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NATIONAL EVENTS 
 
India’s first city in UNESCO World 
Heritage List 
 3 New World Destinations were included in 
UNESCO’s ‘World Heritage List’ in the 41st 
meeting of ‘World Heritage Committee’ of 
UNESCO, held in Krakow, Poland from 9-12 
July, 2017. 
 Ahmedabad city was recognized as the first 
global heritage city of India in cultural category. 
 Ahmedabad has become the first Indian city 
and third from Asia to join this list. 
 Significantly, UNESCO has declared many 
historical buildings of India as a World Heritage 
Sites, but this is the first time that any Indian 
city has been declared as World Heritage Site. 
 Ahmedabad was chosen unanimously as a 
symbol of secular coexistence of Hindu, Islamic 
and Jain communities for hundreds of years. 
 The Walled City Ahmedabad was established 
in the 15th century by the Sultan Ahmad Shah on 
the eastern coast of Sabarmati River. 
 Importantly, Nalanda Mahabihar 
Archaeological Site (Nalanda University), 
Capital Complex in Chandigarh and National 
Forest Reserve of Sikkim were included in 
World Heritage List in the 40th meeting of 
UNESCO's World Heritage Committee. 
 Presently, 36 sites in India have been 
included in the World Heritage List, 28 of them 
are in Cultural Classes, 7 in Natural Category 
and 1 has got the place in the mixed category. 
 India is at the second place after China and at 
the seventh place in the world in terms of world 
heritage properties. 
 
Uttar Pradesh budget 2017-18 
 On July 11, 2017, Uttar Pradesh Finance 
Minister Rajesh Agrawal presented the budget 
for the financial year 2017-18. 
The proposed budget of Uttar Pradesh for 
2017-18 (In Rs.) 
 3,84,659.71 crore is 10.9 per cent higher than 
last financial year. 
 The new budget provides Rs 55,781.96 crore 
for new schemes. 

 On the occasion of Pandit Deen Dayal 
Upadhyay’s birth centenary, the year 2017 will 
be celebrated by the Uttar Pradesh Government 
as ‘Garib Kalyan Varsh’. 
 Stopping fiscal deficit in the budget, 36 
thousand crore rupees have been made for crop 
loan redemption without paying any additional 
tax. 
 State’s indebtedness has been improved. At 
present, this is 28.6% of the State’s gross 
domestic product, while the indebtedness in the 
last financial year was approximately 30%. 
 Rs. 288 crore for Metro Rail Projects in 
Kanpur, Varanasi, Agra and Gorakhpur have 
been proposed along with further development 
of Lucknow Metro to make a world class 
modern transport system available to the public 
in the state. 
 The provision of Rs. 10 crore has been made 
while offering Vishwakarma Shram Samman 
Yojana to assist traditional self-employed 
people. 
 Grant of Rs 10 crore has been proposed for 
Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Kisan Samridhi 
Yojana, in order to improve the rugged, barren 
and waterlogged lands in rural areas, treatment 
of allotted land to agricultural labourers and to 
provide them with a livelihood. 
 A budget of Rs. 250 crore has been arranged 
for the marriage of daughters of poor parents of 
weaker section of the society. 
 An amount of Rs. 10 crore has been allotted 
in the budget for the University of Agriculture 
and Technology Kanpur, Faizabad, Meerut, 
Banda and for the establishment of Center of 
Excellence for Research. 
 Rs. 3972 crore has been allotted for the 
maintenance of roads of the state and making it 
free from potholes, under the Special Area 
Program, Rs. 300 crore for Bundelkhand and Rs. 
200 crore has been made for new schemes of 
development. 
 Rs. 300 crore under Pandit Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya Nagar Vikas Yojana; Rs. 385 crore 
under Chief Minister Urban Development and 
Slum Development Plan, Rs. 3000 crore Prime 
Minister Housing Scheme – Housing for all 
(Urban Mission) and a provision of Rs.218 crore 
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75 lacs has been made for Pandit Deen Dayal 
Antyodaya Yojana National Urban Livelihood 
Mission. 
 Rs. 21 crore 12 lacs have been provided for 
all girls under Ahilyabai Free Education Scheme 
for education till the graduate level. Rs. 142 
crore has been allotted for pre middle-
scholarship scheme of backward class students 
(boys and girls) Rs. 1061.32 crore for post-
middle scholarship and reimbursement of the 
fee. 
 While the provision of Rs. 941.83 crore has 
been made for scholarship scheme and for 
reimbursement of the fee for the students of the 
minority community. 
 A provision of Rs. 50 crore has also been 
made for the convenience of Wi-Fi in all the 
states and private colleges and Universities. 
 Under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme, a 
provision of Rs. 1240 crore has been made for 
Ayodhya, Varanasi and Mathura respectively for 
Ramayana, Buddhist and Krishna Circuit 
Schemes. 
 Under the Prasad Scheme, a provision of Rs. 
800 crore has been made for the development of 
infrastructure facilities in Ayodhya, Varanasi 
and Mathura cities and Rs. 200 crore has been 
allotted for the establishment of a cultural centre 
in Varanasi. 
 Rs. 500 crore for Ardhkumbh Fair 2019 
which will be organised in Allahabad, Rs. 20 
crore has been allotted for the construction of 
Kailash Mansarovar building in Ghaziabad. Rs. 
25 crore has been allotted for the development 
of water sports in Ramgarh Pond Gorakhpur, 
Rs. 10 crore for Vindhyachal Tourism 
Development and Rs. 5 crore for the 
development of Mathura’s Nagla Chandrabhan 
under Rural Tourism as well as a proposal of Rs. 
3 crore for organizing the Ramayana Conclave 
has been done in the budget. 
 Rs. 2000 crore for development of 
infrastructure facilities in 61 cities, under the 
Amrut Yojana, Rs.1500 crore under Smart City 
Mission, Rs.1000 crore for Swachha Bharat 
Mission (urban) Scheme, Rs.240 crore under 
Namami Gange Scheme and for Lake Protection 

Scheme a provision of Rs. 70 crore has been 
made. 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
historic Israel visit 
 The Prime Minister of India Mr. Narendra 
Modi was on a historic visit to Israel from July 
4-6, 2017. 
 This was the first visit by an Indian Prime 
Minister to Israel. 
 Prime Minister of Israel Mr. Benjamin 
Netanyahu while according a warm welcome to 
Mr. Modi described the India-Israel relationship 
as a marriage made in heaven, but implemented 
on Earth. 
 On July 4, 2017, Prime Minister Modi visit 
the YadVashem Memorial Museum to honour 
the memory of the victims of the holocaust that 
counts among the greatest tragedies in human 
history. 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi held bilateral 
talks with his Israeli counterpart Benjamin 
Netanyahu on July 5, 2017. 
 On this occasion India and Israel signed 7 
MoUs to strengthen bilateral ties in wide 
ranging areas. 
 MoU between the Department of Science & 
Technology, India and National Technological 
Innovation Authority, Israel for setting up of 
India-Israel Industrial R&D and Technological 
Innovation Fund (I4F). 
 MoU between the Ministry of Drinking Water 
and Sanitation of the Republic of India and the 
Ministry of National Infrastructure, Energy and 
Water Resources of the State of Israel on 
National Campaign for Water Conservation in 
India. 
 MoU between U.P. Jal Nigam, Government 
of Uttar Pradesh, of the Republic of India and 
the Ministry of National Infrastructure, Energy 
and Water Resources of the State of Israel on 
State Water Utility Reform in India. 
 India-Israel Development Cooperation - 
Three Year Work Program in Agriculture 2018-
2020. 
 Plan of Cooperation Between the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and the 
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Israel Space Agency (ISA) regarding 
cooperation in Atomic Clocks. 
 MoU between the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) and the Israel Space 
Agency (ISA)regarding cooperation in GEO-
LEO Optical Link . 
 MoU between the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) and the Israel Space 
Agency (ISA) regarding cooperation in Electric 
Propulsion for Small Satellites. 
 On July 6, 2017, Prime Minister Modi 
addressed the Indian diaspora in Tel Aviv. 
 Prime Minister also paid homage to the 
courageous Indian soldiers who laid down their 
lives during the liberation of Haifa in 1918. 
 Recognizing its centrality for development, 
India and Israel agreed to establish a "Strategic 
Partnership in Water and Agriculture”.This will 
focus on water conservation, waste-water 
treatment and its reuse for agriculture, 
desalination, water utility reforms, and the 
cleaning of the Ganges and other rivers using 
advanced water technologies. 
 The two Prime Ministers welcomed the 
conclusion of the Memorandum of 
Understanding for establishing the India-Israel 
Industrial R&D and Innovation Fund (I4F) by 
the Department of Science and Technology, 
India and the National Authority for 
Technological Innovation, Israel with a 
contribution of US$ 20 million from each side. 
 This MoU will play a seminal role in enabling 
Indian and Israeli enterprises to undertake joint 
R&D projects leading to development of 
innovative technologies and products that have 
potential for commercial application. 
 Reaffirming the importance of bilateral 
defence cooperation over the years, it was 
agreed that future developments in this sphere 
should focus on joint development of defence 
products, including transfer of technology from 
Israel, with a special emphasis on the 'Make in 
India' initiative. 
 The two Prime Ministers reiterated their 
strong commitment to combat terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations. 
 Notably, India established diplomatic 
relations with Israel in 1992 and since then the 

relationship has evolved into a multi-
dimensional partnership. 
 This year both the countries are 
commemorating 25 years of diplomatic relations 
and the visit of P.M. provided an impetus for 
deeper bilateral engagement in areas of mutual 
interest. 
 Prior to Prime Minister’s visit, President of 
India Mr. Pranab Mukherjee visistedIsreal and 
Palestine in 2015. 
 
Customer Satisfaction Index -2017 
 On July 14, 2017, an independent agency 
formed by the Airports Authority of India 
(AAI), released the Customer Satisfaction 
Index-2017. 
 The survey ranked 49 airports of the country 
in terms of customer satisfaction for the period 
of January to June, 2017. 
 Swami Vivekananda Airport, Raipur has once 
again got the first place in Customer Satisfaction 
Index Survey with a score of 4.84 points on a 
five-point scale. 
 Raipur Airport has achieved the top position 
in customer satisfaction for the third consecutive 
time in the last two years. It was inaugurated in 
the year 2012. 
 After this, Udaipur Airport remained at the 
second position with 4.75 points, Amritsar 
Airport at third with 4.74 points and Dehradun 
Airport at fourth with 4.73 points. 
 In this, many criteria like transport, parking, 
passenger amenities and sanitation were 
included. 
 
India declares itself free from Avian 
Influenza 
 On June 6, 2017, India declared itself free 
from Avian Influenza (H5N8 and H5N1) from 
6th June, 2017 and notified the same to OIE. 
 India has reported the outbreaks of Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza at various 
epicentres in Delhi, Gwalior (MP), Rajpura 
(Punjab), Hissar (Haryana), Bellary (Karnataka), 
Alappuzha and Kottayam (Kerala), Ahmedabad 
(Gujarat), Daman (Daman) and Khordha and 
Angul (Odisha) during October, 2016 to 
February, 2017. 
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 In this context, the OIE-World Organization 
for Animal Health was notified by the 
Government of India and operations were 
conducted to control and prevent as per the 
action plan for its prevention. 
 Avian Influenza refers to the disease caused 
by infection with avian (bird) influenza (flu) 
Type A viruses. These viruses occur naturally 
amongst wild aquatic birds worldwide and can 
infect domestic poultry and other bird and 
animal species. 
 
First DEMU Train with solar-powered 
coaches 
 On July 14, 2017, Minister of Railways, 
Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu inducts the first 1600 
HP DEMU train with solar-powered coaches 
with a unique facility of Battery Bank into the 
service of the nation. 
 This train has been manufactured by ‘Integral 
Coach Factory’ (ICF), Chennai and its solar 
panels and solar systems have been developed 
and fitted by ‘ Indian Railways Organisation of 
Alternative Fuel’ (IROAF), Delhi. 
 This first rake has been commissioned and 
based at Shakurbasti DEMU shed in Delhi of 
Northern Railway and will be put in the 
commercial service over the suburban railway 
system of Delhi division of Northern Railway. 
 Twenty-four more coaches will be fitted with 
this system within the next 6 month. 
 The entire electrical need of the coaches for 
lighting, fans and information display system 
will be met from the solar energy produced from 
the solar panels fitted on the roofs of the 
coaches. 
 IROAF has developed this system with a 
smart MPPT inverter which optimises power 
generation on a moving train to cater the full 
load even during the night. 
 The system will help in reducing diesel 
consumption and to lessen carbon signature of 
these commuter trains by reducing CO2 
generation by 9 Tonnes per coach per year. 
 A solar power DEMU train with six trailer 
coaches will save about 21,000 Litres of Diesel 
and thereby bring cost saving of Rs.12 lacs 
every year. 

 Notably, Indian Railways has set a target of 
1000 MW Solar Plants in the next five years. 
Indian Railways is also taking several other 
environment-friendly measures like Tea 
Plantation, Bio-toilet, Water-Recycling, Waste 
Disposal, using Bio-fuel CNG and LNG, Wind 
Energy, etc. 
 Northern Railway launched the first DEMU 
service on Indian Railways in 1994. Today, NR 
has 3 DEMU sheds having the highest DEMU 
holding on Indian Railways. Shakurbasti DEMU 
shed of Northern Railway has been a pioneer in 
the field of greenpowered DEMUs – CNG & 
solar-powered. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
EVENTS 

 
Ukraine to seek NATO membership 
 On July 7, 2017 Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko confirmed that he has signed the 
law on the resumption of Ukraine’s course 
towards joining the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). 
 If Ukraine succeeds in joining NATO, it will 
become the 30th country in the Alliance. 
 NATO is an intergovernmental military 
alliance formed on April 4, 1949. 
 NATO’s purpose is to guarantee the freedom 
and security of its members through the political 
and military means. 
 The principle of collective defence, as 
enshrined in Article 5 of the Washington Treaty, 
is at the very heart of NATO’s founding treaty. 
 Collective defence means that an attack 
against one Ally is to be considered as an attack 
against all Allies. 
 The headquarter of the organisation is in 
Brussels, Belgium. 
 Currently, Jens Stoltenberg is the general 
secretary of the organisation. 
 
Global Cyber Security Index(GCI)-
2017 
 On 6 July, 2017, the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) has released 
the second edition of the Global Cyber Security 
Index(GCI). 
 Earlier, the first edition of this index was 
released in the year 2014. 
 Global Cyber Security Index-2017 has ranked 
193 countries of the world. 
 In relation to which 134 countries answered 
in ITU’s online survey. 
 Singapore has got the top position in this 
index. 
 After this, the US, Malaysia, Oman, Estonia, 
Mauritius, Australia, Georgia, France, Canada, 
and Russia have been ranked second, third, 
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, 
and eleventh place respectively. 

 The countries that get the lowest five 
positions in the index are -164 Equatorial 
Guinea, 163 Yemen, and Central African 
Republic (jointly), 162 Domica, 161 Guinea-
Bissau, Somalia, Timor Leste, Tuvalu (jointly). 
 India has been ranked 23rd in the index. 
 In the year 2014, jointly India was at the fifth 
place with the other countries. 
 In this index, amongst the neighbouring 
countries of India, China ranked 32nd, 
Bangladesh 53rd, Pakistan 66th, Sri Lanka 71st, 
Nepal 93rd and Bhutan ranked 109th. 
 
12th Summit of G-20 
 The 12th G-20 summit was held in Hamburg, 
Germany on 7-8 July 2017. Germany hosted the 
G-20 summit for the first time. The summit was 
chaired by the German Chancellor, Angela 
Merkel. 
 The heads of all the member countries, 
including the President of the European Union, 
participated in the summit. 
 Spain attended the G-20 summit as a 
permanent guest. The German Presidency had 
invited Norway, the Netherlands and Singapore 
as a partner countries to the G-20 process, as 
well as the African Union (AU), represented by 
Guinea, the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC), represented by 
Vietnam, and the New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD), represented by 
Senegal. 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi led the Indian 
delegation to this summit. 
 Arvind Pangariya, Vice-chairman of NITI 
Aayog, was India’s Sherpa to the summit. 
 Addressing the conference, the Prime 
Minister said that G-20 should oppose the 
funding of terrorism, terrorist organizations, 
their shelters, supporters of terror and sponsors. 
 In addition, he reiterated India’s commitment 
to implement the Paris Agreement with its spirit 
and essentially mentioned its implementation 
globally to fight climate change. 
 In addition, at the conference, the Prime 
Minister met his Japanese counterpart Shinzo 
Abe, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in, Italy’s 
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Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni, Norwegian 
Prime Minister Erna Solberg, Argentina’s 
President Mauricio Macri, UK Prime Minister 
Theresa May and Vietnam’s Prime Minister 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc. 
 G-20 is an important platform for cooperation 
and consultation on issues related to 
internationa, economic and financial system. 
 The Group of Twenty is comprised of 19 
countries and the European Union. The 
countries are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, China, France, Germany, India, 
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the 
United Kingdom and the United States of 
America. 
 All the members of the G-20 group as a 
whole represent two-thirds of the world’s 
population, about 85 percent of GDP of the 
world and about 75 percent of the world trade.  
G-20 was established in the year 1999 after the 
East Asian financial crisis. 
 After the establishment, a meeting of the 
Finance Ministers and the central bank of its 
member countries started every year since 2000. 
 In the wake of the global economic and 
financial crisis, the summit of G-20 Heads of 
States / Heads of the Government began in the 
year 2008. 
 Its first summit was held in Washington, the 
USA in 2008. 
 It was held on half yearly basis till the year 
2010, but after that since 2011, it is being held 
annually. It is notable that the 11th summit of 
the G-20 was held in Hangzhou (China). 
 The 13th summit of the G-20 is proposed in 
Argentina, in 2018. 
 
Jamat-Ul-Ahrar 
 On July 6, 2017, the UN Security Council 
included Jamat-Ul-Ahrar in the list of banned 
organizations. 
 Jamaat-ul-Ahrar (JuA) is a splinter terrorist 
group of Tehrike-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) based 
in Lalpura, Nangarhar Province, Afghanistan. 
 The organization, which is separated from the 
Pakistani organization Tehrik-i-Taliban, is 
currently affiliated with the Islamic State (IS). 

 In this list of Security Council, Al-Qaeda and 
IS are already included in the list of banned 
terrorist organization. 
 Due to this restriction, now the organization’s 
assets and bank accounts located anywhere in 
the world could be confiscated. 
 
The World’s First Green City 
 The world’s first green city or ‘Forest City’ is 
being built in the city of Liuzhou, Guangxi 
region (China). 
 It is estimated that it could be completed by 
the year 2020. 
 This city will be developed as a green city 
with 100 species of 40000 trees and 10 lacs 
plants. 
 The Green City will be self-reliant in energy 
and will use geothermal and solar energy. 
 After the completion of the construction, 
there will be 30,000 people in this city. 
 The city will eject 900 tonnes of Oxygen in 
addition to absorbing 10000 tonnes of Carbon 
dioxide and 57 tonnes of pollutants in one year. 
 Its design is prepared by the famous Italian 
architect Stefano Boeri. 
 Boeri has also designed the Nanjing Vertical 
Forest Tower, which will be built by 2018. 
 The concept of Vertical Forest was firstly 
used in Milan (Italy). 
 
Cuba-US deal cancelled 
 On June 17, 2017, American President, 
Donald Trump announced to cancel Cuban-US 
deal negotiated by the former President Obama 
to lift the ban on tourist travel and financial 
transactions with the Cuban enterprises 
controlled by the military and security services. 
 The former US President Barack Obama and 
the Cuban President Raul Castro made a peace 
agreement to restore the relations between the 
two countries in December, 2014. 
 Later, the US Embassy in Havana was re-
opened, and Mr. Obama paid a historic visit to 
Havana in 2016. 
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ECONOMY 
 
‘SBI Reality’ Portal (economic) 
 On July 18, 2017, India’s largest commercial 
bank, the State Bank of India (SBI) launched 
SBI Realty Portal that will help home buyers to 
choose flats from its 3,000 approved projects 
across the country. 
 SBI Realty Portal will be a one stop 
integrated website for home buyers. It will help 
customers to choose their dream home from 
3,000 SBI approved projects which spread 
across 13 States/UTs covering 30 cities. 
 The SBI Realty Portal has been developed by 
SBICAP Securities in association with Prop 
Equity in terms of data support, project 
information, etc. 
 At present, the website has 9.5 lacs home 
units available on the website. 
 Using the portal, customers can compare the 
current and past trends of prices for properties in 
various localities in the city. It will also assist 
customers in calculating appropriate loan 
amount a customer should borrow based on 
income and credit profile. 
 
Maestro card will be outdated 
 In a communication to its customers, the 
Punjab National Bank has decided to block or 
hotlist its ‘Maestro Debit Card’ from July 31, 
2017. 
 The bank will replace these cards with more 
secure EMV chip based cards free of cost. 
 The replacement is in accordance with the 
RBI advisory issued in 2015. 
 As per RBI advisory, existing magnetic stripe 
only cards need to be replaced with EMV chip 
and pin based cards will be replaced by 
December 31, 2018 
 Bank has identified that there are about one 
lac customers with old Maestro Debit Cards. 
 Presently, PNB’s card base stands at around 
5.65 crore. 
 It is notable that banks are also directed to 
issue only EMV chip based debit and credit 
cards from January 31, 2016 onwards. 

India to be the base to the economic 
pole of global growth 
 According to a research by the Centre for 
International Development (CID) at Harvard 
University, in the coming decade, India will be 
the base of the economic pole of global growth 
ahead of China. 
 The study also warns of slow down in global 
growth in the coming decade. 
 However, the economies of India and Uganda 
are expected to grow at the rate of 7.7 
percent till 2025. 
 The report notes that India has made inroads 
in diversifying its export base including 
more complex sectors, such as chemicals, 
vehicles, and certain electronics. 
 
India’s performance in financial 
stability reforms 
 On July 3, 2017, an International 
Organization for the Global Financial System, 
the Financial Stability Board (FSB) submitted 
its third annual report. 
 In this report, India has been listed among the 
countries which are in compliance with the 
implementation of Priority Area Reforms or on 
large scale compliance. 
 FSB reviewed the progress of implementing 
G-20 reforms by three EMDE (Emerging 
Market and Developing Economy) members, 
Argentina, Brazil and India, and recommended 
to remove the shortcomings identified. 
 The report listed India as a ‘compliant’ 
jurisdiction with regard to Basel III reforms in 
the risk-based capital and as ‘largely compliant’ 
on liquidity coverage ratio. 
 In terms of compensation related reforms, 
India is one of such jurisdictions where all FSB 
principles and standards have been implemented 
barring a few ( three or less). 
 FSB has also released a framework for 
evaluation after implementation of the effect of 
G-20 financial regulatory reforms. 
 

Establishment of Aluminium Park in 
Angul 
 On July 7, 2017, the Government of Odisha 
briefed that the National Aluminum Company 
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Limited (NALCO) will establish an Aluminium 
Park in Angul, in collaboration with the 
Industrial Infrastructure Development 
Corporation of Odisha. 
 An amount of Rs. 180 crore will be invested 
in the infrastructure of the project which is 
expected to generate 15000 jobs. 
 Currently, Odisha contributes about 54 
percent of India’s total smelting (metal 
separation or melting or liquefaction) capacity. 
 This Aluminium Park will be the first project 
in the Indian subcontinent which will provide 
the facility of getting molten. This park will be 
established on more than 223 acres of area. 
 An Aluminium Product Evaluation Centre 
will also be installed in this park. 
 Odisha Industrial Infrastructure Development 
Limited was established in the year 1981. 
 
Financial Stability Report June, 2017 
 On June 30, 2017, the Reserve Bank of India 
released the Financial Stability Report (FSR) 
June, 2017 a biannual publication and the 15th in 
the series. 
 The FSR reflects the overall assessment on 
the stability of India’s financial system and its 
resilience to risks emanating from global and 
domestic factors. 
 The report hopes for a better growth outlook 
in view of reforms in Foreign Direct Investment, 
implementation of Goods and Services Tax 
(GST), and revival in external demand. 
Financial Institutions: Soundness and 
Resilience 
 During 2016-17, while deposit growth of 
Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs) picked 
up, credit growth remained sluggish putting 
pressure on net interest income (NII), 
particularly of the public sector banks (PSBs). 
 While profitability ratios of SCBs showed a 
marginal increase, PSBs continue to show a 
negative return on assets (RoA). 
 The gross non-performing advances (GNPAs) 
of the banking sector rose but the stressed 
advances ratio declined between September, 
2016 and March, 2017 due to fall in restructured 
standard advances. 

 Overall, capital to risk-weighted assets ratio 
(CRAR) improved from 13.4 per cent to 13.6 
per cent between September, 2016 and March, 
2017. 
 The share of the large borrowers, both in 
SCBs’ total loans portfolio as well as GNPAs, 
showed a reduction between September, 2016 
and March, 2017. 
 At the system level, the CRAR of Scheduled 
Urban Co-operative Banks (SUCBs) increased 
from 13.0 per cent to 13.6 per cent between 
September, 2016 and March, 2017. 
 While the aggregate balance sheet of the 
NBFC sector expanded by 14.5 per cent during 
2016-17, their net profit was down by 2.9 per 
cent. 
 Assets under management by Mutual Funds 
(AUM) touched an all-time high of more than 
Rs. 17.5 trillion by end-March 2017. 
 From the perspective of larger financial 
system, SCBs continued to be the dominant 
players accounting for nearly 51 per cent of the 
bilateral exposure followed by Asset 
Management Companies Managing Mutual 
Funds (AMC-MFs), Non-banking Financial 
Companies (NBFCs), All India Financial 
Institutions (AIFIs), Insurance Companies and 
Housing Finance Companies (HFCs). 
Financial Sector: Regulation and 
Development 
 Imminent transition to India as will be 
challenging for Indian Banks in terms of skills 
as well as the requirement of a higher amount of 
provisioning. 
 RBI tightened its disclosure and standard 
assets provisioning requirements while adopting 
a more proactive approach in the resolution of 
stressed assets. 
 The Reserve Bank has also tightened its 
supervisory and enforcement frameworks by 
revising the Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) 
framework and establishing an Enforcement 
Department. 
 Lower impairment in home loans and overall 
weak credit growth have facilitated the RBI to 
take a counter-cyclical measure of reducing risk 
weights and standard assets provisioning for 
individual housing loans. 
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 The prudential norms on masala bonds have 
been harmonised broadly with that for External 
Commercial Borrowing (ECB). 
 SEBI, along with the RBI, allowed the 
derivative transactions in the International 
Financial Services Centres (IFSCs), while 
making the disclosure requirements for top 
listed entities more comprehensive. Investor 
protection measures were further enhanced by 
SEBI. 
 To enhance the effectiveness of grievance 
redressal mechanism at Market Infrastructure 
Institutions (MIIs), SEBI has comprehensively 
reviewed the existing framework in consultation 
with the Stock Exchanges and Depositories.  
 PFRDA allowed the second record keeping 
agency to bring down operating charges and 
enhancing the long-term returns to the investors. 
 Concerns arising from frauds and cyber-
attacks remain elevated with the recent global 
ransomware attacks. Various responses by the 
regulators in this regard include setting up of an 
Inter-disciplinary Standing Committee on Cyber 
Security by the RBI. 
 
Agreement between Odisha 
Government, IAAF and AFI 
 On July 6, 2017, the Odisha Government 
signed an Expression of Intent (EOI) to establish 
a high-performance academy in Bhubaneswar 
with the International Association of Athletics 
Federation (IAAF) and Athletics Federation of 
India (AFI). 
 This academy will be set up at Kalinga 
Stadium, Bhubaneswar. 
 This Academy will provide excellent 
coaching, integrated support services and 
educational experience for the state’s potential 
junior athletes and excellent athletes. 
 The State Government will provide all 
infrastructure and support services including the 
outdoor stadium and international level medical 
and physiotherapy facilities and experts. 
 The IAAF would provide specialists, assist in 
educating elite coaches and supporting 
specialists. The AFI will assist in the 
management of the academy and selection of 
it’s the head, teachers and other staff. 
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SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
World’s First Drone-Killing Laser 
Weapons System 
 On July 18, 2017, the S. Navy tested the 
world’s first Drone-Killing Laser Weapons 
System. During this trial, the laser weapon 
system deployed on board the USS Ponce 
amphibious transport ship successfully 
destroyed a drone(an unnamed aerial vehicle 
(UAV) and moving surface targets). It is the 
first fully penetrating capability system to the 
target at the surface and in the air. This weapon 
releases photons, elementary particles which 
transmit light, at the speed of light silently 
hitting their target and burning it to a 
temperature of thousands of degrees. This Laser 
active Weapon System can move at the speed of 
light, which is 50,000 times the speed of an 
incoming intercontinental ballistic missile. 
 
Nasr Missile 
 On July 5, 2017, Pakistan’s Strategic Plans 
Division (SPD) successfully test-fired an 
improved version of the Nasr short range 
ballistic missile (SRBM). 
 The other name of this missile is ‘Hatf-9’. 
 This is a surface-to-surface missile (SSM). 
 This missile has a strike range of 60 to 70 km. 
 The Hatf 9 is also believed to be a nuclear 
capable missile, but it could potentially carry an 
HE or sub munitions payload as well. 
 
Solar powered air-conditioned bed 
 According to a report released on July 3, 
2017, the UAE-based Aries International 
Maritime Research Institute has developed a 
solar powered bed in association with Arise 
International, an interior designing and technical 
consultancy company. 
 The innovative concept is expected to be a 
big boon for sun-soaked Middle East region and 
powerless (where there is no access to 
electricity) remote villages of countries in Asia 
and Africa. 

 Conventional air conditioning system 
accounts 25-70 per cent of households annual 
energy expenses while Solar AC bed will 
consume only 20 per cent energy compared to 
the normal AC system. 
 This AC bed allows 80 per cent power 
savings and is designed to run efficiently in all 
climate conditions with minimal maintenance 
cost. 
 These Solar AC bed can be run on normal 
electricity too. 
 
Painless vaccine patch 
 According to a research published in the 
journal the Lancet on June 28th, 2017, Professor 
Mark Prausnitz of the Georgia Institute of 
Technology has developed a painless patch that 
can replace the injection given for future flu 
vaccination. 
 The size of this patch is equal to the thumb 
impression which contains 100 “microneedles” 
containing the vaccine, which dissolve after 
delivering a dose. 
 The gum in the patch keeps the patch stick to 
the skin and medicine penetrates the skin 
through the needles, through the upper surface 
of the skin. This patch can be removed twenty 
minutes later. This patch has been developed by 
researchers from Emory University in the US 
and was funded by a grant from the National 
Institute of Biomedical Imaging and 
Bioengineering. Patches don’t require 
refrigeration and can be stored at a temperature 
of 40 degrees Celsius for one year. 
 Patch manufacturing cost is also likely to be 
less than the normal syringe, which will increase 
its coverage. 
 This patch will not require pain injections to 
give insulin to people suffering from diabetes 
and to give treatment to cancer patients. 
 
Nuclear power system to be built on 
Mars 
 NASA’s technology development branch has 
been funding a project to establish Nuclear 
power system for Mars. 
 The project is costing about $ 15 million. 
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 Testing of the project is due to start in 
September and end in January 2018. 
 The system will be demonstrated at the 
Nevada National Security Site near Las Vegas. 
 Under this project, NASA envisions sending 
four or five small fission reactors to Mars. 
 Each fission reactor is capable of generating 
about 10 kilowatts of power. 
 Last time NASA tested a fission reactor was 
during the 1960s’ Systems for Nuclear Auxiliary 
Power, or SNAP, program, which developed 
two types of nuclear power systems (i) 
Radioisotope thermoelectric generators, (ii) An 
atom-splitting fission reactor. 
 In the RTG system, heat released from the 
natural decay of a radioactive element, such as 
plutonium. 
 RTGs have powered dozens of space probes 
over the years, including the Curiosity rover 
currently exploring Mars. 
 
Natural noise of the body helpful in 
detecting the cancer 
 In June 2017, Stefan Catheline from the 
University of Lyon, France and other scientists 
discovered the method of detection of cancer of 
the body by the elastography technique and the 
diagnosis of diseases like liver and thyroid etc. 
in the early stages. 
 Elastography sometimes called the 
earthquake science of the human body is an 
emerging technique used to enhance the medical 
ultrasound image. 
 Through this, by measuring the elasticity of 
biological tissue such as cancer liver and 
thyroid, diseases etc. can be detected in early 
stages with high accuracy. 
 The elasticity of tissues in passive 
elastography techniques is measured by using 
Shear waves from the body’s own expansion, 
which enables more effective imaging inside the 
body more prudently than traditional 
elastography. 
 The technique of Passive Elastography is 
used in detecting cancer in the deep organs of 
the body such as prostate or liver, for well-
protected organs such as the brain, and for 
fragile organs such as the eye. 

 Shear waves, which passes through any 
medium, are produced when an object becomes 
distorted by heavy pressure such as during an 
earthquake or explosion. 
 In order to measure the hardness of the tissue 
in medical science, shear waves are produced by 
vibration equipment. 
 A cancerous tumour or tissue displays much 
hardness compared to healthy tissues or benign 
tumours. This difference in hardness cannot be 
seen or experienced through traditional methods 
or other imaging methods. 
 Shear waves are difficult to produce in the 
internal organs such as in the deep liver in the 
body behind the Ribcage. 
 Scientists have developed a new approach to 
this solution, in which the noise of biologically 
generated natural shear waves is analyzed. 
 This technique works on shear waves 
naturally present in the human body due to 
muscles activities to construct a shear elasticity 
map of soft tissues. 
 Thus, it is called Passive Electrography. 
 
Sohum 
 On July 17, 2017, ‘SOHUM’ was formally 
launched by the Minister of State for Science 
and Technology & Earth Sciences, Shri Y.S. 
Chowdary, in New Delhi. SOHUM is an 
indigenously developed newborn hearing 
screening device. 
 This device was developed by School of 
International Biodesign (SIB) start-up M/s 
Sohum Innovation Labs India Pvt. Ltd. 
 This battery-operated device is non-invasive 
i.e.which means babies do not need to be 
sedated. The device measures auditory brain 
waves via three electrodes placed on the baby’s 
head. When stimulated, they detect electrical 
responses generated by the brain’s auditory 
system. The aim is to screen two percent of 
hospital-born babies in the first year, before 
scaling up and the device has been installed in 
five clinical centres who are currently running 
the hearing screening program. 
 This innovative medical device has been 
developed under Department of Biotechnology 
(DBT), Ministry of Science and Technology. 
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Reliance Jio launches submarine cable 
system 
 On June 29, 2017, Reliance Jio, the biggest 
4G and mobile broadband digital service 
provider in India, announced the launch of the 
Asia-Africa-Europe (AAE-1) submarine cable 
system. 
 This AAE-1 is touted as the longest 100Gbps 
technology based submarine system. 
 It will stretch over 25,000 km from Marseille, 
France to Hong Kong, with 21 cable landings 
across Asia and Europe. 
 This project is the combined work of leading 
telecom service providers from Europe, the 
Middle East, and Asia. 
 AAE-1 will provide the requisite flexibility 
and diversity for telecom firms and their 
customers in addition to diversified Points of 
Presence in Asia (Hong Kong and Singapore) 
and three onward connectivity options in Europe 
(via France, Italy and Greece). 
 AAE-1 links seamlessly with other cable 
systems and fibre networks to deliver direct 
access to all global markets. 
 AAE-1 will provide one of the lowest latency 
routes between Hong Kong, India, Middle East 
and Europe with the fewest hops. 
 The AAE-1 NOC (network operations centre) 
will be managed by Jio (Navi Mumbai). 
 
Sale of C-17 aircraft to India 
 On June 29, 2017, The U.S. State Department 
approved the possible sale to India of one 
Boeing C-17 transport aircraft. 
 It will improve India’s capability to meet 
current and future strategic airlift requirements. 
 The C-17 has a capability to carry around 70 
tonnes of load and around 150 fully geared 
troops. 
 C-17 will replace the Russian IL-76 aircraft 
which has the capability to carry loads up to 
around 40 tonnes. 
 The aircraft will give major thrust and 
flexibility to IAF’s capability to swiftly move 
troops and tanks to battle fronts. 
 The estimated cost of this C-17 transport 
aircraft $366 million. 
 

Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile 
 On July 3, 2017, India successfully test-fired 
an indigenously developed quick reaction 
surface- to-air short range missile from 
Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur 
Odisha. 
 This was the second developmental trial of 
the state-of-the-art missile with an aerial target. 
The first test launch of the missile was 
conducted on June 4, 2017 from the same base. 
The strike range of this missile is 20 to 30 km. It 
is capable of engaging multiple targets. This 
missile has been developed by the Defence 
Research and Development Organization 
(DRDO). This missile is equipped with an all- 
weather weapon system capable of tracking and 
firing. 
 
China’s First X-ray Telescope 
 On June 15, 2017, China launched a hard X-
ray Modulation telescope (HXMT) using a long 
March-4B (Chang Zheng-4) launch vehicle from 
the Jiuquan satellite launch centre at Gobi 
desert. 
 This is China’s first astronomical satellite into 
space. 
 The name of this telescope is insight. 
 The telescope is placed in orbit at a distance 
of 550 km. from Earth. 
 The new orbiting telescope will be used to 
monitor pulsars and in observing black holes 
and neutron star emitting bright X-rays. 
 
Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile 
 On July 3, 2017, India successfully test-fired 
an indigenously developed quick reaction 
surface- to-air short range missile from 
Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur 
Odisha. 
 This was the second developmental trial of 
the state-of-the-art missile with an aerial target. 
The first test launch of the missile was 
conducted on June 4, 2017 from the same base. 
The strike range of this missile is 20 to 30 km. It 
is capable of engaging multiple targets. This 
missile has been developed by the Defence 
Research and Development Organization 
(DRDO). This missile is equipped with an all- 
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weather weapon system capable of tracking and 
firing. 
 
America sanctioned the sale of 
unmanned drones to India 
 On June 22, 2017, the US government 
approved the sale of 22 unmanned Guardian 
drones to India. 
 This deal worth $2 to3 billion was approved 
by the US State Department. 
This drone is manufactured by General Atomics. 
 This drone can fly up to an altitude of up to 
50,000 ft for 27 hours at a time. 
It is used for intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance. 
 
Exercise Maitree 2017 
 On July 3, 2017, Exercise Maitree 2017- 14-
day joint training exercise of the Indian Army 
with the Royal Thailand Army, started at Bakloh 
in Chamba district in Himachal Pradesh. 
 Around 100 troops from the Indian Army and 
the Royal Thailand Army are participating in 
this exercise. 
 The joint exercise aims at building and 
promoting closer relations while exchanging 
skills and experiences between both the armies. 
 This joint exercise will try to familiarize both 
contingents with each other’s operating 
procedures in the backdrop of counter 
insurgency/ counter terrorism environment. 
 This will enhance interoperability while 
carrying out operations to counter insurgency 
and terrorism. 
 The previous edition of the exercise was held 
at Krabi, Thailand in 2016. 
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TREATY &  
AGREEMENTS 

 
MoU between India and Israel 
 On June 28, 2017, the Union Cabinet chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved the 
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between India and Israel on National 
Campaign for Water Conservation in India. 
 This MoU will benefit the country in 
conserving water for future generations. 
 Under this MoU, the two countries shall work 
to enhance cooperation at the national, regional 
and international level to design, implement and 
monitor a professionally designed National 
Water Conservation Campaign in India. 
The Ministries agree to jointly work on the 
water conservation campaign to achieve the 
following objectives: 
(i) Put water conservation on the national 
agenda in India. 
(ii) Encouraging every citizen to save water in 
everyday life. 
(iii) Generating awareness about water. 
(iv) Promoting Reuse, Recharge and Recycling 
of water. 
(v) Development of digital tools such as 
websites, mobile applications on the subject of 
water conservation. 
 
Switzerland ratified adoption of 
automatic exchange of information on 
Black Money 
 On June 16, 2017, the Swiss Federal Council 
agreed to adopt the dispatch on the introduction 
of the Automatic Exchange of Information 
(“AEOI”) with 41 states and territories.  
 As part of this dispatch, the first set of data 
exchange will take place in 2019. 
 The collection of information for data 
exchange will begin in 2018. 
 The Federal Council will prepare a status 
report from the exchange of data, which is 
proposed to be prepared in the autumn of 2019. 
 AEOI network has extended to most of the 
G20 and OECD states in addition to the already 

existing agreements with 38 states and 
territories, including all EU member states. 
 Brazil, China, Liechtenstein, and Russia are 
notable states included within the list of 41 
states and territories. 
 
Purchase of Bombardier Aircraft 
 On June 20, 2017, Indian airline company 
SpiceJet signed a letter of intent to purchase 50 
Q400 turboprop airliners with the Bombardier 
Commercial Aircraft. 
 The deal was announced by Bombardier 
Commercial Aircraft and SpiceJet during the 
International Paris Air Show. 
 This signed letter contains 25Q Turboprop 
and the right to purchase 25 additional aircraft. 
 The number of seats in the aircraft is 86. 
 Based on the Q400 turboprop price list, this 
order can be up to 1.7 billion US dollars. 
 SpiceJet will use this new aircraft to start 
flights with regional connectivity as well as 
neighbouring countries. 
 The Canadian company Bombardier 
Commercial Aircraft is one of the leading 
aircraft and train manufacturing companies in 
the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

17 

 

PLANNING & PROJECT 
 
Garib Nawaz Skill Development 
Centres 
 On July 6, 2017, announcement for the 
establishment of 100 Garib Nawaz Skill  
Development Centres were made by the 
Minister of State for Minority Affairs 
(Independent Charge) & Parliamentary Affairs, 
Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi. 
 These centres will provide for employment 
oriented skill development of youth belonging to 
Minority communities. 
 In next six months, Garib Nawaz Skill 
Development Centres, will be established in 
Hyderabad, Noida, Lucknow, Jaipur, Nagpur, 
Aurangabad, Bhopal, Indore, Allahabad, 
Mysore, Chennai, Goa, Gauhati, Kolakata, 
Patna, Kishanganj, Dehradun, Shahjahanpur, 
Rampur, Ranchi, Giridih, Mewat, Tijara, 
Panipat, Delhi, Uddhamsingh Nagar, Amritsar, 
Chandigarh, Mumbai etc. 
 
Mission Family Development 
 On July 11th, 2017, Mission Family 
Development was launched in 57 districts of 
Uttar Pradesh by state Family Welfare Minister 
Rita Bahuguna Joshi and Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) Swati Singh, at Avanti 
Bai Hospital, Balrampur on the occasion of 
World Population Day. 
 The scheme targets will be implemented in 
such 57 districts from July 11th, 2017, which 
have a Total Fertility Rate (TFR) of 3 and 
above. 
 On this occasion ‘New Initiative’ kit, is given 
in the form of Shagun to 10 newly-wed couples 
under the Mission Family Development 
Program. 
 Awareness vehicle ‘sarathi’ is flagged off for 
the promotion of message of family planning in 
selected 57 districts. 
 On this occasion, the introduction of ‘Antara’ 
(contraceptive injection) and hormone-free 
centroke tablet ‘Shadow’ were introduced to 
increase the acceptance of family planning 
programs. 

 On the occasion of World Population Day 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath flagged the 
awareness rally in Lucknow and launched 
‘Population Stability Week (Pakkhwada)’. 
 
Direct benefit transfer scheme 
 On July 10, 2017, the Central Government 
released the data on savings under the direct 
benefit transfer scheme. 
 According to the Central Government, in the 
financial year 2016-17, a total of Rs. 57,029 
crore has been saved under direct benefit 
transfer. 
 A total of 485 schemes has been identified 
from 60 ministries for the DBT. 
 This scheme was launched by the then Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh on January 1, 2013. 
 
Satellite based Unmanned Railway 
Crossing Systems 
 The Indian Space and Research Organisation 
(ISRO) has developed a satellite-based chip 
system to alert road users at unmanned level 
crossings about approaching trains and also help 
in tracking train movement on a real-time basis. 
 On a pilot basis, the Mumbai and Guwahati 
Rajdhani trains will be equipped with this 
system. 
 This system will warn road users by Hooters 
once a train approaches an unmanned level 
crossing. 
This technology will be extended to more trains 
in a phase-wise manner, according to the plan. 
 The satellite-based system will also be used 
for tracking trains for disseminating information 
about their movement on real time basis. 
 Notably, there are about 10,000 unmanned 
railway crossings in the country which account 
for around 40 per cent of accidents involving the 
railways. 
 
Startup India Hub 
 On June 19, 2017, the Commerce & Industry 
Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman launched the 
Startup India Virtual Hub at New Delhi. 
 This hub is an online platform for all 
stakeholders of the entrepreneurial ecosystem in 
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India to discover, connect and engage with each 
other. 
 India is the third largest startup ecosystem 
around the globe. 
 On this occasion, a new initiative has also 
been announced, wherein a Startup exchange 
program amongst the SAARC nations would be 
organized. 
 The portal will host startups, investors, funds, 
mentors, academia, incubators, accelerators, 
corporates, Government bodies and more. 
 The Virtual Hub is a dynamic & interactive 
platform that will facilitate learning & 
development, networking, mentorship and 
funding for startups. 
 The basic principle behind developing this 
platform is to aggregate different offerings of 
the ecosystem and enable discovery by the right 
audience. 
 The Hub has also aggregated over 50 relevant 
Govt schemes/programs.  
 In the second phase, the platform will also 
aggregate schemes available across various state 
governments. 
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CONFERENCE 
 

World Petroleum Congress 
 The 22nd World Petroleum Congress (WPC) 
was held from July 09-13, 2017 in Istanbul, 
Turkey. 
 The theme of the 22nd WPC was “Bridges to 
Our Energy Future”. 
 Dharmendra Pradhan Minister of State (I/C) 
for Petroleum and Natural Gas, represented 
India in the conference. 
 

Conference of State Panchayati Raj 
Ministers 
 On June 27, 2017, the Conference of 
Panchayati Raj ministers of various states was 
held in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. 
 Union Panchayati Raj and Rural 
Development Minister Narendra Singh Tomar 
also attended the conference. 
 Presentations were made on a number of 
issues related to Panchayats in the country. It 
included gram panchayat development, grant of 
14th Finance Commission (FFC) to gram 
panchayats, innovative training programme, e-
governance and Panchayat (Expansion till 
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996. 
 On this occasion, Sarpanchs of 15 Gram 
Panchayats were honoured for excellent work in 
different areas of development. 
 

Indian Film Festival of Melbourne 
(IFFM) -2017 
 From 10-22 August, 2017 The Indian Film 
Festival of Melbourne (IFFM) will be held in 
Melbourne, Australia. 
 This festival is focused on ‘Diversity’ which 
is the main theme of the festival. 
 Famous Bollywood actress Vidya Balan will 
be the brand ambassador of the film festival. 
 This film festival will be started with the 
performance of Alankrita Shrivastava’s film 
‘Lipstick under my Burka’. 
 This year, IFFM will show more than 60 
films from 20 languages. 
 

 

National-level conference on ‘Crowd 
Management’ 
 On July 11-12, 2017, a National Conference 
on ‘Crowd Management’ was organised in 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. 
 The two-day conference was jointly 
organized by the National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) and the Kerala State 
Disaster Management Authority (KSDMA). 
 The conference aims to strengthen the 
capacity of all the stakeholders to organise safe 
mass gathering events. 
 
Van Mahotsav 
 On July 1, 2017, Van Mahotsav- the annual 
tree-planting festival was inaugurated by Uttar 
Pradesh’s Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath by 
planting trees in Kukerail East, Jarhara forest 
block. 
 The Van Mahotsav concluded on July 7, 
2017. 
 During the Van Mahotsav, tree- plantation 
campaign was conducted in 27 districts along 
the Ganges coast. 
 On July 5, 2017, the Chief Minister launched 
a special tree-plantation campaign on the 
Ganges coast in Garhmukteshwar (Hapur). 
 During the Van Mahotsav, about 6.55 crore 
saplings were planted in the entire state. 
 On this occasion, the Chief Minister also 
released a booklet titled ‘ Dharmik Vatika’. 
 Van Mahotsav festival is celebrated in the 
first week of July every year since 1950. 
 It was started by the then Union Agriculture 
and Food Minister K.M Munshi. 
 On this occasion, the Chief Minister 
inaugurated the ‘School Chalo Abhiyan’ for the 
academic session 2017-18 by distributing school 
bags, uniforms and books for 10 children of 
primary and pre- secondary schools and flagged 
off the nomination chariot of this campaign. 

 
 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

20 

 

SPORTS 
 

Wimbledon Championships, 2017 
 Wimbledon Championships, 2017, ITF’s 
third grand slam tennis tournament held from 
July 3 -16 in the All England Lawn Tennis, 
Club, London (U.K.). 
 Competition Results- 
 Men’s singles 
Winner-Roger Federer (Switzerland) 
Runner up- Marin Cilic (Croatia) 
 Women’s singles 
Winner-Garbine Muguruza (Spain) 
Runner up-Venus Williams (United States) 
 Men’s doubles 
Winner-Lukasz Kubot (Poland) and Marcelo 
Melo (Brazil) 
Runners up- Oliver Marach (Austria) and Mate 
Pakic (Croatia) 
 Women’s doubles 
Winner-Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesnina 
(both Russia) 
Runner up-Chan Hao-ching (Chineseype) and 
Monica Niculescu (Romania) 
 Mixed Doubles 
Winner-Jamie Murray (UK) and Martina Hingis 
(Switzerland) 
Runner-up-Henri Kontinen (Finland) and 
Heather Watson (UK) 
 Federer did not lose any set in seven matches 
during the tournament. 
 Roger Federer defeated Croatia’s Marin Cilic 
6-3, 6-1, 6-4 to win the men’s singles title at 
Wimbledon 
 Federer is the only player who won two 
Grand Slam consecutive times. 
 He won Wimbledon from 2003 to 2007, 
while from 2004 to 2008; he won the title of the 
US Open. 
 Federer became the oldest player (35 years, 
342 days) to win the Wimbledon title in the 
Open era (beginning in 1968). 
 Earlier this record was in the name of 
America’s Arthur Ash. 
 Arthur won the title of 1975 in 31 years, 360 
days. 
 This is Federer’s record 8th Wimbledon title. 
(Record 11th Wimbledon Final) 

 Federer left behind Pete Sampras and William 
Renshaw with seven Wimbledon titles. 
 This was Federer’s record 29th Grand Slam 
final, out of which he won 19. (Rafael Nadal 22 
Grand Slam Finals) 
 These 19 titles include 8 Wimbledon, 5 US, 5 
Australian Open and 1 French Open. 
 Overall 3 Top Players (Women / Men) 
winning the Grand Slam titles are – 
1. Margaret Court, Australia-23 
2. Serena Williams , USA-23 
3. Steffi Graf Germany-22 
 Venus Williams (America) is the second 
oldest (37 years, 30 days) player after Martina 
Navratilova, who makes the place in 
Wimbledon final. 
 Navratilova made to the Wimbledon final in 
1994, 37 years, 258 days, but she also lost in the 
final, like Venus. 
 Roger became the first living Swiss citizen in 
2007, whose name was printed on Swiss Stamp. 
 Federer holds the top position in the ATP 
ranking for 302 weeks. 
 Federer has been involved in the top rankings 
from 2002 to November 2016. 
 
India’s tour to the West Indies 
 Indian cricket team played 5 ODIs and a T-20 
match on the West Indies tour from June 23rd – 
July 9th, 2017. 
 Indian team won the one-day series 3-1 and 
the West Indies won the T20 match. 
 Indian team was headed by Virat Kohli in 
ODI and T20 matches. 
 Indian batsman Ajinkya Rahane, who made 
the highest score in the ODI series (336), was 
chosen Player of the Series. 
 Jason Holder (West Indies) and Kuldeep 
Yadav took highest number of wickets (8-8) in 
the series. 
 In the final and fifth match of the series 
Indian skipper Virat Kohli broke Sachin 
Tendulkar’s record for most centuries in One-
day Internationals while chasing. 
 This was Kohli’s 28th hundred in One-day 
cricket, 18 of which have come while chasing. 
 Tendulkar took 232 innings to reach 17, while 
Kohli reached the milestone in only 102 innings. 
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 In the fourth ODI of the series, Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni scored 50 runs off 108 balls which 
is the second slowest half-century in Indian 
cricket history. 
 Sourav Ganguly (50 runs /105 balls) was the 
second lowest scorer against Sri Lanka in 2005 
before Dhoni. 
 Earlier in 1999, Team India’s Sadagoppan 
Ramesh scored 50 runs in 117 balls in ODIs 
against Kenya. 
 West Indies palyer Evin Lewis scored an 
unbeaten 125 (62 balls) in the only T20 match 
played during the tour. 
 This is the highest score ever made by any 
player pursuing the target in the Twenty20 
match. 
 This is the third highest score of international 
Twenty20 cricket. 
 Aaron Finch holds the world record for 
highest score (156) in a T20 (against England, 
the year 2013). 
 Lewis became the first batsman to score two 
T20I centuries against the same country. 
 Earlier in August 2016, Louis made a century 
against India in Florida, America. 
 Apart from Louise, Chris Gayle and Brendon 
McCullum have also made two centuries in 
international Twenty20 cricket but against 
different teams. 
 Thus Louise became the third batsman to 
score two centuries in international Twenty20 
cricket. 
 

Confederations Cup-2017 
 The 10th edition of the International Male 
Football Tournament ‘Confederations Cup 
2017’ organized by the Federation of 
International Football Association (FIFA), 
concluded in St. Petersburg, Russia. (June 17 to 
July 2, 2017) 
 2014 Football World Cup winner Germany 
defeated Chile 1-0 in the final to win the title of 
the Quadrennial tournament for the first time. 
 Lars Stindl did the only goal for Germany in 
the 20th minute. 
 
 
 

The awards given in the competition are as 
follows: 
 Adidas Golden Ball – Julian Draxler (German 
Captain) 
 Adidas Silver Ball – Alexis Sanchez (Chile) 
 Adidas Bronze Ball – Leon Goretzka 
(Germany) 
 Adidas Golden Boot – Timo Werner 
(Germany, 3 goals, 2 assists) 
 Adidas Silver Boot – Lars Stindl and Leon 
Goretzka (both joint winners 3 goals, 0 assists) 
 Adidas Golden Glove – Claudio Bravo 
(Captain Chile) 
 FIFA Fair Play Award – Germany 
 Germany has won four Football World Cups 
(1954, 1974, 1990, 2014) and three UEFA 
Cup (1972, 1980, 1996), but this is Germany’s 
first title in the Confederations Cup. 
 Four-time Confederations Cup winning team 
Brazil (1997, 2005, 2009, 2013) failed to qualify 
for the tournament this time. 
 This is the first ever Confederations Cup 
tournament in which Video Assistant Referees 
(VARs) were used. 
 Confederations Cup is played every fourth 
year among the 6th Football Associations 
(UEFA, CONMEBOL, CONCACAF, CAF, 
AFC and OFC) and the current World Cup 
winners and with the host country (total 8 
teams). 
 
57th National Inter-State Senior 
Athletics Championships 
57th National Inter-State Senior Athletics 
Championship of Indian Athletics Federation 
concluded from July 15th -18th, 2017at Acharya 
Nagarjuna University ground, Guntur, Andhra 
Pradesh. 
 Kerala emerged champions with 159 points 
followed by Tamil Nadu (110) and Haryana 
(101) third. 
 Haryana (79 points) won the title of the 
championship in men’s category while Kerala 
won the title of the championship in women’s 
category with 105 points. 
 The host Andhra Pradesh remained overall in 
the 9th position (7th in the men’s and 13th in the 
women’s). 
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 Punjab’s Davinder Singh Kang (Javelin 
Throw) was declared the top athlete among men 
with 1127 points. 
 Kerala’s Anu R. (400m Hurdles in 57.21 
seconds) finished the championships as the best 
woman athlete with 1105 points. 
The main results of the championship are: 
Events Men’s Winner Women’s winner 
100 meters race- 
M- Elakkiyadasan, Tamilnadu 
W- Merlin Joseph, Kerala 
200 meters race- 
M- Amiya Kumar Mallick, Odisha 
W- Srabani Nanda, Odisha 
400 meters race- 
M- Amoj Jacob, Delhi 
W- Anilda Thomas, Kerala 
Triple jump- 
M- Arpinder Singh, Haryana  
W- Sheena NV, Kerala 
Discus Throw- 
M- DharmarajYadav, U.P.  
W- Himani Singh, U.P. 
Hammer Throw- 
M- Bhupinder Singh, U.P.  
W- Sarita R. Singh, U.P. 
Shot Put- 
M- Tejinder Singh Toor, Punjab 
W- Manpreet Kaur, Haryana 
 Siddhanth Thingalaya from Maharastra 
created a new meet record to win the men’s 
110m hurdles in 13.76s. 
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AWARDS AND 
HONOURS 

 
18th International Indian Film 
Academy Awards 
 The 18th International Indian Film Academy 
(IIFA) award was held in New York USA on 
July 14-15, 2017. 
 The IIFA Awards are also called Bollywood 
Oscars. 
Major awards and their winners are: 
 Best Film – Neeraja (Ram Madhavani). 
 Best Director – Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury 
(Film-Pink). 
 Best Actor – Shahid Kapoor (Film Udta 
Punjab). 
 Best Actress – Alia Bhatt (Film-Udta Punjab). 
 Best Supporting Actor – Anupam Kher (MS 
Dhoni: The Untold Story). 
 Best Supporting Actress – Shabana Azmi 
(Film- Neerja). 
 Debut Actor- Dilit Dosanjh (Film-Udta 
Punjab). 
 New Actress – Direction Patani (Film – MS 
Dhoni: The Untold Story). 
 Best Story – Shakun Batra-Ayesha Devitre 
Dhillon (Film-Kapoor and Sons). 
 Best Music Director-Pritam (Film-Aye Dil 
Hai Mushkil). 
 Best Singer – Amit Mishra (Film-Aye Dil Hai 
Mushkil, Song-Bulleya). 
 Best Lyrics – Abhitibha Bhattacharya (Film – 
Aye Dil Hai Mushkil, song- Channa Mereya). 
 IIFA Woman of the Year –Taapasee Pannu 
(Film-Pink). 
 
Great Immigrants’ annual award 
 On US’s Independence Day on July 4, 2017, 
two Indians Americans were honoured with 36 
other immigrants. 
 Shantanu Narayen and Vivek Murthy are the 
two Indian Americans honoured with the 
prestigious ‘Great Immigrants’ annual award. 
 Shantanu Narayen is the Adobe chief and is a 
board member of Pfizer and US-India Business 

Council (USIBC)and Vivek Murthy is former 
US Surgeon General. 
 Other honorees include Canadian-origin 
social entrepreneur Jeff Skoll, who has been 
awarded the 2017 Carnegie Medal of 
Philanthropy, PayPal co-founder of Ukrainian 
origin Max Levchin, Iranian-origin 
philanthropist and entrepreneur Hushang 
Ansary. 
 The award was given by the New York based 
Carnegie Corporation, established in 1911 by 
Scottish immigrant Andrew Carnegie. 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 
 
UNICEF’s newest Goodwill 
Ambassador  
 On July 15, 2017 the actress, comedian, and 
author Lilly Singh was appointed UNICEF’s 
newest Goodwill Ambassador. 
 Lilly Singh is Canadian citizen of Indian 
origin. 
 As a Goodwill Ambassador, Lilly will use her 
unique digital presence to engage children and 
young people and empower them to speak out 
about the challenges they face. 
 The list of other UNICEF Goodwill 
Ambassadors includes David Beckham, Orlando 
Bloom, Jackie Chan, Muzoon Almellehan, 
Danny Glover, Liam Neeson, Priyanka Chopra, 
Ricky Martin and Shakira. 
 It is notable that UNICEF was established in 
1946 with the aim of providing nutrition and 
health services to the children of the countries 
which were destroyed in World War II. 
 It is headquartered in New York (United 
States). 
 Currently, from May 1st 2010, Anthony Lake 
is the sixth Executive Director of the United 
Nations Children’s Fund. 
 
New Brand Ambassador to Skill India 
Campaign 
 On June 25th, 2017, the National Skill 
Development Corporation (NSDC) appointed 
famous Bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra as 
the brand ambassador of ‘Skill India Campaign’. 
 Priyanka will use her celebrity status to 
motivate youngsters to hone their abilities 
through a media campaign. 
 The government aims to train 40 crore people 
by 2022 through its skilling initiatives. 
 The National Skill Development Corporation 
India (NSDC) was setup as a one of its kind, 
Public Private Partnership Company with the 
primary objective of promoting the skills 
landscape in India. 
 

 
 

R. K Pachnanda 
 On June 30, 2017, senior IPS officer R.K. 
Pachnanda took charge as the new Director 
General of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP). 
 His tenure lasts up to October 31, 2018. 
 In this post, he replaced Krishna Chaudhary. 
 Mr. Pachnanda is a 1983 batch Indian Police 
Service officer of the West Bengal cadre. 
Prior to the appointment as DG ITBP, Shri 
Pachnanda has served in various capacities as 
Commissioner of Police, Kolkata and DG 
NDRF. 
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DEMISE 
 
U. R. Rao 
 On July 24, 2017, former Indian Space 
Research Organization (ISRO) chairman and 
space scientist U.R. Rao passed away. 
 Professor Rao, served as ISRO Chairman for 
10 years during 1984-1994, after taking the reins 
from Satish Sharma. 
 Rao has been involved in all ISRO missions 
till date, including the first Indian satellite 
‘Aryabhata’. Under his leadership, India 
successfully launched the ASLV rocket and the 
operational PSLV launch vehicle, capable of 
launching 2.0 ton class of satellite into polar 
orbit. 
 He contributed to the development of rocket 
technology which led to the successful launch of 
Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicle (ASLV) 
and Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV). 
 Rao is said to have initiated the Geostationary 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV) and development of 
cryogenic engine in 1991, which has in the 
recent past put Indian space on par with global 
superpowers. 
 He was the first Indian space scientist to be 
inducted into the prestigious ‘Satellite Hall of 
Fame’ in Washington DC and the ‘IAF Hall of 
Fame’ in Mexico’s Guadalajara. 
 Professor UR Rao was awarded the Padma 
Bhushan in 1976 and the Padma Vibhushan in 
2017 for his contribution to Indian space 
technology. 
 
Martin Landau 
 On July 15, 2017, the famous American 
character actor Martin Landau passed away. 
 He was 89 years old. 
 He was awarded the Oscar in 1995for Best 
Supporting Actor for the role of Bela Lugosi in 
the film Ed Wood. 
 Apart from this, he has also awarded the 
Golden Globe Award thrice for Best Supporting 
Actor (1995, 1989) and best TV actor (1968). 
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PLACES IN NEWS 
 
Dhirubhai Ambani Aerospace Park 
 On July 10th, 2017 The Board of Approval 
(BoA) for special economic zone (SEZ) under 
the Ministry of Commerce approved the 
Reliance Aero structure proposal for the 
development of the Dhirubhai Ambani 
Aerospace Park. 
 Park (DAAP) will be established at Mihan 
SEZ (Nagpur). 
Reliance plans to develop this park with a 
proposed investment of Rs. 6500 crores. 
 The park will be spread over 289 acres and 
will set to become the largest Greenfield 
aerospace park in the country. 
 It will be developed in two phase. In the first 
phase, development will be spread over 104 
acres and the second phase will cover an 
additional area of 185 acres. 
Business at the aerospace park over a 30-year 
period is expected to exceed 2, 00,000 crore. 
 The construction at the aerospace park is 
expected to start by end of the month The 
production will start in the first quarter of 2018. 
 
India’s first State to Have Separate 
Agricultural Budget 
 On July 1, 2017, the government of 
Telangana decided to present a separate budget 
for agriculture from 2018 to enhance funds for 
the agriculture sector. 
 The officials have also been directed to form 
farmers’ associations at various levels to 
organize the cultivators. 
 Farmers would be provided training of 
modern and scientific methods of farming so as 
to increase the farm output. 
 
Gay marriage got legal status in 
Germany 
 On June 30, 2017, In a historic decision, the 
Parliament of Germany voted to legalise gay 
marriage. 

 Thus Germany has become the 23rd country 
in the world to provide legal recognition to gay 
marriages. 
 393 MPs of the House supported the decision 
while 226 MPs voted in opposition. 
 Four MPs did not participate in voting and 
Chancellor Angela Merkel herself also cast her 
vote against it. 
 This bill provides equal rights to gay couples 
same as the heterosexual couples, in Germany 
and allow same-sex marriages and adoption of 
children jointly. 
 
National Gun Amnesty provision 
 On June 16, 2017, the Australian Government 
announced the implementation of the National 
Gun Amnesty provision for a period of 3 months 
in the country. 
 This provision came into effect from July 1st, 
2017. 
 During this time period, people can submit 
unlawful weapons without any punishment. 
 The reason for implementing this provision is 
the increase in the recent events of terrorist 
activities in which illegal weapons were used. 
 This provision has been implemented with the 
aim of reducing the number of illegal weapons. 
 Australia brought in a similar amnesty deal 
after the 1996 shootings in Port Arthur. 
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COMMISSION & 
COMMITTEE  

 
Committee for research on benefits 
from cow 
 On July 16, 2017, the Central Government set 
up a 19-member panel to carry out scientifically 
validated research on cow-derivatives. 
 The panel consists 19 members including 
three members from the RSS and the VHP and 
will be headed by Science and Technology 
Minister Harsh Vardhan. 
 This committee will select projects that will 
help in the scientific validation of panchagavya 
i.e. cow dung, urine, milk, curd and ghee in 
different areas like nutrition, health and 
agriculture. 
 Vijay Bhatkar, chairman of the science unit of 
RSS- Vigyan Bharti and Vice Chancellor of 
Nalanda University is the co-chairman of this 
committee. 
 Former director of CSIR R.A. Mashelkar, 
IIT-Delhi Director, Pro. V.Ramgopal Rao, 
General Secretary of Vigyan Bharti A. 
Jayakumar and Sunil Man Singh will be other 
members of the committee. 
 Apart from this, the secretaries of science and 
technology, biotechnology and energy ministry 
have been included in the committee. 
 The term of this committee will be 3 years. 
 
Dr. Ved Prakash Mishra Committee 
 On July 14, 2017, Dr. Ved Prakash Mishra 
Committee submitted its report to Union 
Shipping and Road Transport and Highways 
Minister Nitin Gadkari. 
 This Committee was constituted on 6th May, 
2016 to study how the existing healthcare 
infrastructure at major ports can be upgraded 
under PPP mode to provide world class health 
services, along with affordable medical and 
paramedical education. 
 The committee has indicated possible 
alternatives by which port hospitals can be 
upgraded under PPP mode so that their 
healthcare facilities are augmented. 

 The report has also indicated the feasibility of 
starting of the medical college and 
postgraduate speciality courses attached to port 
hospitals. According to the report, 
the hospitals at Mumbai Port which has more 
than 200 beds can be taken up for this, 
while hospitals at Cochin, Chennai, 
Vishakhapatnam and Kolkata ports can be 
considered for upgradation into tertiary care 
facilities, with a particular super speciality 
being assigned to a specific port hospital. 
 This can be made a super speciality centre 
hospital for referral purposes in hospitals 
by other port hospitals. 
 As such, Port Trust Hospital, Chennai could 
be availed for the development of tertiary 
care facilities in the domain of cardiovascular 
thoracic surgery, Port Trust Hospital 
Cochin for Nephrology, Port Trust Hospital 
Kolkata for neurology and neurosurgery 
and Port Trust Hospital Vishakhapatnam for 
gastroenterology and surgical 
gastroenterology respectively. 
 The report has also indicated certain policy 
changes that need to be brought in with 
the objective of widening the ambits of PPP 
mode and teachers eligibility qualification 
under the relevant regulations. 
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OPERATIONS & 
CAMPAIGN  

 
“JIGYASA” Programme 
 On July 6, 2017, Jigyasa, a student- scientist 
connect programme was officially launched in 
New Delhi. 
 This programme will be jointly implemented 
by Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR) and Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan 
(KVS). 
 Jigyasa programme is inspired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of a new India 
and “Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR)” of 
scientific community and institutions. 
 Under this programme, focus is on connecting 
school students and scientists so as to extend 
student’s classroom learning with that of very 
well planned research laboratory based learning. 
 The Programme is expected to connect 1151 
Kendriya Vidyalayas with 38 National 
Laboratories of CSIR targeting 100,000 students 
and nearly 1000 teachers annually. 
 “JIGYASA” is one of the major initiatives 
taken up by CSIR at the national level, during its 
Platinum Jubilee Celebration Year. 
 

Operation Swarn 
 Indian Railways is set to launch ‘Operation 
Swarn’ to improve services in Rajdhani and 
Shatabdi Express trains according to a release 
dated June 21, 2017. 
 In the first phase, Mumbai-Delhi-Rajdhani 
Express and Mumbai-Ahmedabad Shatabdi 
Express have been selected for upgradation. 
Later, more trains will be identified for 
upgradation in a phased manner. 
 Indian Railways will work on improving 
punctuality, cleanliness, coach interiors, 
catering, toilets, staff behaviour, security, 
housekeeping. 
 These trains will also be upgraded with 
services like Wi-Fi, infotainment screens, 
coffee-vending machines etc in future. 
 

 
 

Operation Prahar 
 On June 23, 2017, ‘Operation Prahar’ – the 
biggest anti-Naxal campaign was launched in 
Sukma district of Chhattisgarh by the security 
forces. 
 Chhattisgarh Police, CRPF’s Cobra Battalion, 
District Reserve Guard and Indian Air 
Force’s Anti Naxal Task Force participated in 
this operation. 
 The operation concluded on 26th June but the 
security forces continued the siege of 
Maoists. 
 More than 24 Naxalites were killed during the 
operation. 
 Three soldiers also died in the operation and 
many others were injured. 
 It is notable that this was the first time that 
the security forces managed to reach 
Tondamarka. 
 Tondamarka is considered to be the Naxalites 
stronghold. 
 The campaign was started after the news of 
the Maoists being hidden in the Chintagufa 
forests which were considered the capital of 
Maoists. 
 This area belongs to Naxal Leader Madvi 
Hidma. 
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YEAR, DAY & WEEK 
 

Statistics Day-2017 
 On June 29th, 2017, the 11th Statistical Day 
‘was observed across the country by the 
Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation. 
 The theme of this day for the year 2017 is 
‘Administrative Statistic’. 
 The objective of the celebration of this Day is 
to create public awareness about the importance 
of statistics in socio-economic planning and 
policy formulation. 
 It is noteworthy that Statistics Day is 
celebrated in recognition of the notable 
contributions made by Late Professor Prasanta 
Chandra Mahalanobis in the fields of statistics, 
statistical system and economic planning. 
 The government of India in 2007, designated 
29th June the birth anniversary of Prof. 
Mahalanobis as the “Statistics Day”. 
 Mahalanobis established the Indian Statistical 
Institute in Kolkata in 1931. 
 The Institute was declared an “Institute of 
National Importance” and made an autonomous 
body of Ministry of Statistics & Programme 
Implementation, through an act of Parliament in 
1959. 
 

Nelson Mandela International Day 
 ‘Nelson Mandela International Day’ was 
celebrated all over the world on July 18. 
 The theme for this year’s celebration was 
‘Action against Poverty’. 
 It is important to know that in November 
2009, the UN General Assembly declared 18 
July “Nelson Mandela International Day” in 
recognition of the former South African 
President’s contribution to the culture of peace 
and freedom. 
 This day was first celebrated on July 18th, 
2010. 
 Mandela Day is an occasion for everyone to 
take action and inspire change. 
 

World Youth Skills Day 
 ‘World Youth Skills Day’ was celebrated on 
July 15, 2017 all over the world. 

 The theme for ‘World Youth Skills Day 
2017’ is “Skills for the Future of Work”. 
 United Nations General Assembly on 
December 18, 2014, decided to designate 15th 
July, as World Youth Skills Day to increase 
awareness about the importance of investing in 
skill development of the youth. 
 Recently, according to the data from the 
International Labor Organization (ILO) 71 
million young people were unemployed in 2015 
and this figure will increase in some areas by the 
year 2017. 
 

World Population Day 
 On July 11, 2017, ‘World Population Day’ 
was celebrated throughout the world. 
 The theme of World Population Day 2017 is 
‘Family Planning: Empowering People, 
Developing Nations. 
 It is notable that the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP) passed a 
resolution in 1989, and took the decision to 
celebrate this day on 11th July every year. 
 According to the report ‘World Population 
Probability: Revision-2017’ released by the 
United Nations in June 2017, the present world 
population is 7.6 billion. 
 The world’s population is expected to grow 
8.6 billion in the year 2030, 9.8 billion in 2050 
and 11.2 billion by 2100. 
 According to this report, by 2024, India’s 
population will overtake China’s population. 
 Union Health and Family Welfare Minister 
J.P. Nadda launched new family planning 
initiative ‘Mission Family Development’. 
 ‘Mission Family Development’ will focus on 
146 high reproduction districts of 7 States with 
high TFR. 
 Under this initiative, population stabilization 
will be stressed upon, through the provision of 
service, incentive schemes and intensive 
monitoring. 
 

International Day of Cooperatives 
2017 
 On July 1, 2017, the ‘International Day of 
Cooperatives’ was celebrated all over the world. 
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 The theme for this year’s International day of 
cooperatives was – ‘Co-operatives ensure no 
one is left behind’. 
 On December 16, 1992, the United Nations 
General Assembly designated the first Saturday 
of July to be celebrated as International Day of 
Cooperatives, marking the centenary of the 
establishment of the International Cooperative 
Alliance. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Dree Festival 
 The Dree festival celebration started in 
Arunachal Pradesh on July 5, 2017by the 
Apatanis tribe. 
 This is an agricultural festival. 
 The significance of the festivals is mainly to 
ensure better cultivation, protection of the grains 
from hailstone, storms, insects and wild animals 
and well being of villagers in general and their 
livestock. 
 During the Dree festival, five main deities are 
worshipped, these are; Tamù, Metẁ, Medvr, 
Mepiñ and Danyi. 
 On this occasion, grand events and festivals 
are organized by this community. 
 Traditional singing and dance are a part of 
this celebration. 
 Apatani tribe is an inhabitant of a tranquil 
pine clad valley called Ziro at the core of Lower 
Subansiri District of Arunachal Pradesh. 
 Dree , Yapung, Myoko and Murung are the 
major festivals of Apatani. 
 

Law criminalizing torture 
 On July 5, 2017, Italy’s parliament approved 
a long awaited law criminalizing torture. 
 Torture has been declared a crime under this 
law and introduction of the crime of torture into 
the penal code has been approved. 
 The motion was passed with 198 in favour, 
104 abstaining, and 35 against, out of 337 law 
makers present. 
 Most members of the 630-member Lower 
House were absent. 
 This law makes torture punishable by four to 
ten years in prison. 
 Members of the security forces, police, etc. 
will be punished by an integrated 12-year prison 
for the offence under the law. 
 In 1988, Italy ratified the United Nations 
Convention against Torture, which was adopted 
by the international community in 1984s. 
 

 
 
 

450 kg. Jumbo LPG Cylinder 
 On July 3, 2017, Indian Oil Corporation 
launched in the Indian market a Jumbo LPG 
cylinder, Weighing 450 kg. at Coimbatore. 
 The Indane Jumbo is named ‘Mini-Bulk’. 
 Its flow rate is 2000 kilogram/ hour. 
 The license is not required for the use of this 
cylinder. 
 Presently, 5 and 14.2 kg domestic gas 
cylinders of Indane are available in the market 
whereas the company provides 19 and 47.5 kg 
of gas cylinders for commercial use. 
 IOC is India’s most profitable PSU and 
ranked 168th in Fortune Global 500 List, 2017 
while it was at 161stposition in the year 2016. 
 IOC was the leading company to launch LPG 
in India in the 1970s and Indane is the largest 
packed-LPG brands in the world. 
 

‘G-Ride’ 
 On July 2, 2017, Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan launched the Ride Sharing App 
‘G-Ride’. 
 This is a digital ride sharing platform. 
 It has been specially designed and deployed 
for the IT industry, by the Group of Technology 
Companies (GTech), the industry body of IT 
companies in the state. 
 G-Ride automatically matches co-workers 
and neighbours and help them travel together to 
work. 
 This app is available in Android and iOS 
versions. 
 Several IT companies in cities like Bengaluru, 
Chennai and Noida already encourage 
carpooling and ride-sharing. 
 The purpose of launching this app is to bring 
down the use of vehicles by half. 
 

Special Rhino Protection Force 
 On July 1st, 2017, a new Special Rhino 
Protection Force (SRPF) is being set up by the 
Assam Government for better protection of one 
horn Rhinoceros. 
 Recently, the Assam Government published 
advertisements for recruitment of 90 youth in 
this force. 
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 After the initial selection, they will be given 
the necessary training. 
 The whole process is expected to be 
completed by August this year. 
 There will be 22 officers for the proposed 
force, who will be appointed on deputation for 
leading the force. 
 
Culture on Cruise 
 On July 15, 2017, J&K Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages launched a weekly 
cultural programme series titled “Culture on 
Cruise” at Dal Lake. 
 This innovative programme series brings 
writers, performance artists, musicians, poets 
and academics together and offers a program of 
performances, workshops, talks, forums and 
debates. 
 On this occasion, Kashmir Divisional 
Commissioner Baseer Ahmad Khan announced 
that water transport for the public in the Jhelum 
river will be free of cost for a period of one 
month. 
 In order to develop water transport in the city, 
the Jhelum river and the Dal Lake water channel 
will be developed and prepared as per the water 
transport standards prevalent in Italian and other 
European countries. 
 The water transport facility will be available 
from Peerzo to Veir Chattabal and back route in 
the city. 
 Later, these services will be extended to 
Pulwama, Anantnag and Baramulla. 
 

Terrorist attack on Amarnath pilgrims 
 On July 10, 2017, terrorists attacked a bus 
carrying Amarnath pilgrims in which 7 pilgrims 
were killed and 19 other injured. 
 The attack was carried out in Kashmir’s 
Anantnag district. 
 The responsibility of the attack was taken by 
terrorist organizations Lashkar-e-Toiba and 
Jamaat-ul-Dawa. 
 

Ban on nylon and synthetic manja 
 On July 11, 2017, the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) imposed a country-wide blanket 
ban on nylon and synthetic ‘manjha’. 

 Earlier NGT had banned the use of Chinese 
meat. 
 A bench headed by NGT chairperson Justice 
Swatanter Kumar directed every State to impose 
a total ban on the ‘manja’, which are made of 
nylon or any other synthetic material or are 
coated with synthetic non-biodegradable 
substances. 
 The NGT has imposed the ban as it poses a 
threat to animals and humans. 
 

Country’s first Iron ore mine with 
solar plant 
 On July 10, 2017, the Noamundi Mine of 
Tata Steel located in Jamshedpur, became the 
first iron-ore mine of the country with the solar 
plant. 
 Tata Steel Company launched 3 MW Solar 
Power Plant in Noamundi  This Solar Photo 
Voltaic (PV) will reduce 3,000 tonnes of carbon 
emissions annually. 
 

Launch of Web Application for Legal 
Services to Prisoners 
 On June 28, 2017, the National Legal 
Services Authority (NALSA) launched a web 
application to provide free legal services to 
prisoners. 
 This Web application and the Legal Services 
Management System developed through the 
NIC was launched by Justice Dipak Misra in a 
conference held at the Indian Law Institute, New 
Delhi. Through Web Application, the State 
Legal Services Authorities and District Legal 
Services Authorities shall feed the data for each 
individual prison inmate in the jails within their 
jurisdiction, with regard to their being 
represented through a counsel in the court. The 
software will be able to generate reports 
showing the total number of inmates, the 
number of inmates unrepresented, the number of 
inmates represented by legal services lawyers 
and the number of inmates represented by 
private lawyers. 
 All the above information will be generated 
State wise, District wise and also in respect of 
each jail. The reports can also be generated by 
the period of incarceration, which will, in turn, 
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generate information with regard to prisoners 
eligible for bail under Section 436-A Cr.P.C. 
 

Chhattisgarh made world record on 
3rd International Yoga Day 
 On June 21, 2017,on the occasion of 
International Yoga 
Day, approximately 50 lakh people of 
Chhattisgarh State 
made the world record by doing Yogyabhyaas 
together at different places. 
 This record was included in Golden Book of 
World Record. 
 Golden Book of World Records’ Supervisor 
Santosh Agrawal presented the certificate of 
this world record to Chhattisgarh Chief Minister 
Raman Singh. 

*** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


