 
Rajpath on Republic Day 2016 along 
with Indian troops 
   The French soldiers will march down the 
Rajpath on Republic Day along with Indian 
troops in the presence of President Francois 
Hollande.  
   Hollande is the Chief Guest for 26 January 
2016 celebrations.  
   This is the first time that a foreign army will 
participate in the 26th January Parade, since 
1950.  
   A French contingent, comprising 56 personnel 
of 35th Infantry Regiment of 7th Armoured 
Brigade, is already in the country to take part in 
a joint exercise, Shakti 2016, which began in 
Rajasthan on 8 January 2016. Some soldiers will 
also fly down from France to form a proper 
marching contingent. 
   Earlier similar event occurred in France when 
Indian troops drawn from the three services 
(Indian Army, Indian Navy and Indian Air 
Force) marched down the Champs Elysees in 
Paris along with French Army on the Bastille 
Day. The event was held on 14 July 2009 and 
saw participation of the Maratha light infantry, 
which is one of the oldest regiments of Indian 
Army.  
   Bastille Day (French National Day) is 
celebrated on 14 July each year. The French 
National Day commemorates the Storming of 
the Bastille on 14 July 1789, an important event 
in Paris that was the symbolic start of French 
revolution. 
 

President promulgated Enemy 
Property (Amendment and Validation) 
Ordinance, 2016 
   President Pranab Mukherjee on 7 January 
2016 promulgated the Enemy Property 
(Amendment and Validation) Ordinance, 2016 
to make amendments to the Enemy Property 
Act, 1968. 
   These amendments will help is dealing with 
the loopholes of the Enemy Property Act, 1968 
and ensure that the enemy properties that have 
been vested in the Custodian remain so and they 
do not revert back to the enemy subject or 
enemy firm. 
The amendments through the Ordinance 
include-  
• Once an enemy property is vested in the 
Custodian, it shall continue to be vested in him 
as enemy property irrespective of whether the 
enemy, enemy subject or enemy firm has ceased 
to be an enemy due to reasons such as death and 
others. 
• The law of succession does not apply to enemy 
property. 
• There cannot be transfer of any property vested 
in the Custodian by an enemy or enemy subject 
or enemy firm and that the Custodian shall 
preserve the enemy property till it is disposed of 
in accordance with the provisions of the Act.  
Background- 
   The Union Government enacted the Enemy 
Property Act in the year 1968 that provided for 
the continuous vesting of enemy property in the 
custodian. The Union Government through the 
Custodian of Enemy Property for India is in 
possession of enemy properties spread across 
many states in the country. In addition, there are 
also movable properties categorized as enemy 
properties. 
   To ensure that the enemy property continues 
to vest in the Custodian, appropriate 
amendments were brought in by way of an 
Ordinance in the Enemy Property Act, 1968 by 
the then Government in 2010. 
   However, the ordinance lapsed on 6 
September 2010. Later on 22 July 2010, it was 
introduced in Lok Sabha in form of a Bill but 
was withdrawn and another bill with modified 
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provisions was introduced in the Lok Sabha on 
15 November, 2010. 
   This bill was thereafter referred to the 
Standing Committee. However, the said bill 
could not be passed during the 15th term of the 
Lok Sabha and it lapsed. 
   In the wake of the Indo-Pak war of 1965 and 
1971, there was migration of people from India 
to Pakistan. Under the Defence of India Rules 
framed under the Defence of India Act, the 
Government of India took over the properties 
and companies of such persons who had taken 
Pakistani nationality. These enemy properties 
were vested by the Union Government in the 
Custodian of Enemy Property for India. 
   After the 1965 war, India and Pakistan signed 
the Tashkent Declaration on 10 January 1966. 
The Tashkent Declaration inter alia included a 
clause, which said that the two countries would 
discuss the return of the property and assets 
taken over by either side in connection with the 
conflict. However, the Government of Pakistan 
disposed of all such properties in their country 
in the year 1971 itself. 
 
Kerala became first State to achieve 
100% primary education 
   Kerala became the first state in the country to 
achieve 100 percent primary education. To this 
effect, a declaration was made by the Vice 
President of India Hamid Ansari on 12 January 
2016 at a special ceremony organised at 
Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala. 
   The success of Kerala in achieving total 
primary education can be attributed to various 
initiatives undertaken by the Kerala Literacy 
Mission in the last two decades. 
Especially, the Athulyam Scheme, which was 
implemented in two stages, played a key role in 
addressing the educational needs of illiterate 
adults. 
   The second stage of the scheme, 
namely Mission 676, targeted those between 
ages 15 and 50 who, for one reason or the other, 
dropped out of the formal education process. 
   Prior to the Athulyam Scheme, the fourth 
standard equivalency programme was started in 
2000 in association with local bodies. 

   As a result, Kannur became the first district in 
the country to achieve total primary education in 
2001. 
 
PM Narendra Modi launched Start-up 
India initiative 
   Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 16 January 
2016 launched Start-up India initiative to 
augment startup ecosystem in the country. The 
initiative was launched in New Delhi. 
   On this occasion, the Prime Minister also 
unveiled Start-up India, Stand-up India Action 
Plan which contained a slew of financial, policy 
and regulatory measures aimed at giving 
impetus to innovation and entrepreneurship in 
the country. 
Key features of Start-up India, Stand-up 
India Action Plan- 
• A separate fund will be created with 10000 
crore rupees corpus for development and growth 
of innovation driven enterprises. It will be 2500 
crore rupees a year for four years. 
• The Atal Innovation Mission was announced 
with a focus on strengthening incubation 
facilities for startups. Under the mission, among 
other things, pre-incubation training will be 
offered to willing entrepreneurs. 
• Under the mission, 35 new incubators, 7 new 
research parks, 31 innovation centres will be set 
up at the premier technology institutes under the 
public private partnership mode. 
• 500 sector specific incubators, including 5 new 
Bio clusters will be established across the 
country. 
• An innovation programme will be launched in 
5 lakh schools across the country to nurture 
innovation among 10 lakh children. 
• Profits of Start-up units will be made tax-free 
for 3 years and there will be a moratorium on 
labour inspections for the first 3 years of 
operations. 
• Capital gains tax to be exempted for venture 
capital investments. However, the exemption 
will be applicable only when only when the 
proceeds are invested in another startup. 
• New scheme will be launched to 
provide Intellectual Property Rights 
protection to start-ups and new firms. 
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• Liberalised Fast-track mechanism will be 
evolved to process startup patent applications 
under IPR protection with 80 percent reduction 
in registration fee. 
• Self-certification based compliance 
regime will be followed in relation to labour and 
environmental laws.  
• A new mobile app to enable start-ups to 
register themselves within a day and a portal to 
apply for clearances online will be operation 
from 1 April 2016. 
• Easier exits for failed ventures with a provision 
for winding them up within 90 days under the 
Bankruptcy and Insolvency Bill, 2015. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
EVENTS 

 
Russia tied up with HAL to 
manufacture Kamov 226T helicopters 
  Russia's Rostech State Corporation on 29 
December 2015 tied up with Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) to manufacture at 
least 200 Kamov 226T light helicopters. The 
Kamov will replace the ageing fleet of Cheetah 
and Chetak. 
   The deal is estimated to be worth 1 billion US 
dollars and is the first Russian-Indian high-tech 
project implemented by the Indian government 
within the framework of the Make in 
India initiative. 
   During Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit 
to Moscow in December 2015, an agreement 
was signed between the two countries on 
cooperation in the field of helicopter 
manufacturing. 
   As per the terms of deal, Rostech will organise 
in India the production of Russian Ka-226T and 
its modifications. The agreement also provides 
for maintenance, operation and repair of 
helicopters. 
About Kamov 226T- 
• The Kamov Ka-226 is a small, twin-engined 
Russian utility helicopter. 
• Variants of the Ka-226 have the NATO 
reporting name of Hoodlum. 
• The variants of Kamov Ka-226 are: Ka-
226AG, Ka-226T and Ka-226TG. 
• Instead of Rolls-Royce 250C engines, Kamov 
226T is fitted with the more powerful 
Turbomeca Arrius 2G1. Each engine provides 
670 shp, increasing the service ceiling to around 
7000 m, providing improved high altitude and 
high temperature operation. 
 
India-Nepal Bus Service resumed after 
27 years 
   India-Nepal Bus Service on 4 January 2016 
resumed after a gap of 27 years. The service was 
suspended 27 years ago in the wake of the Indo-
Nepal Trade and Transit Treaty. 

   The service runs between Kanchanpur in 
Nepal, which is close to Banbasa border in 
Champavat district of Uttarakhand, and Anand 
Vihar ISBT in Delhi. 
   To travel in these buses, no special documents 
are required as both the countries share open 
border. 
   The service is expected to benefit people 
living along the border areas as they have family 
as well as trade relations with each other. 
And, it is also expected to benefit around 10000 
Nepalis who travel from Kanchanpur district, 
Dandel Dhura, Voti, Sapen, Acham, Kalali, 
Jagbuddha and Siddhartha Nagar areas in Nepal. 
 
Process to formulate new constitution 
began in Sri Lanka 
   Sri Lanka on 9 January 2016 began the 
process to formulate new constitution. In this 
regard, the Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe presented a resolution in the 
Parliament to set up a Constitutional Assembly. 
   The primary objective behind framing the new 
constitution is to replace the current executive 
president headed constitution adopted in 1978. 
   The present constitution, especially the 
powerful nature of the Presidency, has become 
controversial due to the growing authoritarian 
tendencies in a single office. 
Details related to constitution making 
process- 
• The proposed Constitutional Assembly (CA) 
will consist of incumbent members of 
parliament as its members. 
• The CA will evolve a Constitution Bill, as per 
the Article 75 of the Constitution, after the 
completion of deliberations and collecting views 
and advice from the people. 
• The Speaker of Parliament will be the 
Chairman of the Constitutional Assembly and 
there will be seven Deputy Chairmen of the 
Constitutional Assembly, who shall be elected 
by the Constitutional Assembly. 
• However, the primary responsibility of 
drafting the constitution will rest on a steering 
committee of 17 members. 
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• To come into effect, the draft Constitution Bill 
should be approved the Parliament with a 
special majority followed by a referendum. 
 
Taiwan elected Tsai Ing-wen as first 
female President 
   Opposition candidate of Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP) Tsai Ing-wen on 16 
January 2016 won a landslide victory in 
Taiwan's presidential election, making her the 
island's first female president. 
   Tsai's commanding victory brings to power 
DPP, which supports Taiwan's formal 
independence from China, a red line for Beijing, 
which claims the island as its territory. 
   Her victory brings the biggest mandate ever 
won by a DPP president. It is the second-ever 
victory for the DPP since Taiwan split with 
China in 1949. 
   In the 2016 general elections, DPP led by Tsai 
emerged victorious with 56 percent of the total 
vote share. She defeated Eric Chu of the ruling 
Kuomintang (KMT) Party that secured 31 
percent vote share. Chu also made the 
announcement of quitting as KMT head. 
Taiwan's Premier Mao Chi-kuo also resigned. 
About Tsai Ing-wen- 
• Born on 31 August 1956 in Taipei, Taiwan, 
Tsai graduated from the College of Law, 
National Taiwan University in 1978. She 
obtained a Master of Laws at Cornell University 
Law School in 1980 and then a Ph.D. in law at 
the London School of Economics in 1984. 
• Upon her return to Taiwan, she taught law at 
Soochow University School of Law and 
National Chengchi University both in Taipei, 
Taiwan. 
 
French President Francois Hollande 
declared economic emergency 
   French President Francois Hollande on 18 
January 2016 declared a state of economic and 
social emergency to redefine country’s 
economic and social model. 
   To tackle the emergency, Hollande unveiled a 
2 billion euro plan to revive hiring and catch up 
with a fast-moving world economy. 

   Also, the government has proposed series of 
economic measures to revive long-stagnant 
economic growth and reduce chronic 
unemployment, which has been around 10 
percent for years. 
Proposed measures to be taken by French 
Government are: 
• Under a two-year scheme, companies 
employing fewer than 250 people will receive a 
2000 euro bonus for each new employee with a 
contract of more than six months, under certain 
conditions. 
• One billion euros will be spent on training 
schemes for unemployed people. 
• About 500000 vocational training schemes will 
be created. 
• Updating country’s labour-friendly business 
model in an increasingly online and border-free 
economy. 
• Loosening of France's rigid working time 
rules. 
• Integrating youth from France's troubled 
suburbs, including minorities who face job 
discrimination, into the global economy. 
The government will also include a few 
measures in draft economic reform laws which 
will be presented in the parliament in the 
coming weeks. 
 
Union Cabinet approved MoU between 
India & UK on cooperation in 
governance reforms 
   The Union Cabinet on 20 January 2016 gave 
its ex-post facto approval for the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) between India and 
United Kingdom on cooperation in governance 
reforms. 
   The MoU, which was signed in November 
2015, seeks to extend bilateral cooperation in 
public administration and governance reforms. 
Features of the MoU- 
• It covers areas of cooperation such as sharing 
good governance practices in public 
administration, user led service design, reducing 
bureaucracy in service delivery and government 
process re-engineering. 
• It will also cover reforms towards 
strengthening of social security, collaboration 
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between Government and Industry on staff 
management, crisis and disaster Management 
and digital transformation of government among 
others. 
• It will help in understanding the system of 
customer oriented public service delivery in UK 
with reference to rapidly changing environments 
in the area of public service management and 
enable in adapting some of the best practices in 
the Indian Public Service Delivery System. 
• A Joint Working Group on Public 
Administration and Governance will be 
responsible for implementation of the MoU. 
• The First Joint Working Group (JWG) meeting 
under the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) is scheduled to be held in January 2016 
in London. 
 
Comment- 
   The MoU facilitates India to learn best 
administrative practices from the UK which is 
renowned for its Right to Information Act, 
Ombudsmen and Citizen Charter initiatives in 
the field of public administration. 
   The MoU is part of India’s efforts in seeking 
international collaboration for initiatives in good 
governance and administrative reforms. 
   The Department of Administrate reforms and 
Public Grievances (DARPG), which is a part of 
the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances 
and Pensions, has so far entered into similar 
bilateral MoUs with China, Malaysia, Singapore 
and a trilateral MoU with Brazil and South 
Africa. 
 
India-France signed 14 Agreements 
including 36 Rafale Aircraft deal 
   India and France on 25 January 2016 inked 14 
Agreements/MoUs in Delhi. The agreements 
including MoU on purchase of 36 Rafale 
Aircrafts were signed during the State Visit of 
President Francois Hollande of France to India. 
   Hollande was the Chief Guest at the 67th 
India’s Republic Day (26 January 2016) 
celebrations. He was the fifth French leader to 
be a chief guest at India’s Republic Day 
celebrations, maximum number from any 
country so far. 

The  agreements / MoUs are- 
• MoU on purchase of 36 Rafale Aircrafts 
• Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
and Centre National D'études Spatiales (CNES) 
Implementation Arrangement on hosting Argos-
4 Payload onboard India’s Oceansat-3 satellite 
• ISRO and CNES Implementation Arrangement 
on a future joint Thermal Infrared earth 
observation mission 
• Letter of Intent on CNES, France participation 
in ISRO’s next Mars Mission 
• Shareholding Agreement on JV between 
Alstom and Indian Railways for production of 
800 electric locomotives in Madhepura Bihar 
• Agreement between Indian Railways and 
SNCF, French Railways for joint feasibility 
study for the renovation of Ludhiana and 
Ambala railway stations 
• MOU between Food Safety & Standards 
Authority of India and Agence nationale de 
sécurité sanitaire de l'alimentation (ANSES) in 
food safety 
• Partnership Agreement on Cooperation in 
Public Administration between Ministry of 
Personnel & Public Grievances and French  
• Declaration of Intent for conducting next 
round of Namaste France (Indian festival) in 
2016 and Bonjour India (French festival) 2017 
• Cultural Exchange Programme for the period 
2016-2018 
• Arrangement for establishment of an Indo- 
French Ministerial level Joint Committee on 
Science & Technology 
• MoU for Industry Sponsored PhD Fellowship 
between IIT Mumbai and Thales Systemes 
Aeroportes 
• Cooperation Agreement between IISER, Pune 
and ENS de Lyon (France) for joint research, 
teaching, exchange of personnel etc. 
• Agreement of Cooperation between CNRS, 
TB, UBO, UBS, ENSTA Bretagne, ENIB 
(French Universities) and IIT Mumbai in the 
field of Higher Education & Research. 
   These agreements were inked a day after the 
two nations exchanged 16 agreements at the 
India-France Business Summit in Chandigarh on 
24 January 2016. 
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SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
WHO declared end of Ebola outbreak 
in West Africa 
   The World Health Organisation (WHO) on 14 
January 2016 declared West Africa free from 
Ebola outbreak. The decision was taken by the 
WHO as all known chains of transmission have 
been stopped in Liberia, which was worst 
affected among all the nations in the region. 
   The declaration came 42 days (two 21-day 
incubation cycles of the virus) after the last 
confirmed patient in Liberia tested negative for 
the disease 2 times. 
   Since its outbreak in December 2013 in the 
region, Liberia was worst hit as it killed 4809 
people in the country. And, the region as a 
whole saw around 11000 deaths due to the 
outbreak. 
   Apart from Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea 
were the other two most affected nations in the 
region. They were declared Ebola free in 
November 2015 and December 2015 
respectively. 
   In the case of Liberia, the country was first 
declared free of Ebola transmission in May 
2015, but the virus was re-introduced twice 
since then, with the latest flare-up in November. 
 
NASA launched SpaceX Falcon 9 
Rocket with Jason-3 Ocean-monitoring 
satellite 
  The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) on 17 January 2016 
launched the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from 
California’s Vandenberg Air Force Base in the 
USA. 
   The rocket carried the ocean monitoring 
satellite Jason-3 on board and successfully 
inserted it in the desired orbit. However, the 
rocket failed a return landing on a drone    
platform in the Pacific Ocean. 
The Jason-3 satellite will examine the 
topography of the ocean floor to help study 

effects of climate change or human-induced 
changes on the ocean. 
 
Features of Jason-3 Mission- 
• It is the fourth mission in U.S.-European series 
of satellite missions that measure the height of 
the ocean surface.  
• It is also expected to help the USA in better 
forecasting of hurricane forecasting and marine 
navigation. 
• It will extend the time series of ocean surface 
topography measurements (the hills and valleys 
of the ocean surface) begun by the 
TOPEX/Poseidon satellite mission in 1992 and 
continuing through the currently operating 
Jason-1 and Jason-2 missions. 
• The Jason-1 and OSTM/Jason-2 missions were 
launched in 2001 and 2008 respectively. 
• These measurements provide scientists with 
critical information about circulation patterns in 
the ocean and about both global and regional 
changes in sea level and the climate implications 
of a warming world. 
• The primary instrument on Jason-3 is a radar 
altimeter. The altimeter will measure sea-level 
variations over the global ocean with very high 
accuracy (as 1.3 inches or 3.3 centimeters, with 
a goal of achieving 1 inch or 2.5 centimeters). 
 
PSLV-C31 successfully launched 
IRNSS-1E satellite 
   The Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) on 20 January 2016 successfully 
launched the Indian Regional Navigational 
Satellite System (IRNSS) 1-E satellite. The 
satellite will provide navigation, tracking and 
mapping services to the Indian sub continent. 
   The satellite is the fifth of the IRNSS 
constellation. It was launched from the Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre (SHAR), Sriharikota in 
Andhra Pradesh on-board the PSLV-C31. 
   The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV)-
C31 was the 32nd consecutively successful 
mission of the PSLV. The 'XL' configuration of 
PSLV was used for this mission. 
   This is the eleventh time ‘XL’ configuration 
was flown, earlier ten being PSLV-
C11/Chandrayaan-1, PSLV-C17/GSAT-12, 
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PSLV-C19/RISAT-1, PSLV-C22/IRNSS-
1A, PSLV-C25/Mars Orbiter Spacecraft, PSLV-
C24/IRNSS-1B, PSLV-C26/IRNSS-1C, PSLV-
C27/IRNSS-1D, PSLV-C28/DMC-3 and PSLV-
C30/ASTROSAT  missions. 
 
Features of IRNSS-1E- 
• IRNSS-1E, weighing 1425 kg, is the fifth of 
the seven satellites constituting the IRNSS.  
• IRNSS-1A, 1B and 1C and 1D, the first four 
satellites of the constellation, were successfully 
launched by PSLV in July 2013, April 2014, 
October 2014 and March 2015 respectively. 
• IRNSS -1E carries two types of payloads – 
navigation payload and ranging payload.  
• The navigation payload of IRNSS-1E will 
transmit navigation service signals to the users. 
This payload will be operating in L5-band and 
S-band.  
• A highly accurate Rubidium atomic clock is 
part of the navigation payload of the satellite.  
• The ranging payload of IRNSS-1E consists of 
a C-band transponder which facilitates accurate 
determination of the range of the satellite. 
IRNSS-1E also carries Corner Cube Retro 
Reflectors for laser ranging. 
Features of IRNSS- 
• It consists of seven satellites to provide real-
time data on the position of objects to aid road, 
air and maritime traffic apart from providing 
mapping and tracking services. 
• It is an independent regional navigation 
satellite system designed to provide position 
information in the Indian region and 1500 km 
around the Indian mainland.  
• It would provide two types of services, 
namely, Standard Positioning Services (SPS), 
which will be provided to all users, and 
Restricted Services (RS) that will be provided to 
authorised users only. 
• Out of the seven satellites of the system, three 
are geostationary and four are non-
geostationary. 
• The remaining satellites of this constellation, 
namely, IRNSS-1F and IRNSS-1G, are expected 
to be launched in February 2016 and March 
2016 respectively. 

• By using the IRNSS as a platform, the 
Government of India is planning to launch its 
own Global Navigational Satellite 
Services, GINS (Global Indian Navigation 
Satellite) system. It is similar to the Global 
Positioning System (GPS) of the USA. 
 
First infected case of mosquito-borne 
Zinka virus recorded in the US 
   A mosquito-borne virus called Zinka was in 
news in the third week of January 2016. It was 
found that the virus is spreading rapidly through 
the American continent. 
   The first case was confirmed in Texas, USA in 
January 2016 when a traveler returning from 
Latin America. 
   The disease caused by this virus is not fatal 
and lasts up to a week, but it was identified that 
there is a possible link between the virus and a 
birth defect called microcephaly that causes 
babies to be born with abnormally small heads 
and potential developmental problems.  
About Zinka virus- 
• It is a virus that can make people sick with 
rash, fever, joint pain, and pinkeye, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control. 
• It is related to other mosquito-borne illnesses 
including Dengue and Chikungunya that are 
considered rising threats as global travel 
increases their reach. 
• It can be transmitted when someone with the 
virus is bitten by a mosquito and then that 
mosquito bites another human. 
• The virus can move to new areas when 
mosquitoes hitch a ride on travelers or cargo, or 
when infected patients travel to new territory 
and are bitten by mosquitoes there. 
• The Zika virus was first identified in Uganda 
in 1947. 
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ECONOMY 
 
DAC approved major changes in 
Defence Procurement Procedure 
   The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) 
chaired by Union Defence Minister Manohar 
Parrikar on 11 January 2016 approved major 
changes in the new Defence Procurement 
Procedure (DPP) 2016. 
   The DPP 2016, which will take at least 
another two months for it to be notified, allows 
government funds up to 90 percent of 
development costs to private companies to push 
research and innovation. It also aims to enhance 
private sector participation and speed up 
procurement process. 
  The new DPP will streamline defence 
acquisitions and give a big impetus to 
indigenisation through the Make in India 
initiative. 
Key highlights of DPP 2016- 
• A new category will be created to promote 
domestic manufacturing, including government 
funding for Research & Development and 
recognition of the Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises in technology development. 
• Under the new category for Indigenously 
Designed, Developed and Manufactured 
(IDDM) equipment, it will be mandatory for 40 
percent of the content to be sourced locally. 
• Validity of the Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) 
has been brought down to six months from the 
earlier one year. It will help the defence forces 
to issue tenders faster. 
• Addition of the policy to fund Indian private 
entities in R&D to encourage more local 
development. 
 
President gave nod to Sugar Cess 
(Amendment) Bill, 2015 
   President Pranab Mukherjee on 8 January 
2016 gave his assent to the Sugar Cess 
(Amendment) Bill, 2015. The bill raises the 
ceiling of the impost from 25 to 200 rupees per 
quintal, which will help sugarcane growers and 
cash-starved mills. 

   The bill was passed by Lok Sabha on 15 
December 2015. However, the opposition 
members had joined ranks in the Rajya Sabha to 
oppose its consideration on 23 December 2015. 
   The bill, which was declared a money bill, 
became a law after President Mukherjee’s nod 
as it was not returned by the Upper House to the 
Lok Sabha within 14 days of its consideration 
there, as required under the rules. 
Key highlights of Sugar Cess (Amendment) 
Bill, 2015- 
• The Sugar Cess (Amendment) Act, 2015 has 
amended the Sugar Cess Act, 1982. 
• The principal Act provides for the imposition 
of a cess as an excise duty on the production of 
sugar. The rate of sugar cess is notified by the 
central government from time to time. The 
principal Act specifies the ceiling on the cess at 
25 rupees per quintal under the Act. The Bill 
proposes to increase this ceiling to 200 rupees 
per quintal of sugar.   
• The cess was proposed to be increased in order 
to meet the government’s expenditure on 
interventions to ensure payment of dues to 
sugarcane farmers. 
 
Union Government granted 
Infrastructure Status to Shipyard 
Industry 
   The Union Government on 20 January 2016 
granted Infrastructure Status to the Shipyard 
Industry in a bid to ease its financial stress. 
With the granting of the infrastructure status, the 
shipyards will be able to avail flexible long-term 
funding at lower costs. 
Benefits of the status- 
• With this inclusion, the financial stress on the 
shipyard industry will be eased substantially. 
• The shipyards will be able to avail flexible 
structuring of long-term project loans, long-term 
funding from infrastructure funds at lower rates 
of interest. 
• It will also be able to avail longer tenure 
equivalent to the economic life of their assets, 
relaxed ECB norms, issuance of infrastructure 
bonds as well as benefits under Income Tax Act, 
1961. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
 
Snowflake Corals growth off 
Thiruvananthapuram poses threat to 
Marine Ecology 
   Scuba divers working for Friends of Marine 
Life (FML) in December 2015 recorded the 
presence of several colonies of the fast-growing 
alien species Snowflake Coral (Carijoa riisei) 
off the coast of Thiruvananthpuram and 
Kanyakumari. Friends of Marine Life (FML) is 
a local NGO. 
   As per scientists colonies of the snowflake, an 
invasive species, could pose a serious threat to 
the marine ecology of the region.  
   The species was found amid clusters of rocky 
reef off the coast of Kovalam at 10 meter depth 
in Thiruvananthapuram and Enayam at 18 meter 
depth in Kanyakumari. 
   The species was documented as part of a 
research project harnessing the traditional 
knowledge of the fishermen community to 
access the marine biodiversity of the region. The 
project was coordinated by researcher Robert 
Panipilla. 
Snowflake Coral (Carijoa riisei)- 
• Carijoa riisei, the snowflake coral (branched 
pipe coral), is a species of soft coral in the 
family Clavulariidae.  
• It is native to the tropical western Atlantic 
Ocean, the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of 
Mexico. Its range extends from South Carolina 
to Brazil. 
• But at present it has spread to other areas of 
the world such as Hawaii, where it is regarded 
as an invasive species.  
• It is a shade-loving species and grows on 
underwater hard surfaces away from direct 
sunlight. These include caves, overhangs, ledges 
and under piers. It is a fouling organism and will 
grow on metal, wood, concrete, plastic and 
rope.  
• It thrives in turbid water with moderate to 
strong currents or wave action. 
• It has the capacity to dominate space and 
crowd out other marine organisms. 
 

Ganga Gram Yojana launched 
   The Union Minister of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Uma 
Bharti on 5 January 2016 launched Ganga Gram 
Yojana at Village Puth in Hapur district of Uttar 
Pradesh (UP). 
   Under the scheme, 1600 villages that are 
situated along the banks of river Ganga will be 
developed. 
   In the first phase of the Ganga Gram Yojana, 
200 villages in UP have been selected. 
   Government will spend one crore rupees on 
every village under this programme. 
   It would be mandatory for every household in 
selected villages to have functional toilets. 
   In these villages, open drains falling into river 
Ganga will be diverted and alternative 
arrangements for sewage treatment will be 
made. 
   Union Ministry of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation also 
deployed the first company of “Ganga Task 
force Battalion” to fast track implementation of     
Namami Gange Programme. 
   It was deployed at Garhmukteshwar town in 
Hapur district of UP. 
   Three such companies will be deployed soon 
at Kanpur, Varanasi and Allahabad. 
   The Jawans of the Ganga Task force will be 
deployed on the banks of the river Ganga to 
ensure that industry and civilians do not pollute 
the river. 
 
Union Government decided to shift to 
BS-VI Emission norms directly from 
BS-IV in 2020 
   Union Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways on 7 January 2016 decided to 
implement the Bharat Stage (BS) VI norms from 
1 April 2020 to curb vehicular pollution. 
   The decision was taken at an inter-ministerial 
meeting was chaired by Union Road Transport 
and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari. 
   At present, BS-IV emission norms are in 
progress and they would be switched over to 
BS-VI emission norms by skipping BS-V 
emission norms altogether. 
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   Currently, BS-IV petrol and diesel are being 
supplied in whole of Northern India covering 
Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Haryana, 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Delhi and parts 
of Rajasthan and western UP. The rest of the 
country has BS-III grade fuel. 
   From 1 April, 2016, all of Goa, Kerala, 
Karnataka, Telangana, Odisha, Union 
Territories of Daman and Diu, Dadra-Nagar-
Haveli and Andaman & Nicobar will get BS-IV 
fuel. The rest of the country is scheduled to get 
supplies of BS-IV from 1 April, 2017. 
    In BS-V, vehicles have to be fitted with a 
diesel particulate filter, which needs to be 
optimised for Indian road conditions. In stage 
VI, selective catalytic reduction technology has 
to be optimised. At each stage, the technology 
would have to be validated over 6 lakh to 7 lakh 
kilometers. 
Effects of the Decision- 
On Petrol Cars 
• About 25% reduction in Oxides of Nitrogen 
On Diesel Cars 
• About 43% reductions in combination of 
hydrocarbons and oxides of Nitrogen. 
• About 68% reduction in Oxides of Nitrogen 
• About 82% reduction in particulate matter 
On Heavy Duty Vehicles 
• About 71% reduction in of hydrocarbons 
• About 87%  reduction in Oxides of Nitrogen 
• About 67% reduction in particulate matter 
   Further, to meet cleaner BS (Euro)-IV/V fuel 
specifications by 2020, oil refineries will need to 
invest a huge amount of 80000 crore rupees in 
upgrading petrol and diesel quality. This 
mentioned amount is needed for BS-V norms, 
even though there is technologically not much 
difference between BS-V and VI. 
   It is in light of this huge investment required 
to transit to BS-VI norms, the automobile 
industry is resisting the move as it will increase 
the cost for them. 
 
World Bank to fund 20 million US 
dollar for reconstructing Indira 
Gandhi Zoological Park 
    In a global first, the World Bank in third week 
of January 2016 decided to extend an assistance 

of 20 million US dollar to help reconstruct the 
Indira Gandhi Zoological Park (IGZP), which 
got devastated during cyclone Hudhud in 
October 2014, in Visakhapatnam. 
   It is the very first time in the history of the 
World Bank that it is directly involved in a zoo. 
The decision is a new addition in the portfolio of 
the bank as part of its ever-expanding work on 
urban regeneration. 
   The funding is a part of the 370 million US 
dollar Andhra Pradesh Disaster Recovery 
Project for which the bank is extending 
assistance of 250 million US dollars from 2015-
2020. 
   The four coastal districts of Visakhapatnam, 
Srikakulam, Vizianagaram and East Godavari 
are expected to get 20 million US dollar for 
forest restoration and disaster prevention 
measures. 
Destruction by Cyclone Hudhud in IGZP- 
• According to a damages needs assessment 
report by the World Bank, almost 40 percent of 
the trees of the complex were flattened and a 
larger number were damaged. 
• Some 180 birds and animals escaped from 
their enclosures as the cages were badly 
damaged and 11 animals died due to the 
cyclone. 
• The enclosures for tiger, python and the white 
tiger were severely damaged. 
• The offices including the veterinary hospital 
were also affected and the compound wall was 
breached in several places. 
• The adjoining Kambalakonda Wildlife 
Sanctuary was also damaged. 
About Indira Gandhi Zoological Park 
• Indira Gandhi Zoological Park is situated 
amidst Kambalakonda Reserve Forest in 
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 
• The park is named after the former Prime 
Minister of India, Indira Gandhi. 
• It was declared open to the public on 19 May 
1977. 
• It covers an area of 625 acres and is situated 
amidst the scenic Eastern Ghats of India. It is 
surrounded by Eastern Ghats on three sides and 
Bay of Bengal on the fourth side. 
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• Nearly eighty species of animals numbering to 
about eight hundred are present in the zoo. 
 
Snow Leopard spotted for the first 
time in North Sikkim 
   WWF-India on 27 January 2016 claimed that 
they spotted the endangered snow leopards for 
the first time in the North Sikkim Plateau. The 
elusive snow leopard was found during its pilot 
project in which they installed camera traps in 
the region to understand the occurrence of snow 
leopards in the region. 
   The camera traps helped them to yield results 
with the first photos of the species at four 
different locations in North Sikkim. 
   Earlier, presence of snow leopards in the high 
altitudes of North Sikkim area were provided 
only by the yak herders, known as ‘Dokpas’, but 
these pictures have provided the first tangible 
evidence of their existence. 
   Besides capturing the snow leopard, the pilot 
project also helped in capturing other mountain 
wildlife like rare pallas cat, blue sheep and the 
Tibetan argali. It has also provided visual 
documentation on free-ranging dogs and the 
areas they move in. 
   WWF-India’s work on snow leopard  
To understand the snow leopard’s status and 
distribution in India, WWF-India has been 
working in Jammu & Kashmir, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Sikkim since 2006. The work was 
started to fill the vast gaps in knowledge on 
snow leopards from this important snow leopard 
habitat. 
   Its work of setting camera traps in Sikkim 
began in 2015 under the project Conservation 
and Adaptation in Asia's High Mountains. The 
project aims at developing climate smart snow 
leopard conservation plan. Large part of the 
project is funded by USAID in six Asian snow 
leopard range countries. 
About Snow Leopard- 
• Commonly referred as ‘Ghost of the 
Mountains’, these species are the 
undisputed monarch of the high altitudes. 
• The snow leopard, a flagship species of the 
high altitudes, is a Schedule I animal under 
the Wildlife Protection Act of India. 

• The animal is listed as endangered by 
the IUCN’s Red List of Threatened Species. 
• Information on its distribution is scanty 
because its current range is poorly mapped 
mainly due to the high and inhospitable terrain. 
• Snow Leopard, scientific name Uncia uncia or 
Panthera uncial, is the state animal of Himachal 
Pradesh. 
 
New bird species named Himalayan 
Forest Thrush found in India 
   A team of scientists discovered a new bird 
species named Himalayan Forest Thrush in 
northeastern India and adjacent parts of China. 
   The species was discovered after noticing that 
a bird, known as a brush that lived in the forest, 
sang differently than the same bird that lived in 
the mountains. 
   The new species has been given scientific 
name Zoothera salimalii after famous 
ornithologist and naturalist Salim Ali who has 
made significant contributions to ornithology in 
India. 
Key facts related to Zoothera salimalii- 
• The Himalayan forest thrush is the fourth bird 
species to be discovered in India since 1947. 
• It is the first Indian bird named after late Salim 
Ali. 
• Researchers Per Alstrom and Shashank Dalvi 
first discovered the species in May-June 2009 
while studying birds at high elevations in 
western Arunachal Pradesh. 
• It was found that instead of a single species - 
plain-backed thrush (Zoothera mollissima) - as 
believed till now, there existed two different 
species in the eastern Himalayas. 
• The Himalayan forest thrush was overlooked 
till now due to its close similarity in appearance 
to the plain-based thrush, renamed now as alpine 
thrush. 
• Studies of specimens stored in 15 museums 
across seven countries revealed there were 
differences in plumage and structure of the 
Himalayan forest thrush and the alpine thrush. 
• It was found that the Himalayan forest thrush 
breeding in coniferous and mixed forests of 
eastern Himalayas was not classified separately 
till now. 
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• Scientists found that Himalayan forest thrush 
found in forests had a rather musical call, 
whereas alpine thrush found in the same region 
on bare rocky habitats above the treeline had a 
much harsher, scratchier and unmusical call. 
• Further analyses of plumage, structure, call, 
DNA and ecology throughout the range revealed 
the presence of a third species - Sichuan forest 
thrush - in central China. It has an even more 
musical call than that of the Himalayan forest 
thrush. 
 
New tree frog genus discovered in 
forests of north-eastern India 
   Professor Sathyabhama Das Biju, popularly 
known as the frogman of India, and his team of 
researchers discovered a new genus of tree hole-
breeding frogs in the forests of India's northeast 
and China. 
   The team comprised PhD students of Biju and 
researchers from National Centre for Cell 
Science (Pune), University of Peradeniya (Sri 
Lanka), Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Belgium) 
and American Museum of Natural History 
(USA). 
   The findings were published on 20 January 
2016 in a paper titledFrankixalus, a new 
rhacophorid genus of tree hole-breeding frog 
with oophagous tadpoles in the international 
journal PLoS One. 
   The genus has been named Frankixalus after 
Professor Franky Bossuyt of Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel for his contribution to amphibian 
research. 
Key characteristics of Frankixalus- 
• The genus includes a species first described in 
1876 based solely on museum specimens. 
• The newfound frog populations live and breed 
in pools of water in holes in the trunks of 
canopy trees — a lifestyle that likely kept them 
off scientists’ radar. 
• Tadpoles eat their mother’s eggs for 
sustenance, a common practice among frogs that 
live in low-resource environments. 
How the frogs were discovered? 
• In 1870, British naturalist T C Jerdon collected 
two specimens of a tree frog from forests of 

Darjeeling and preserved them at Natural 
History Museum, London. 
• The frog was not found in the wild for over 
150 years and was scientifically deemed lost. It 
remained a mysterious creature-a victim of 
mistaken identity ever since. 
• The overlooked specimens in London were 
pulled out of the museum cabinets and studied, 
and the team conducted extensive field work for 
three years in the forests of Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura, 
Sikkim and Darjeeling. 
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SPORTS 
 
Justice RM Lodha Committee 
submitted its report to Supreme Court 
   Justice RM Lodha Committee on IPL spot 
fixing on 4 January 2015 submitted its report to 
the Supreme Court suggesting reforms in the 
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI). 
   The panel has recommended separate 
governing bodies for IPL and BCCI, with 
limited autonomy for the IPL Governing 
Council. It has also recommended legalizing 
betting. 
Key Recommendations Proposed- 
• It proposed that no Minister or government 
servant should become a BCCI office-bearer. 
• It suggested that the BCCI office-bearer's term 
should not exceed more than two consecutive 
terms. 
• It suggests that any BCCI office-bearer cannot 
hold two posts at the same time. 
• It proposed the constitution and establishment 
of a players' association. 
• It asks for restructuring of the BCCI 
constitution. 
• It says that one association from each state 
should be a member of the BCCI. 
• At present BCCI have 34 members of which 
few are inactive ones like Railways and 
Services. It recommended relegation of 
Railways, Services and other members who 
don't have competitive presence, to affiliate 
status without voting rights. 
• For the creation of the players' association, it 
suggests for a steering committee headed by 
former Home Secretary G K Pillai with 
Mohinder Amarnath, Diana Eduljee and Anil 
Kumble as members.  
• It suggests that the day to day management of 
the BCCI should be conducted by a CEO, who 
should be assisted by six professional managers. 
They will be responsible to an apex council.  
• It suggests that the apex council of the BCCI 
should constitute of 9 members of whom 5 will 
be elected, 2 will be representatives of the 
players' association, and one will be a woman. 

Creation of 3 Committees for smooth 
functioning of BCCI 
   It recommended the creation of three other 
authorities for the smooth functioning of the 
BCCI.  
These are- 
Ombudsman: It suggests creation of an 
ombudsman who should be a judge of the 
Supreme Court or a retired judge of a High 
Court. The ombudsman will preside over the 
internal disputes resolution mechanism, disputes 
between BCCI and members, BCCI and 
associates, breaches by administrators, players, 
team officials etc. He/she will have an additional 
role - handling grievances concerning access to 
stadia, manipulation in ticket distribution etc. 
Ethics Officer: It suggested for creation of a 
second authority as an ethics officer who would 
be a former high court judge. He/she will 
administer the issues relating to the conflict of 
interest, misdemeanour, misbehaviour or 
corruption issues.  
Electoral Officer: It also suggested creation of 
third authority in form of an electoral officer 
who should be nominated at least 2 weeks 
before the election. He/she will be a former 
election commissioner of India and will oversee 
the entire BCCI election process relating to the 
office bearers, namely preparation of voters list, 
publication, disputes over eligibility of the 
office bearers etc. 
 
India won the 2015 SAFF 
championships 
   India on 3 January 2016 won of the South 
Asian Football Federation Cup (SAFF) 
championships. In the title clash played at 
Trivandrum International Stadium of Kerala, 
India defeated defending champions 
Afghanistan 2-1. 
   Half time saw both the teams’ goal-less. At the 
end of a breathless normal second half, both 
India and Afghanistan were 1-1. 
   For India, the first goal was scored by Jeje 
Lalpehlua. In the ongoing extra time, Indian 
captain Sunil Chhetri scored a goal to help India 
lead 2-1. 
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   India has been the most successful side in the 
tournaments history by winning the title in 
seven of the 11 editions. Afghans won their first 
title in 2013. 
 
BCCI Awards for the year 2014-15 
conferred 
   The Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) on 5 January 2016 presented the ninth 
BCCI Awards 2014-15 at a ceremony held in 
Mumbai. 
   The awards were presented by the BCCI 
president, Shashank Manohar. The awards 
recognise and honour the best Indian 
international and domestic cricketers of the past 
year. 
Award Winner 

Col. C.K. Nayudu Lifetime 
Achievement Award 

Syed Kirmani 

Polly Umrigar Trophy for 
International Cricketer-of-the-
Year 

Virat Kohli 

Lala Amarnath Award for Best 
All-Rounder in Ranji Trophy 

Jalaj Saxena 
(Madhya Pradesh) 

Lala Amarnath Award for Best 
all-Rounder in Domestic 
Limited-Over Competitions 

Deepak Hooda 
(Baroda) 

Madhavrao Scindia Awards for 
Highest Scorer in Ranji Trophy 

Robin Uthappa 
(Karnataka) 

Madhavrao Scindia Awards for 
Highest Wicket-Taker in Ranji 
Trophy 

R. Vinay Kumar 
(Karnataka) 
 Shardul Thakur 
(Mumbai) 

MA Chidambaram Trophy for 
Best under-23 Cricketer 

Almas Shaukat 
(Uttar Pradesh) 

MA Chidambaram Trophy for 
Best under-19 Cricketer 

Anmolpreet Singh 
(Punjab) 

MA Chidambaram Trophy for 
Best under-16 Cricketer 

Shubman Gill 
(Punjab) 

MA Chidambaram Trophy for 
Best Woman Cricketer-Senior 

Mithali Raj 
(Railways) 

MA Chidambaram Trophy for 
Best Woman Cricketer-Junior 

Devika Vaidya 
(Maharashtra) 

Best Umpire in Domestic 
Cricket 

O. Nandan 

 
Sania Mirza, Martina Hingis won 2016 
WTA Apia International Sydney Title 
    Sania Mirza and her Swiss partner Martina 
Hingis on 15 January 2016 won the 2016 WTA 
Apia International Sydney title of Tennis in the 
women’s doubles category in Sydney, Australia. 
   In the final match, the duo defeated French 
pair Caroline Garcia and Kristina Mladenovic 
by 1–6, 7–5, 10–5. This was their 30th win in-a-
row. 
   Overall, this Sydney International title was 
their 11th title altogether since 2015. These 11 
WTA doubles titles are Indian Wells, Miami, 
Charleston, Wimbledon, US Open, Guangzhou, 
Wuhan, Beijing and the WTA Finals, Brisbane 
(2016) and Sydney (2016).  
Record-Breaking Victory of Sania Mirza and 
Martina Hingis duo 
   The duo of Sania Mirza and Martina Hingis 
created a world record on 14 January 2016 by 
winning their 29th women’s doubles match in a 
row. The duo defeated Romanian Raluca Olaru 
and Kazakhstan’s Yaroslava Shvedova 4-6, 6-3, 
10-8 in a semifinal.  
   They broke 22-years old record held by Gigi 
Fernandez (Puerto Rico) and Natasha Zvereva 
(Belarus) duo who had notched up 28 straight 
victories in 1994. 
 
Australia won five-match ODI series 
against India, 4-1 
   Australia on 23 January 2016 won the five-
match One Day International (ODI) series 
against India 4-1. In the fifth and final match 
played at Sydney Cricket Ground, Sydney, India 
defeated Australia by 6 wickets. 
   This is the first time that any team has chased 
more than 300 runs to complete victory against 
Australia in their own den. India will retain their 
No. 2 ranking in ODIs as well. 
   The ODI series between India and Australia 
was named as India tour of Australia, 2016. 
However, the tour will also see a 3-match T20I 
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series, which will kick off on 26 January 2016 at 
the Adelaide Oval. 
Series Report- 
1st Match: Played at W.A.C.A. Ground, Perth, 
Australia on 12 January 2016. Australia won by 
5 wickets. Steven Smith (Australia) was 
declared the Man of the Match. 
2nd Match: Played at The Gabba, Brisbane, 
Australia on 15 January 2016. Australia won by 
7 wickets.  Rohit Sharma (India) was declared 
the Man of the Match. 
3rd Match: Played at Melbourne Cricket 
Ground, Melbourne, Australia on 17 January 
2016. Australia won by 3 wickets. Glenn 
Maxwell(Australia) was declared the Man of the 
Match. 
4th Match: Played at Manuka Oval, Canberra, 
Australia on 20 January 2016. Australia won by 
25 runs. Kane Richardson (Australia) was 
declared the Man of the Match. 
5th Match: Played at Sydney Cricket Ground, 
Sydney, Australia on 23 January 2016. India 
won by 6 wickets. Manish Pandey (India) 
was declared the Man of the Match. 
Man of the Series: Rohit Sharma (India) 
for his truckload of runs in the entire 
series. 
 
 
Sania Mirza, Martina Hingis won 2016 
Australian Open women's doubles 
tennis title 
   Sania Mirza and her Swiss partner Martina 
Hingis on 29 January 2016 won the 2016 
Australian Open title of tennis in the women’s 
doubles category. 
   To win the title, the top seeded Indo-Swiss 
pair defeated seventh seeded Czech duo Andrea 
Hlavackova and Lucie Hradecka 7-6 (1), 6-3 at 
the Rod Laver Arena in Melbourne, Australia. 
With the win over the Czech duo, they extended 
their unbeaten run to 36. 
   For Sania-Hingis pair, it was their maiden 
Australian Open title and the third successive 
Grand Slam doubles title after their victories in 
the 2015 Wimbledon and US Open. 

   In the 2016 season, it was their second title. 
Earlier, they won the 2016 WTA Apia 
International Sydney title on 15 January 2016. 
   In a semi final of the tournament, the duo 
created a world record by winning their 29th 
women’s doubles match in a row. 
 
India won three-match T-20 series 
against Australia, 3-0 
   India on 31 January 2016 won the three-match 
T-20 series against Australia, 3-0. In the third 
and final Twenty20 match played in Sydney, 
India defeated Australia by seven wickets.  
   Winning the toss and electing to bat, Australia 
was able to score 197 for 5 in 20 overs after 
which India surpassed the target of 198 by 
making 200 for three in their 20 overs. 
Series Report- 
1st Match: Played at Adelaide Oval, Adelaide, 
Australia on 26 January 2016. India defeated 
Australia by 37 runs. Virat Kohli (India) was 
declared the Man of the Match. 
2nd Match: Played at Melbourne Cricket 
Ground, Melbourne on 29 January 2016, India 
defeated Australia by 27 runs. Virat Kohli 
(India) was declared the Man of the Match. 
3rd Match: Played at Sydney Cricket Ground, 
Sydney, Australia on 31 January 2016. India 
won the match 7 wickets. Shane Watson 
(Australia) who smashed unbeaten 124 in 71 
balls was declared the Man of the Match. 
• Virat Kohli of India was declared as the 
player of the series.  
   Meanwhile, Indian men's team also became 
the number one side in the ICC T20 rankings 
after whitewashing Australia in the three-match 
series in Sydney. 
 
Novak Djokovic won the 2016 
Australian Open Men's Singles Title 
   World Number One Novak Djokovic on 31 
January 2016 won the Australian Open Men’s 
Singles title. In the final played at Melbourne, 
the Serbian defeated Andy Murray of Britain in 
straight sets 6-1, 7-5, 7-6. 
   With this, Djokovic retained his title and also 
equalled the record of Roy Emerson's record of 
six Australian Open Singles titles. 
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   On the other hand, the defending champion 
also kept his record against Murray in 
Australian Open final by defeating the Briton 
for the fourth time in Men’s singles at the year’s 
first Grand Slam championship. 
   Murray succumbed to his fifth loss in five 
Australian Open finals. 
   Djokovic claimed his 11th grand slam title to 
match the totals of Rod Laver and Bjorn Borg. 
   Earlier on 30 January 2016, Germany’s 
Angelique Kerber won the Australian Open 
Women’s Singles title by defeating defending 
champion Serena Williams in three sets 6-3, 3-6, 
6-4. This was maiden Grand Slam Tennis title 
for 7th seed Kerber.  
   While on 29 January 2016, Sania Mirza and 
her Swiss partner Martina Hingis won the 2016 
Australian Open title of tennis in the women’s 
doubles category. 
2016 Australian Open- 
   The 2016 Australian Open was a tennis 
tournament that took place at Melbourne Park 
from 18–31 January 2016. It was the 104th 
edition of the Australian Open, and the first 
Grand Slam tournament of the year. 
 
Angelique Kerber of Germany won 
2016 Australian Open women’s singles 
tennis title 
   Angelique Kerber of Germany on 30 January 
2016 won the 2016 Australian Open women’s 
singles tennis title at Rod Laver Arena in 
Melbourne, Australia. 
   To win her maiden grand slam title, the 
seventh seed defeated the world number 1 
ranking Serena Williams of the USA by 6-4 3-6 
6-4. 
   For 28-year-old Kerber, the final match was 
her first major final. Also, the win was just 
Kerber’s second in seven career meetings with 
Serena. 
   Serena Williams won the title in the 2015 
championships and is short of one title from 
moving into a tie with Steffi Graf of Germany as 
the winner of highest major singles titles with 
22. 
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AWARDS 
 
Employees Provident Fund 
Organization won the National Award 
on e-Governance 2015-16 
    The Employees’ Provident Fund Organization 
won the National Award on e-Governance 2015-
16 for launching the Universal Account Number 
(UAN). The Union Ministry of Personnel, 
Public Grievances and Pensions will present the 
award in the 19th National Conference on e-
governance to be held in Nagpur on 22 January 
2016. 
   The EPFO bagged the national award in the 
‘innovative use of technology in e-
governance’ category and the retirement body 
will get a cash prize of 200000 rupees. 
What is Universal Account Number (UAN)? 
• UAN is an e-initiative of EPFO, launched in 
July 2014. 
• In this initiative, all active employees are 
provided a universal number which can be 
linked to various provident fund account 
numbers provided to them while working in 
different organisations 
• Statistically, 5.65 crore employees in 457000 
organisations were allocated with UAN till 
November 2015. 
• A single account number can be used through 
all of workers’ employments with various 
organisations. 
• It enables the employees to switch their 
provident fund deposits automatically, when 
they change their job, just by providing UAN to 
the new employer. 
• It also allows employees to have access to their 
provident fund account to view their balance 
and deposits on the portal, without going 
through the Employer. 
About National Awards for e-Governance- 
These are presented every year to recognize and 
promote excellence in implementation of e-
Governance initiatives. 
Purpose of Award- 

The purpose of the award is to: 
• Recognize achievements in the area of e-
Governance 
• Disseminate knowledge on effective methods 
of designing and implementing sustainable e-
Governance initiatives 
• Encourage incremental innovations in 
successful e-Governance solutions 
• Promote and exchange experiences in solving 
problems, mitigating risks, resolving issues and 
planning for success. 
There would be two awards for each 
category: 
Gold Award: It carries a certificate for the 
Project and one certificate to each team member 
not exceeding seven in numbers (including 
Project Head) along with cash award of 200000 
rupees to be shared equally among eligible team 
members. 
Silver Award: It carries a certificate for the 
Project and one certificate to each team member 
not exceeding seven in numbers (including 
Project Head) along with cash award of 100000 
rupees to be shared equally among eligible team 
members. 
 
PM Modi conferred the Times Now 
Amazing Indians Awards 2016 
   Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 14 January 
2016 conferred the Times Now Amazing 
Indians Awards 2016 to all the awardees. 
The awards were given by Times Now in 
recognition of extraordinary achievers, ordinary 
people whose work shaped many lives. 
 
List of Awardees 
Name Category Achievement 

Late Kallen 
Pokkudan 

The Eco Saviours Known as 
Mangrove Man of 
India for 
preserving the 
wetlands and the 
eco system was 
what he lived for 

S Ramakrishnan Unstoppable Indians for work done for 
welfare of people 
with physical & 
mental 
impairments 
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Sunita Aralikar Stree Shakthi for her work 
championing 
cause of women 
empowerment, 
girl child adoption 

Popatrao Pawar The Grass Roots 
Soldiers 

He has brought 
along wing of 
change in his 
village hiware 
bazaar in 
Maharashtra by 
being a Sarpanch. 

Timothy Indian at Heart Dedicated to find 
shelter for 
homeless kids 

Chintakindi 
Mallesham 

Incredible Innovators Devised the 
electronic laxmi 
ASU Machine to 
put an end to 
agony of weavers 

Malavath 
Poorna 

Young Indians, Big 
Achievements 

She became the 
youngest female 
(13 Years) 
climber in the 
world to scale Mt. 
Everest 

Damini Sen Young Indians, Big 
Achievements 

Born without 
Arms in Raipur 
and holds a world 
record of largest 
number of 
drawing made by 
Toes in an hour. 

Murugan S Ordinary 
Indians,Extraordinary 
Achievement 

For rescuing and 
rehabilitating 
thousands of 
street children by 
being an auto 
rickshaw driver. 

Mathews K 
Mathew 

 Energising India For devising a 
solar mosquito 
trapper cum 
destroyer to 
Mosquitoes. 

Yashraj Khaitan  Global Indians An alumnus of 
university of 
Berkeley, he 
returned to India 
to address the 
challenges of 
power supply in 
the remote 
corners of the 

country. 

Ruma Roka  Educators of India A teacher, Mentor 
& an interpreter 
who is breaking 
the language 
barrier and 
proving the 
hearing impaired 
can also learn and 
grow  

 
61st Filmfare Awards presented in 
Mumbai 
   The 61st Filmfare Awards were presented on 
15 January 2016 at the Yash Raj Studios in 
Mumbai. The ceremony was hosted by Shah 
Rukh Khan and comedian Kapil Sharma. 
   Bajirao Mastani won the most awards 
including the Best Film award. Other winners 
included Piku that was awarded with six awards, 
Dum Laga Ke Haisha, Roy, Talvar, Tanu Weds 
Manu Returns, Bajrangi Bhaijaan, Bombay 
Velvet, Dil Dhadakne Do, Hero, Masaan and 
Tamasha.  
   Moushumi Chatterjee was awarded with the 
2015 Filmfare Lifetime Achievement Award.  
Recepients of the Awards- 
Best Actor: Ranveer Singh for Bajirao Mastani 
Best Actress: Deepika Padukone for Piku 
Best Film: Bajirao Mastani 
Best Director: Sanjay Leela Bhansali for 
Bajirao Mastani 
Lifetime Achievement: Moushumi Chatterjee 
Best Debut Director: Neeraj Ghaywan for 
Massan 
Best Debutant (Male): Sooraj Pancholi for 
Hero 
Best Debutant (Female): Bhumi Pednekar for 
Dum Laga Ke Haisha 
Critics Award for Best Film: Piku 
Critics Award for Best Actor (Male): Amitabh 
Bachchan for Piku 
Best Actor Female Critics Choice 
(Female): Kangana Ranaut for Tanu Weds 
Manu Returns 
Best Actor in a Supporting Role 
(Female): Priyanka Chopra for Bajirao mastani 
Best Story: V Vijayendra Prasad for Bajrangi 
Bhaijaan 

22 

 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

Best Singer (male): Arijit Singh for Sooraj 
dooba hai from Roy 
Best Singer (female): Shreya Ghoshal for 
Deewani mastani from Bajirao Mastani 
Best VFX: Prana Studios for Bombay Velvet 
Best Dialogue: Anupam Roy for Piku 
Best Action: Sham Kaushal for Bajirao Mastani 
Best Cinematography: Manu Anand for Dum 
Laga Ke Haisha 
Best Choreography: Birju Maharaj for Mohe 
rang de laal from Bajirao Mastani 
Best Edit: Talvar 
Best Production Design: Sujit Sawant, Saloni 
and Sriram Iyenger for Bajirao Mastani 
Best Costume Designer: Anju Modi and 
Maxima for Bajirao Mastani 
 
Anuradha Roy won 2016 DSC Prize 
for Sleeping on Jupiter 
   Indian author Anuradha Roy on 16 January 
2016 won the prestigious DSC Prize for South 
Asian Literature for her novelSleeping on 
Jupiter at the Galle Literary Festival in Sri 
Lanka. 
   Roy was awarded the prize and a unique 
trophy by Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe. 
The six shortlisted authors in contention for 
the prestigious prize were: 
• UK-based Indian-origin author Akhil Sharma 
for Family Life 
• KR Meera's Hangwoman (Translated by J 
Devika) 
• Mirza Waheed's The Book of Gold Leaves 
• Neel Mukherjee's The Lives of Others  
• Raj Kamal Jha for She Will Build Him A City 
Who is Anuradha Roy? 
• Roy is an award-winning Indian novelist, 
journalist and editor. 
• She did her schooling at South Point School, 
Kolkata followed by St Thomas School, 
Kidderpore. 
• She studied English Literature at Presidency 
College, Calcutta and Cambridge University. 
• She is the co-founder of Permanent Black, a 
publishing house started in 2000. 
• Her first novel, An Atlas of Impossible 
Longing has been translated into fifteen 

languages across the world. It was named by 
World Literature Today as one of the 60 
Essential English Language Works of Modern 
Indian Literature. 
About DSC Prize for South Asian Literature- 
• The DSC Prize for South Asian Literature is a 
literary prize awarded annually to writers of any 
ethnicity or nationality writing about South Asia 
with themes such as culture, politics, history or 
people. 
• The prize was instituted by DSC Limited, an 
Indian infrastructure and construction company. 
• It is for an original full-length novel written in 
English, or translated into English. 
• The winner of the prize receives 2800000 
rupees (about 50000 US dollars). 
• In 2015, Jhumpa Lahiri won the prize for her 
novel The Lowland. Cyrus Mistry won it 
for Chronicle of a Corpse Bearer in 2014. 
 
Rekha honoured with 3rd National 
Yash Chopra Memorial Award 
   Veteran Bollywood actress Rekha on 25 
January 2016 was honoured with the third Yash 
Chopra Memorial Award in Mumbai. 
   Maharashtra Governor C Vidyasagar Rao 
presented the award to the actress in recognition 
of her talent and contribution to the film 
industry. 
About Rekha- 
• She started her career in 1966 as a child actress 
in the Telugu film Rangula Ratnam. 
• Her film debut as a lead happened with Sawan 
Bhadon in 1970. 
• She has won three Filmfare Awards, two for 
Best Actress and one for Best Supporting 
Actress, for her roles in Khubsoorat, Khoon 
Bhari Maang and Khiladiyon Ka Khiladi, 
respectively. 
• Her portrayal of a classical courtesan in Umrao 
Jaan won her the National Film Award for Best 
Actress. 
• In 2010, she was honoured with the Padma 
Shri by the Government of India. 
About National Yash Chopra Memorial 
Award- 
• The National Yash Chopra Memorial Award 
was instituted by the TSR Foundation of T 
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Subbarami Reddy in the memory of the 
producer-director Yash Chopra, who died in 
2012. 
• The Foundation annually honours a 
distinguished senior film personality for 
outstanding contribution to film industry with a 
Gold Medal and a cash prize of 10 lakh rupees. 
• Previous recipients of the award include 
Melody Queen Lata Mangeshkar and megastar 
Amitabh Bachchan. 
 
Indian activist Henri Tiphagne selected 
for Amnesty International Human 
Rights Award 2016 
   Indian lawyer and human rights defender 
Henri Tiphagne on 26 January 2016 was 
selected for the 8th Human Rights Award by 
Amnesty International Germany. 
   The award is a recognition of Tiphagne’s 
exceptional commitment to human rights. He 
will be conferred with the award at an official 
ceremony on 25 April 2016 at the Maxim Gorki 
Theatre in Berlin, Germany. 
Who is Henri Tiphagne? 
• Henri Tiphagne is the founder of the 
organization People’s Watch, one of the most 
notable human rights organizations in India. 
• People’s Watch has been researching and 
documenting human rights violations, as well as 
providing legal representation to those affected, 
for over 20 years. The organization also actively 
supports human rights education. 
• In 1997, Tiphagne founded an institute 
offering training for teachers as well as 
mentoring around school human rights 
education programmes. 
• He was formerly a member of the National 
Core Group of NGOs of the National Human 
Rights Commission of India as well as the State 
Representative for the State of Tamil Nadu for 
Right to Education Act of the National 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights. 
About Amnesty International Human Rights 
Award- 
• The Human Rights Award is presented by 
Amnesty Germany every two years in 
recognition of individuals or organizations 

campaigning for human rights under very 
difficult conditions. 
• Through the award, Amnesty International 
aims to honour and support the awardees’ 
exceptional human rights commitment and raise 
awareness of their work amongst the German 
public. 
• The award comes with 10000 Euros, provided 
by Amnesty Germany’s foundation Stiftung 
Menschenrechte, Förderstiftung Amnesty. 
• Former award recipients include: Monira 
Rahman from Bangladesh (2006), Women of 
Zimbabwe Arise from Zimbabwe (2008), Abel 
Barrera from Mexico (2011) and Alice 
Nkom from Cameroon (2014). 
 
Chennupati Jagadish, Jay Chandra 
honoured with Order of Australia 
   Chennupati Jagadish and Jay Chandra, Indian-
origin persons, were on 26 January 2016 
honoured with the Order of Australia, highest 
civilian honour of Australia on the occasion of 
the Australia Day. They were awarded for their 
contribution in the fields of physics, engineering 
and medicine. 
   Chennupati Jagadish is an eminent professor 
at Australian National University (ANU) in 
Canberra. He was conferred with the award for 
his eminent service to physics and engineering, 
particularly in the field of nanotechnology. 
   While, Jay Chandra is an eye doctor in New 
South Wales. He received the award for his 
significant service to medicine in the field of 
ophthalmology as a clinician and for his service 
to the international community through eye care 
programs. 
   They were awarded along with Sajeev Koshy, 
a Kerala dentist settled in Melbourne. 
About Order of Australia- 
• The Order of Australia is an order of chivalry 
established on 14 February 1975 by Elizabeth II, 
Queen of Australia. 
• It is awarded to recognise Australian citizens 
and other persons for achievement or 
meritorious service. 
• Before the establishment of the order, 
Australian citizens would receive British 
honours. 
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APPOINTMENTS 
 

Filippo Grandi assumed office as 
UNHCR Chief 
   Filippo Grandi on 1 January 2016 took over as 
the new High Commissioner for the United 
Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR). 
   Grandi succeeded Antonio Guterres, a former 
Portuguese Prime Minister, who retired on 31 
December 2015 after heading the Refugee 
Agency for 10 years. 
   Grandi took over the position amid 
unprecedented displacement challenges, with 
worldwide forced displacement of people 
reaching a new post-World War-II high of 59.5 
million. 
Who is Filippo Grandi? 
• Filippo Grandi is an Italian diplomat mainly 
active with the United Nations' humanitarian 
operations. 
• He started his career in the office of UNHCR 
in 1988. 
• He headed a number of emergency operations 
including in Kenya, Benin, Ghana, Liberia, the 
Great Lakes Region of Central Africa, Yemen 
and Afghanistan. 
About United Nations Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR) 
• UNHCR is a United Nations agency mandated 
to protect and support refugees at the request of 
a government or the UN itself. 
• The agency assists in refugees’ voluntary 
repatriation, local integration or resettlement to 
a third country. 
• Its headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland. 
• It is a member of the United Nations 
Development Group. 
• The agency has won two Nobel Peace Prizes, 
once in 1954 and again in 1981. 
 

Sailesh appointed as The Registrar 
General and Census Commissioner of 
India 
   Additional Secretary of Home Affairs, Sailesh, 
on 7 January 2016 was appointed as the 
Registrar General and Census Commissioner of 
India. 

   He is a 1985 Batch Assam-Meghalaya Cadre 
IAS officer and would be succeeding C 
Chandramauli, who completed his central 
deputation tenure on 7 January 2016. 
About Registrar General and Census 
Commissioner of India- 
• The Office of the Registrar General and 
Census Commissioner, Ministry of Home 
Affairs is responsible for conducting the 
decennial Census. 
• Users can get information about Census 2011 
such as census schedules, manuals, circulars, 
training, house listing and housing data, 
administrative atlas, research on census data, 
etc.  
• Details related to National Population Register 
(NPR), NPR schedule, NPR instruction manual, 
NPR biometric enrollment plan, etc. are given. 
• Access to information about census 2001, 
population finder, data summary, maps, etc. is 
also available. 
 

Supreme Court appointed Justice 
Sanjay Mishra as new Lokayukta of 
Uttar Pradesh 
   Recalling its earlier order appointing Justice 
Virendra Singh as Uttar Pradesh Lokayukta, the 
Supreme Court on Thursday, 28th January, 
2016, selected former judge of Allahabad HC 
Sanjay Mishra as the new Lokayukta . 
   In an unusual order, the Court on December 
16 exercised its constitutional authority and 
appointed former High Court judge, Justice 
Virendra Singh, as Lokayukta of Uttar Pradesh 
after the state government had failed to comply 
with its orders by not appointing the chief of the 
state's anti-graft ombudsman. 
  However, the Supreme Court had on January 
20 reserved its verdict after pleas seeking recall 
of its order appointing Justice Virendra Singh as 
the Lokayukta of Uttar Pradesh, saying it has 
been "misled" on the issue. 
   During the winter vacation, the Supreme Court 
had heard a fresh plea alleging that the SP 
government had "concealed facts" about Justice 
Singh and "played fraud" upon the apex court. 
Prior to this, the apex court had on December 14 
rapped the UP government for not appointing 
Lokayukta in the state despite its directions and 

25 

 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

asked it to make the appointment by December 
16. 
 

*** 
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