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NATIONAL EVENTS 
 
Modi Government: Three years of 
achievements 
   Three years of the Modi Government have 
passed. Evaluation of the achievements of three 
years of the government has been started 
particularly with a view to its promise of 
bringing ‘good days’. More than half of the five-
year term has passed. In a way, the countdown 
to the completion of the tenure of Modi 
government has begun. Therefore, discussion 
about the achievements and failures of the 
government is a timely exercise. One of the 
most remarkable things during this entire tenure 
was India's growth rate, which is 7.1% during 
this period whereas the world's growth rate is 
3.1 percent. Most of the works done in three 
years tenure of the Modi government are related 
to economy. Although it is not as visible on the 
ground as it should be. However, the allocation 
of funds to states according to the 
recommendation of the 14th Finance 
Commission has been increased for the first 
time by the central government. The states were 
used to be allocated about Rs. 3 Lakh crore so 
far, it has now been increased to 6 lakh crore. At 
the same time, one major achievement of the 
government is that it has stepped forward in 
implementing the goods and service tax. 
   This is the first time since independence, when 
more than 3,500 million people opened an 
account in banks; out of which highest numbers 
of accounts were opened under the Prime 
Minister Jan-Dhan Yojana. Along with this, 
these people have become eligible for life 
insurance directly. Applying the Jeevan Jyoti 
Yojana on the annual pension scheme for 
Rs.12/- a month and Atal pension scheme on Rs. 
330/- per year could also be considered as a 
great achievement of this government. This 
directly benefited more than 1,200 million 
people. The decision of demonetization taken on 
November 8, 2016, was considered to be a big 
step towards curbing black money. Along with 
this, several stringent measures have been taken 
to deal with the problem of black money. Tax 

evasion of about 9 lakh 36 thousand crore has 
been seized. Bhim App has emerged as one of 
the most popular app for cashless transactions in 
the world. 
   Whereas the UPA government’s allocation of 
mineral blocks attracted controversies in the 
past, this government auctioned minerals blocks 
without any dispute. According to Prime 
Minister Modi's plan, 28 crore LED bulbs were 
distributed across the country and 6 crore LPG 
connections were provided to people. Along 
with this, the government took a big step 
towards people’s welfare by reducing the prices 
of 500 generic drugs. The government also 
played a major role in bringing the cost of 
coronary stent used in the heart bypass surgery, 
to 30 thousand rupees from 1.5 lakh rupees. This 
has given direct benefit to those who were 
unable to undergo heart bypass surgery due to 
lack of money. The Modi government also 
claims to give health benefits to the poor 
through generic medicines by the medium of 
‘Amrit’ stores. The Government of India has set 
the goal of getting rid of leprosy and Black fever 
by 2018 and smallpox by 2020. These three 
years also witnessed the construction of toilets 
in the homes of 4.5 crore people. Under Mission 
Rainbow, vaccination has been provided to 700 
million children. 
   The government also provided constitutional 
status to the Backward Classes Commission and 
banned the use of red beacon. This government 
allocated ‘patta’ land to 52 lakh tribals, 
increased the MSP of crops for farmers and 
offered insurance and Soil Health Cards. This 
has resulted in increased agricultural growth rate 
in states like Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
Gujarat and Bihar. Urea production was the 
highest in the country in 2016-17. 
   The Modi government succeeded in getting 
the Enemy Property Act enacted. At the same 
time, the government sent a strong message to 
the world with surgical strikes in Pakistan 
Occupied Kashmir last year. ‘Benami property 
law’ can prove to be a giant steps towards 
prevention of black money. To bring 
transparency in electoral politics, the limit of 
donation has been reduced from Rs.20000 to 
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Rs.2000. The government has done a great job 
by abolishing more than 1100 useless laws. 
MNREGA has been allocated more than Rs 
48,000 crore, which is aimed at providing relief 
to the poor. 
   Extending maternity leave to 26 weeks will 
provide pregnant women an opportunity to take 
care of their health and their child. Designating 
21st June as 'Yoga Day' has brought repute to 
the Indian culture on the global stage. By 
introducing the Tejas aircraft in the Air Force, 
the Modi government has worked to strengthen 
the IAF. India’s efforts towards Climate and 
Environment were appreciated in the Paris 
Climate Conference. Modi Government has also 
taken new initiatives to solve public issues 
through public participation through schemes 
like Beti Bachao, Namami Gange and Sanitation 
Campaign. The Government claims that the 
maximum National Highways were built in 
2016-17. Similarly, most of the rural roads were 
constructed in 2016-17. World Bank's Doing 
Business Indicator ranking has also been the 
best for 2016-17. 
   ‘Ujjwala scheme’ relieved poor women from 
smoke by providing gas stove to 20 million 
households. One crore five lakh people left their 
gas subsidy through the ‘Give It Up campaign’. 
There were 18 thousand villages without 
electricity. Electricity was provided to 13,000 
such villages and government claims to provide 
electricity to the remaining villages within a 
year. 
   The government has also provided loan for 
self-employment to about 7.5 crore youth 
through the currency bank. The task of Skill 
development has been done through Skill India 
programme. The government has achieved a 
great success in increasing production and 
employment through Make in India. The 
minimum wage has increased by 42 percent and 
universal PF account has removed many hassles 
of employees. The Modi government has also 
done the job of honoring the poor laborers by 
providing a thousand rupees of minimum 
pension. Interview in Grade 3 and Grade 4 jobs 
of the central government has been removed. 
India is a fast growing economy. Foreign 

exchange reserves have risen to $ 63 billion. 
The Modi government claims that it has 
managed to keep industrial growth rate 5.1 and 
became successful in taking agricultural growth 
rate out of negative to more than 4 percent. The 
government claims that it has managed to keep 
the fiscal deficit at 3.9 percent. Direct and 
indirect taxes increased by 20 percent. The Modi 
government claims that the per capita income 
was 93 thousand last year; it has reached one 
lakh three thousand this year. Giving E-Visa to 
161 countries has resulted in promoting tourism. 
   During this three years tenure, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party government came to power in Uttar 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Goa, Manipur and Assam 
which can be analyzed as an endorsement of 
the policies of the government. 
 
State Visit of President of Palestine to 
India 
 President of Palestine Mr. Mahmoud Abbas 
was on a state visit to India from 14-17 May, 
2017, at the invitation of India’s President 
Pranab Mukherjee. 
 This is the third state tour of President 
Mahmoud Abbas. 
 During this visit, he met President Pranab 
Mukherjee, Vice President Hamid Ansari and 
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj. 
 During the visit, he addressed the Delhi-based 
India Islamic Cultural Center. 
 On May 16, 2017, the delegation level 
bilateral talks concluded between Prime 
Minister 
Narendra Modi and President Mahmoud Abbas 
at the Hyderabad House in New Delhi. 
After the talks, 5 MoUs were signed between 
the two countries : 
I. Memorandum of Understanding on Visa 
Relief on Diplomatic and Official Passports 
II. Memorandum of Understanding on 
Cooperation in the field of Youth Affairs and 
Sports 
III. Memorandum of Understanding on 
Cooperation in Agriculture Sector 
IV. Memorandum of Understanding on 
Cooperation in the Health Sector 
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V. Memorandum of Understanding on 
Information Technology and Electronics 
 India – Palestine relations have been 
traditionally cordial. 
 India’s sympathy with the Palestine issue and 
friendship with the Palestinians have come to 
the test of time and is an integral part of our 
foreign policy. 
 In the year 1947, India had voted against the 
partition of Palestine in the United Nations 
General Assembly. 
 India was the first non-Arab country to 
recognize the PLO as the sole and legal 
representative of the people of Palestine in the 
year 1974. 
 India was one of the first countries to 
recognize Palestine state in the year 1988. 
 India voted in support of the United Nations 
General Assembly’s resolution in October 2003 
against the creation of a wall of the partition by 
Israel. 
 India voted in favor of accepting Palestine as 
a full time member of UNESCO. 
 Apart from this, India supported the 
establishment of Palestine’s flag in the United 
Nations campus in September, 2015, along with 
other observer states like the flag of the Member 
States. 
 
Swachh Sarvekshan-2017 
 On May 04, 2017 Union Urban Development 
Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu announced the 
Sanitation rankings of 434 cities and towns – 
Swachh Sarvekshan-2017. 
 Indore (Madhya Pradesh) was declared as the 
cleanest city in India. 
 Other top 10 cleanest cities of the country 
are- Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh), Visakhapatnam 
(Vizag) (Andhra Pradesh), Surat (Gujarat), 
Mysuru (Karnataka), Tiruchirapally(Tamil 
Nadu), New Delhi Municipal Council(Delhi), 
Navi Mumbai(Maharashtra), Tirupati (Andhra 
Pradesh)Vadodara(Gujarat) and Chandigarh. 
 Gonda in Uttar Pradesh has been ranked as 
the dirtiest city among surveyed. 
 Gonda is followed by Bhusaval 
(Maharashtra), Bagaha (Bihar), Hardoi (Uttar 
Pradesh), Katihar (Uttar Pradesh), Bahraich 

(Uttar Pradesh), Muksar (Punjab), Abohar 
(Punjab), Shahjahanpur (Uttar Pradesh), Khurja 
(Uttar Pradesh) and Hapur (Uttar Pradesh) 
among the dirtiest cities. 11 cities of Madhya 
Pradesh and 8 in Andhra Pradesh are among the 
top 50 cleanest cities of India. In the top 50 
cleanest cities, Varanasi is the only city of Uttar 
Pradesh placed at 32nd place. 
 The ranking of other major cities of Uttar 
Pradesh are Aligarh (145th), Jhansi(166th), 
Kanpur (175th), Saharanpur (245th), Jaunpur 
(246th), Allahabad(247th), Ayodhya(252nd), 
Agra(263rd) and Lucknow(269th). 
 The survey was carried out by the Quality 
Council of India, which had deployed 421 
assessors for on the spot assessment of 17,500 
locations in 434 cities and towns. 
 Another 55 people regularly monitored the 
survey process in real time. 
 The criteria consisted assessment on a) Solid 
waste management including door-to-door 
collection, processing, and disposal, ODF (open 
defecation free) status etc. 
 These carried 45 per cent of the total 2,000 
marks. b) Citizen feedback – 30 per cent. c) 
Independent observation – 25 per cent. 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Visit 
to Sri Lanka 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi was on visit to 
Sri Lanka on May 11-12, 2017, on the invitation 
of Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena. 
 This is the second visit of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to Sri Lanka. Earlier, he visited 
Sri Lanka in March 2015. 
 During this visit, Narendra Modi participated 
as the chief guest at the 14th International Vesak 
Day celebrations. 
 This is the first occasion when Sri Lanka is 
hosting the International Vesak Day. 
 Prime Minister also went at the well-known 
Ganga-Ramaiyya Temple in Colombo to 
participate in a lamp lighting ceremony. 
 During this visit, he inaugurated a 150 bed 
multi-specialty hospital (being built with the 
assistance of Government of India) at Dickoya. 
 Sri Lanka has long been a priority destination 
for direct investment from India. 
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 Sri Lanka is India’s largest trade partner in 
South Asia. 
 India in turn is Sri Lanka’s largest trade 
partner globally. 
 Trade between the two countries grew rapidly 
after the entry into force of the India-Sri Lanka 
Free Trade Agreement in March 2000. 
 According to Sri Lankan Customs data, the 
bilateral trade amounted to US $ 4.7 billion in 
2015. 
 During 2015 India’s exports to Sri Lanka 
amounted to US $ 4.1 billion while India’s 
imports from Sri Lanka amounted to US $ 645 
million. 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated India’s longest iver 
Bridge 
 On May 26, 2017, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inaugurated India’s longest bridge – the 
9.15 km long Dhola-Sadiya Bridge in Assam. 
 The bridge has been named after iconic singer 
Bhupen Hazarika. 
 The bridge is built across the Lohit river, 
which is a tributary of the Brahmaputra. It will 
connect Assam and eastern Arunachal Pradesh. 
 The total length of the project, including the 
approach roads on each side, is 28.50 km. 
 It connects Sadia town in Assam’s Tinsukia 
district with Dhola village in Arunachal 
Pradesh. 
 The bridge will reduce the travel time 
between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh from six 
hours to just one hour as the distance will shrink 
by 165 km. 
 The construction of the Dhola-Sadiya Bridge 
began in 2011 by the Ministry of Road 
Transport along with Navayuga Engineering 
Company Ltd., under the public-private 
partnership 
agreement with total expenditure of 2056 Crore. 
 The bridge, which has a three-lane carriage 
way, will also cater to the strategic requirements 
of the country in the border areas of Arunachal 
Pradesh 
 It is notable that Dhola-Sadiya Bridge is now 
the longest bridge of the country. Mahatma 
Gandhi Setu with total length of 5750 meters 

has become the second longest and Bandra-
Worli sea link in Mumbai officially known as 
Rajiv Gandhi Sea Link is the third longest 
bridge with total length of 5575 meters. 
 
National Contact Centre 
 On May 11, 2017, the Election Commission 
of India launched National Contact Centre with 
a toll-free No. 1800111950. 
 National Contact Centre provides telephonic 
service to citizen on issues related to election. 
Citizen from any part of the country can call on 
the toll-free in English or Hindi with any query 
or complaint at any time of the day. 
 Callers can also enquire on subjects such as 
elections, voting dates, EPIC, electoral roll, 
online registration etc. 
 One can lodge a complaint also by simply 
dialing in to the toll free no. 
 Executives of the centre can make outbound 
calls for educating the electors and spreading 
voter awareness. 
 The National Contact Centre is operated on a 
National Grievance Redressal System Software. 
This software is a single window platform to 
manage complaints and feedback received 
through calls, emails, sms and website access in 
an integrated and time-bound manner. 
 Each state and UT will also soon setup 
dedicated State Contact Centre (SCC) and 
District Contact Centre (DCC) to ensure 
seamless flow of information across the contact 
centers for handling issues/ query from citizens. 
 
Rashtriya Swachhata Kendra 
 On 3 May 2017 Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Minister 
of State (I/C) for Culture and Tourism 
announced to set up “Rashtriya Swachhata 
Kendra” at Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti 
(GSDS), Rajghat. 
 It will be set up by “Swachh Bharat Mission” 
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation. 
 It may be recalled that Swachh Bharat 
Mission (SBM) was launched on 2nd October, 
2014. 
 Till date more than 4 crore individual 
household latrines have been built and one lakh, 
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94,000 villages and 135 districts have become 
Open Defecation Free, ODF. 
 Aapart from Sikkim, Kerala and Himachal 
Pradesh which are ODF Sates, 6 to 7 more 
States will soon declare them ODF as the work 
is going on a rapid scale. 
 The total budget for Swachh Bharat Mission 
is now Rs 19,300 crore with a Central share of 
Rs 14,000 crore and Rs 5,300 crore is the 
budgetary provision declared by all government 
departments. 
 To create awareness on “Swachhata”, 
Ministry of Culture has developed “e-guide 
(Audio-Visual)” App to create awareness for the 
tourists visiting National Museum. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

8 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
EVENTS 

 
Arctic Energy Summit 2017 
 The 4th biennial Arctic Energy Summit 2017 
will be hosted by Finland from 18-20 September 
2017. 
 Finland will chair the Arctic Council from 
2017 to 2019. 
 The AES is a multi-disciplinary event 
expected to draw several hundred industry 
officials, scientists, academics, policy makers, 
energy professionals and community leaders 
together to collaborate and share leading 
approaches on Arctic energy issues. The 2017 
Summit will address energy in the Arctic as it 
relates to: 
 Small and off-grid community energy 
solutions 
 Oil and gas development 
 Renewable energy 
 Regulation and Financing 
 Transportation and transmission 
 The conference will be organized jointly by 
the Institute of North and the Ministry of 
Economic and Employment, Finland. 
 
Manchester Terrorist Attack 
 On May 22, 2017, a suicide attack was 
carried out during the American singer Ariana 
Grand’s pop concert at Manchester Arena in 
Manchester City, UK. 
 In this suicide attack, 22 people lost their 
lives and about 59 were injured. 
 The blast took place around 10.30 pm (Indian 
time at 3 am). 
 This is the most horrific terrorist incident 
since the year 2005 in the UK. 
 Earlier in July 2005, more than 50 people 
were killed in the serial bomb blasts in London. 
 Manchester Arena is the largest indoor 
stadium in the city with a capacity of 18 to 21 
thousand. 
 The Islamic State (IS) has taken responsibility 
for this suicide terror attack. 
 

Global Platform for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 
 During 22-26 May, 2017, the meeting of the 
Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 
was held in Cancun Mexico. 
 GPDRR is a platform that reviews progress in 
the implementation of the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR). 
 This framework was passed in the third 
United Nations Global Disaster Risk Mitigation 
Conference held in March 2015 in Sendai, 
Japan. 
 This was the first time after 2015, when the 
global leaders and the parties to disaster 
reduction risks will have an opportunity to 
review the global progress in the 
implementation of SFDRR in collaboration with 
the international community. 
 More than 5,000 delegates including 
Presidents, Ministers, Chief Executive Officers, 
Disaster Specialists and volunteers 
representatives from areas such as Science and 
Technology and educationists participated in the 
event. 
 Indian delegation was led by Union Minister 
of State for Home Kiren Rijiju. 
 
India elected to head UN-Habitat 
 On May 08, 2017, India was unanimously 
elected as the President of the UN-Habitat after 
10 years. UN-Habitat reports to the United 
Nations General Assembly. 
 UN-Habitat is an organ of the United 
Nations’ Organisation (UNO) that promotes 
socially and environmentally sustainable human 
settlements across the world. 
 This is the third time that India has been 
elected tozz lead this important UN programme 
after 2007 and 1988. 
 The twenty-sixth session of the Governing 
Council of UN-Habitat was held from 8 – 12 
May 2017, at the United Nations Offices in 
Nairobi, Kenya. 
 This session of the Governing Council 
followed the adoption of the New Urban 
Agenda during the Conference on Housing and 
Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III) in 
Quito, Ecuador in October 2016. 
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SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
Simbex-17 
 Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercises, 
‘SIMBEX-17’, is being organized in the South 
China Sea from 18th to 24th May, 2017. 
 Indian Naval Ships Shivalik, Sahyadri, Jyoti 
and Kamorta and one P8-I Maritime Patrol and 
Anti-Submarine Warfare Aircraft are 
participating in the exercise. Singapore Navy is 
represented by RSN Ships Supreme, Formidable 
and Victory and Maritime Patrol Aircraft Fokker 
F50 in addition to the RSAF F-16 aircraft. 
 The scope of the current exercise includes 
wide-ranging professional interactions during 
the Harbor Phase scheduled from 18 May to 20 
May and a diverse range of operational activities 
at sea during the Sea Phase to be held from 21 
May to 24 May. 
 Bilateral cooperation between Singapore and 
India was first formalized when RSN ships 
began training with the Indian Navy in 1994. 
 This year’s edition of SIMBEX-17 being held 
in the South China Sea is the 24th in the series 
and is aimed to increase interoperability 
between the RSN and IN as well as develop 
common understanding and procedures for 
maritime security operations. 
 The two navies share a long standing 
relationship with regular professional 
interactions that include exchange programs, 
staff talks and training courses. 
 
Successful test of missile attack from 
Tejas 
 On May 12, 2017, a successful test of the 
Derby, air-to-air Beyond Visual Range (BVR) 
missile was conducted from the indigenously 
built Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas. 
 It was tested from the Interim Test Range 
(IIR), Chandipur. 
 The purpose of this test was to assess the 
integration and performance of the Derby 
missile system with the Avionics, Fire control 

radars, launchers and missile weapon systems 
for the aircraft on Tejas. 
 It is known that ‘Tejas’ is an indigenously 
built fighter jet with many types of roles. 
 It is a single seat and a single jet engine 
aircraft manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL). 
 It has been developed under a program called 
‘Light Combat Aircraft’ (LCA) which began in 
the 1980s. 
 It will replace the old MiG-21 aircraft of the 
Indian Air Force. 
 
Spyder surface-to-air missile test fired 
 On May 11, 2017, India successfully test fired 
a surface-to-air missile ‘Spyder’ from a test 
range in Odisha as part of missile launch 
practice of a series of tests of the short-range 
quick reaction. 
 Spyder was test fired from a mobile launcher 
at launch complex 3 of the Integrated Test 
Range (ITR) at Chandipur. 
 It targeted a pilot-less target aircraft. 
 Spyder (Surface-to-air PYthon and DERby) is 
an acquired missile system from Israel. 
 It is a short-range, quick reaction surface-to-
air missile. 
 It can be used to neutralise enemy targets up 
to a distance of 15 km and at height between of 
20-to-9,000 metres. 
 However, it is shorter than India’s 
indigenously developed surface-to-air ‘Akash’ 
missile, which has a 25 km strike range. 
 
29th India- Indonesia Co-ordinated 
Patrol (Corpat) 
 The 29th series of India–Indonesia CORPAT 
is scheduled from 09 – 25 May 17 at Port Blair 
under the aegis of Andaman and Nicobar 
Command. 
 Its aim is to secure the trade sea route; the 
Coordinated Patrol also serves to enhance 
mutual understanding and inter–operability 
between the two navies. 
 The CORPAT also reflects the shared 
concerns between the two countries for a 
peaceful Indian Ocean for the benefit of 
international community. 
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 Indonesian Navy and the Indian Navy have 
been carrying out co-ordinated patrolling twice a 
year since 2002 near the International Maritime 
Boundary Line to keep this part of the Indian 
Ocean region safe and secure for commercial 
shipping and international trade. 
 The closing ceremony of the CORPAT is 
scheduled at Belawan, Indonesia from 22 – 25 
May 17. 
 The Indonesian Naval Ship KRI Sutedi 
Senoputra has arrived to take part in the 29th 
series of IND–INDO CORPAT. 
 The Indian Navy is represented by INS 
Utkarsh. 
 
Successful test of Agni-III missile 
 On April 27, 2017, a successful experimental 
test was conducted for the nuclear-capable 
ballistic missile ‘Agni-III’ from Dr. APJ Abdul 
Kalam Island (Wheeler Island) of Odisha. 
 The indigenously built missile was launched 
from Launch Pad number-4 of the Integrated 
Test Range. 
 The successful test of the Agni-III missile 
was carried out under the Technical Supervision 
of the Defense Research and Development 
Organization (DRDO) scientists by ‘Strategic 
Force Command’ (SFC) of the Indian Army. 
 It is surface-to-surface missile; its range is 
more than 3,000 km. 
 The Agni-III missile is equipped with two-tier 
solid propellant system. 
 Its length is 17 meters, diameter is 2 meters, 
and weighing around 2200 kilograms. 
 It is capable of carrying 1.5 ton weighing 
warhead. 
 It is worth mentioning that it has been 
deployed in the Armed Forces in 2011. 
 Last successful test of Agni-III prior to this 
was conducted on April 16, 2015. 
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TREATY &  
AGREEMENTS 

 
Joint Declaration of Intent between 
Germany and India 
 On May 24, 2017, the Union Cabinet chaired 
by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved 
the Joint Declaration of Intent (JDI) between 
Germany and India regarding cooperation in the 
sector of alternative medicine. 
 During the visit of Shripad Yesso Naik, 
Hon’ble Minister of State, (Independent 
Charge). 
 Ministry of AYUSH to the 2nd European 
World Ayurveda Congress (EWAC) a bilateral 
meeting was held between AYUSH minister and 
the Parliamentary State Secretary of Germany 
Ms. Ingrid Fischbach during which both sides 
had unanimously agreed to begin the process of 
drafting and negotiating a JDl in the field of 
AYUSH and Natural medicine. 
 The signing of the JDl will enhance bilateral 
cooperation between the two countries in the 
areas of traditional/alternative medicine. 
 Initiation of collaborative research, training 
and scientific capacity building in the field of 
alternative medicine under the JDI between the 
two countries would contribute to the enhanced 
employment opportunities in the AYUSH 
sector. 
 The financial resources necessary to conduct 
research, training courses, conferences / 
meetings will be met from the existing allocated 
budget and existing plan schemes of Ministry of 
AYUSH. 
 It is notable that 2nd European World 
Ayurveda Congress (EWAC) was held in 
Germany on 15 and 16 October 2016. 
 
MoU between India and Australia on 
cooperation against terror 
 On May 17, 2017, the Union Cabinet chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave expost 
facto approval to the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between India and 
Australia on Cooperation in Combating 

International Terrorism and Transnational 
Organized Crime. 
 The objective of the agreement is to 
institutionalise regular exchange programmes 
and establish sustainable mechanisms between 
the two national defense colleges with an aim to 
enhancing mutual cooperation in the field of 
national security, development and strategic 
studies. 
 The MoU would strengthen the relationship 
between India and Australia for building peace 
and stability in the region through exchange of 
information, expertise, experience and capacity 
building. 
 The MoU, once in force, would help in 
curbing combating International Terrorism and 
Transnational Organized Crime. 
 
MoU between India and Spain 
 On 3 May 2017 Union Cabinet has approved 
the signing of Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on Cooperation in the sphere of Civil 
Aviation between India and Spain. 
 The MoU signifies an important landmark in 
the civil aviation relations between India and 
Spain. 
 It has the potential to spur greater trade, 
investment, tourism and cultural exchanges 
between the two countries. 
 
MoU between India and Malaysia 
 On 3 May 2017 the Union Cabinet has given 
its ex-post facto approval to the signing of 
Memorandum of Understanding with Malaysia 
on development of a Urea and Ammonia 
manufacturing plant in Malaysia. 
 The project is expected to cost US$ 2.1 
billion with capacity to produce 2.4 million 
tonnes of Urea and 1.35 million tonnes of 
Ammonia per annum and dedicated supplying to 
Indian market. 
 The signing of MoU will ensure consistent 
supply of Urea and Ammonia to cater the need 
of the country at a lower price, if agreed to by 
both the participants. 
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PLANNING & 
PROJECT 

 
SAMPADA SCHEME 
 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, 
has given its approval for re-structuring the 
schemes of the Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries (MoFPI) under new Central Sector 
Scheme – SAMPADA (Scheme for Agro-
Marine Processing and Development of Agro- 
Processing Clusters) 
 This approval has been given for the period of 
year 2016-2020 with the 14th Finance 
Commission cycle. 
 An amount of Rs. 6000 crores has been 
allocated for this new scheme. 
 It will invest Rs 31,400 crore, thereby 
producing 334 lakh metric tonnes (worth Rs 
1,04,125 crore) in agriculture. 
 This will generate 5,30,500 jobs directly and 
indirectly across the country during the year 
2019-20 and 20 lakh farmers will be benefitted. 
 The aim of the SAMPADA scheme is to 
supplement the agriculture, modernize 
processing and reduce agricultural waste. 
 SAMPADA is a scheme in which plans like 
the mega food parks, integrated cold chain and 
value addition infrastructure, food safety and 
quality assurance infrastructure are included in 
the ongoing schemes of the Ministry. 
 The SAMPADA is a comprehensive package 
that will give a new dimension to the food 
processing sector. 
 As a result of the implementation of the 
SAMPADA, modern infrastructure will be 
created with the management of efficient supply 
chain management, so that agricultural products 
can be delivered directly to the retail outlet from 
the farm. 
 This will not only promote the development 
of the food processing sector in the country but 
will also help in providing better prices to the 
farmers. 
 It will also help in reducing the wastage of 
agricultural product, increasing the level of 

processing, the availability of safe and 
convenient processed foods at affordable prices 
to consumers and the export of processed food 
item. 
 
India’s First Tejas Express 
 On May 22, 2017, the country’s first high 
speed, air-conditioned Tejas Express (Train No 
22119/22120) was introduced between 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus Mumbai and 
Karmali, Goa. 
 Union Railway Minister Suresh Prabhakar 
Prabhu flagged off Tejas through video 
conferencing from Swami Narayan Auditorium, 
Dadar. 
 Tejas Express is a state of the art train capable 
of running at the speed of 200 kmph with ultra 
modern amenities. 
 “Tejas Express” was announced in the Budget 
2016-17. 
 This train will run between Mumbai and 
Karmali (5 days a week during Non-monsoon 
period and 3 days a week during monsoon 
period). 
Some of Features of Tejas Train are : 
1. Electro Pneumatic Air brakes 
2. Fire & smoke detection and suppression 
system. 
3. Fire suppression system in Power car. 
4. CCTV cameras for security 
5. GPS based Passenger Information display 
System 
6. Call bell integrated with berth reading light. 
7. Digital Destination Boards 
8. Integrated braille displays 
9. LED TV with Touch Control for each 
passenger (with recorded content, can be 
upgraded to Live TV) Provided with USB 
charging facility 
 
Express Wi-Fi services 
 On May 04, 2017, Social media giant 
Facebook partnered with country’s largest 
telecom player Airtel to deploy 20,000 internet 
hotspots through Facebook’s Express Wi-Fi 
service in India. 
 These hotspots will be installed by the 
company in the coming few months. 
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 Facebook has partnered with 500 local 
entrepreneurs who will sell these services 
through vouchers that are priced ranging Rs 10-
20 for a day or Rs 200-300 for a month. 
 Presently this service is available at 700 
hotspots across Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Rajasthan 
and Meghalaya. 
 The Express Wi-Fi initiative is also live in 
Kenya, Tanzania, Nigeria and Indonesia and is 
being handled from Facebook’s Gurugram 
office. 
 The aim of this initiative is to serve the 
underserved and under-connected users. 
 
Tarang Sanchar, a web Portal 
launched 
 On May 02 2017 Minister of 
Communications Manoj Sinha launched here 
Tarang Sanchar, a web portal for Information 
sharing on Mobile Towers and EMF Emission 
Compliances. 
 The portal will empower common man to 
know at the convenience of a mouse click, about 
towers working in a particular locality and 
whether they are compliant to the EMF emission 
norms defined by the Government. 
 The portal will allow users to get a tower or 
base station checked for radiation emission, for 
a fee of Rs 4,000. 
 The portal has three elements of providing 
information, EMF compliance process and 
interface between different departments, besides 
ease of doing business. 
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CONFERENCE 
 
Second meeting of National Platform 
for Disaster Risk Reduction 
 On May 15, 2017, Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh inaugurated the two-day second 
meeting of ‘National Platform for Disaster Risk 
Reduction’ (NPDRR) in New Delhi. 
 The theme of the Second meeting of NPDRR 
is “Disaster Risk Reduction for Sustainable 
Development: Making India resilient by 2030”. 
 The first meeting of NPDRR was held during 
13 -14 May 2013 in New Delhi on the theme 
‘Mainstreaming DRR in Development: From 
Risk to Resilience’. 
 The ‘National Platform for Disaster Risk 
Reduction’ is a multi-stakeholders National 
Platform headed by the Union Home Minister. It 
promotes participatory decision making in 
disaster management, and strengthens federal 
policy of our country. 
 The NPDRR meeting will have one Plenary 
Session, one session on outcomes of pre-events, 
four technical sessions on four priority areas of 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, 
one technical session on monitoring of Sendai 
Framework and a closing cum valedictory 
session. 
 It is notable that the Sendai Framework is a 
15-year, voluntary, non-binding agreement 
which recognizes that the State has the primary 
role to reduce disaster risk by sharing the 
responsibility with stakeholders like local 
government, the private sector and other 
stakeholders. 
 The Sendai Framework is the successor 
instrument to the Hyogo Framework for Action 
(HFA) 2005-2015. 
 
Aqua Aquaria India 2017 
 The fourth edition of the three-day (14-16 
May 2017) Aqua Aquaria India 2017, is being 
held at Nehru Maidan in Mangaluru, Karnataka 
from May 14. 
 It is being organised by the Marine Products 
Export Development Authority (MPEDA). 

 Marine Products Export Development 
Authority (MPEDA) is a nodal agency of the 
Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
dealing with promotion of marine product 
export and allied activities. 
 The focal theme of the exhibition is 
“Diversification in sustainable aquaculture”. 
 The event is expected to attract 3,000 
delegates from India and abroad. 
 As for the seafood industry, India is the 
second largest aquaculture producer in the 
world. 
 The second largest exporter of shrimps to 
Europe and the largest exporter of shrimps to 
the US. 
 Aquaculture contributes about 70% of the 
total marine products export earnings of India. 
 
India Integrated Transport and 
Logistics Summit 
 On May 04, 2017 Minister of Road Transport 
and Highways Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the 
three day (4-6 May 2017) India Integrated 
Transport and Logistics Summit (IITLS) in New 
Delhi. 
 It was organized by the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways. 
 The IITLS has been organized with the 
objective of facilitating constructive dialogue 
between various stakeholders for the 
development of multimodal infrastructure in the 
country. 
 For the first time, the Ministries of Road 
Transport & Highways, Shipping, Civil 
Aviation, Railways, Consumer Affairs, Food 
and Public Distribution, Skill Development, 
Commerce, Urban Development, Finance and 
various state governments and infrastructure 
experts gathered together to deliberate on 
various connected issues. 
 
CSR Fair 2017 
 On May 04, 2017, Anant G. Geete, Union 
Minister of Heavy Industries and Public 
Enterprises inaugurated the three day long CSR 
Fair from 4th to 6th May, 2017 at Hall No. 11 
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. 
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 This mega event was organized by The 
Department of Public Enterprises, Ministry of 
Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises; PHD 
Chamber in collaboration with ONGC. 
 It aimed to provide a platform to all 
stakeholders, including Central Ministries / 
Departments, CPSEs /  State PSUs, Private 
Companies, NGOs/Foundations etc. to showcase 
their CSR activities, sharing of their best 
practices and also an opportunity to connect 
with other stakeholders. 
 
UN Vesak Day-2017 
 The UN Vesak Day celebrations are 
scheduled for May 11 – 14, 2017 in Sri Lanka. 
 The theme of the UN Vesak day is ‘Buddha’s 
Teachings, Social Justice and Sustainable World 
Peace’. 
 In this international Buddhist seminar, more 
than 400 delegates from 100 countries will 
participate. 
 Vesak day is also known as Buddha Purnima 
and Buddha Day. 
 This day is widely celebrated by Sri Lankan 
majority Sinhalese Buddhists. 
 UN General Assembly declared an 
International Day of Observance for Vesak in 
1999 on the initiative of the then Foreign 
Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar. 
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SPORTS 
 

Madrid Open 2017 
 From 5 to 14 May 2017, the tennis 
tournament Madrid Open 2017 was organized in 
Madrid (Spain). 
 Spanish player Rafael Nadal defeated 
Austria’s Dominic Thiem in the final. 
 This is Nadal’s fifth Madrid Open and 30th 
Masters-1000 titles. 
 With this victory, Nadal has consistently 
captured the third title. 
 Earlier, he also earned the title of Barcelona 
Open and Monte Carlo Masters. 
 Nadal also equaled Novak Djokovic’s record 
by winning the 30th Masters -1000 title. 
 
IPL Twenty20 tournament 
 Tenth IPL, sponsored by Vivo, was 
conducted in various cities of India from April 5 
to May 21, 2017. 
 Mumbai Indians, led by Rohit Sharma, won 
the tournament for the third time, defeating 
Rising Pune Supergiant led by Steve Smith 
(Australia), by 1 run in the Rajiv Gandhi 
International Cricket Stadium in Hyderabad. 
 Kunal Pandya of Mumbai Indians was elected 
‘Man of the Match’ of the final match. 
 ‘Ben Stokes’ (England) of Rising Pune 
Supergiant was selected as ‘Most Valuable 
Player’. 
IPL-10: Key facts- 
 Orange Cap (for making the most runs) – 
David Warner (641 runs), Sunrisers Hyderabad 
 Purple Cap (for taking most wickets) – 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar (26 wickets), Sunrisers 
Hyderabad 
 Fair Play Trophy – Gujarat Lions 
 Most individual score- (in an innings) -David 
Warner (126), Sunrisers Hyderabad; Against 
Kolkata Knight Riders 
 Fastest Fifties – Sunil Narayan (Kolkata 
Knight Riders), at 15 balls. 
 Fastest century – David Warner (Sunrisers 
Hyderabad), in 43 balls 
 Most Sixes – 26, Glenn Maxwell (Kings XI 
Punjab) 

 Most Fours-63, David Warner (Sunrisers 
Hyderabad) 
 Emerging Player-Basil Thampi (Gujarat 
Lions) 
 The 4 players who hit the century in the IPL-
10 are David Warner (Sunrisers 
Hyderabad), Hashim Amla (Kings XI Punjab), 
Ben Stokes (Rising Pune Supergiant) and 
Sanju Samson (Delhi Daredevils) 
 
Hero Federation Cup 
 The 38th edition of the Football Competition 
Federation Cup, 2017 organised by the All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) and sponsored by 
Hero Moto Corp, was completed in May, 2017. 
 In the final match played in Cuttack on May 
21, 2017, Bengaluru FC defeated Mohun Bagan 
Football Club by 2-0 and won the title for the 
second time. 
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AWARDS 
 
United Nations bravery award to two 
Indian Peace Keepers 
 On May 24, 2017, United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres awarded two Indian 
peacekeepers Brajesh Thapa and Ravi Kumar 
posthumously with the United Nations bravery 
award ‘Dag Hammarskjold Medal’. 
 117 people, who were honored with this 
honor, included soldiers of the military and 
police forces associated with various UN 
peacekeeping operations in 2016. 
 Brajesh Thapa was martyred during the peace 
campaign during the deployment of the United 
Nations Permanent Mission located in Congo. 
 While Ravi Kumar was martyred while 
participating in an expedition during the 
deployment of the United Nations Interim Force 
in Lebanon 
 It is worth mentioning that around 96,000 
military and police forces of 124 countries, 
including India, are deployed in peacekeeping 
operations run by UN in various countries. 
 At present, approximately 7,600 military and 
police forces in India are involved in these 
operations. 
 
Dan Devin Prize, 2017 
 On May 21, 2017, the Dan David Prize 2017 
was awarded by Israel based Dan David 
Foundation (headquartered at Tel Aviv 
University). 
 The Dan David Prize is awarded for 
innovative and interdisciplinary research that 
breaks conventional boundaries and norms. 
 Dan David Prize endowed by the Dan David 
Foundation is awarded to outstanding figures 
whose work represents remarkable achievement 
in selected fields within the three time 
dimensions- past, present and future. 
 This year’s fields are archaeology & natural 
sciences, literature and astronomy. 
Prize winners for year 2017 in various 
categories are: 
Past – Archaeology and Natural Sciences 
1. Prof. Svante Paabo 

2. Prof. David Reich 
Present- Literature 
1. Jamaica Kincaid 
2. A.B. Yehuoshua 
Future- Astronomy 
1. Prof. Neil Gehrels 
2. Prof. Shrinivas Kulkarni 
3. Prof. Andrzej Udalsky 
 Srinivas, born in Maharashtra, is a professor 
of astrophysics and planetary science at 
California Institute of Technology USA. 
 Among his notable achievements the 
identifications of the host galaxies and 
supernovae associated with gamma ray bursts, 
the association of soft gamma-ray repeaters with 
neutron stars, and detailed studies of the full 
variety of supernovae, binary and millisecond 
pulsars, and magnetars are included. 
 The Dan David Prize was introduced in the 
year 2002. 
 Earlier, three other Indians, CNR Rao (2005), 
Jubin Mehta (2007) and Amitav Ghosh (2010) 
have won this award. 
 
Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, 
Disarmament and Development for 
2014 
 On May 18, 2017, Indian Space Research 
Organization was presented with the Indira 
Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and 
Development for the year 2014. 
 The award consists of a trophy, a cash prize 
of Rs 1 crore and a citation. 
 The prize was presented to ISRO Chairman 
A.S. Kiran Kumar by former Prime Minister and 
the trustee of Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust 
(IGMT) Dr. Manmohan Singh. 
 The ISRO was selected for the prize in 2014 
by a jury headed by Vice-President Hamid 
Ansari. 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 
 
WHO’s new Director General 
 On May 23, 2017, Dr. Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus was appointed the new Director 
General of the World Health Organization 
(W.H.O.). 
 He was nominated by Ethiopian government. 
 He will take charge on July 1, 2017, which 
will be of 5 years. 
 He served as the Foreign Minister of Ethiopia 
during the year 2012-16 and the Health Minister 
during 2005-12. 
 In this post, he will replace Dr. Margaret 
Chan, who has been the Director General of 
WHO since January 1, 2007. 
 The World Health Organization is a 
specialized agency of the United Nations, which 
was established on April 7, 1948. 
 Its headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 
New President of France 
 Emmanuel Macron took oath as the new 
President of France on May 14, 2017. 
 He is the 25th President of France and was 
preceded by François Hollande. 
 Mr. Macron defeated the National Front’s 
Marine le Pen, with 66.1% of votes in the runoff 
poll. 
 Emmanuel Macron (39) is the youngest 
President of France. 
 Macron was appointed Deputy Secretary-
General in François Hollande’s first government 
in 2012. He has also been a member of the 
Socialist Party from 2006 to 2009. 
 He was appointed Minister of Economy, 
Industry and Digital Affairs in 2014 in the 
Francois Hollande government. 
 Mr. Macron founded an independent political 
movement “En Marche” (“On the Move”) in 
April 2016. En Marche is a centrist political 
movement. 
 
New president of South Korea 
 On May 10, 2017, Moon Jae-in, the 
Democratic Party’s candidate was sworn in as 
the new president of South Korea. 

 Out of 100% of the votes counted, Moon won 
with 41.08%. 
 13,423,800 voters selected Moon Jae-in as 
their preference for President. 
 He will replaced Park Geun-hye, who has 
been removed from his post by impeachment 
in charge of corruption. 
 His tenure will be of 5 years. 
 It is notable that the President’s House of 
South Korea is called ‘Blue House’. 
 The capital of South Korea is Seoul. 
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DEMISE 
 
Roger Moore 
 On May 23, 2017, famous British actor Roger 
Moore passed away. He was 89 years old. 
 He played the role of British intelligence 
agent James Bond in seven films of the James 
Bond series from 1973 to 1985. 
 The record of most often playing James Bond 
is in his name. 
 The year 1973’s ‘Live and Let Die’ was the 
first film in this series. 
 While the 1985 ‘A View to Kill’ was the final 
film of this series. 
 In addition, he played an unforgettable role of 
Simone Templar in television series ‘The Saint’ 
between 1962 and 1969. 
 In the year 1991, he was made UNICEF’s 
Goodwill Ambassador. 
 
Reema Lagoo 
 Veteran actor Reema Lagoo passed away on 
May 18, 2017. She was 59. 
 Her real name, Nayan, was changed to Reema 
Lagoo post her marriage to actor Vivek Lagoo. 
 Her film career span almost four decades in 
films, television and theatre. 
 Shyam Bengal launched her in Hindi films 
with Kalyug opposite Shashi Kapoor. She then 
did films like Aakrosh, Nasoor and Rihaai. 
 The actor was famous for playing moms in 
both movies and television. Her most popular 
movies were Hum Aapke Hain Koun..!, Hum 
Saath-Saath Hain, Maine Pyar Kiya and Kal Ho 
Naa Ho. She also made a name for herself in TV 
shows like Tu Tu Main Main and Shrimaan 
Shrimati. 
 She won four Filmfare Awards for best 
supporting actress. 
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PLACES IN NEWS 
 
Kamrup 
 On May 24, 2017, the Union Cabinet gave its 
approval to the establishment of the new ‘All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences’ (AIIMS) in 
Kamrup (North Guwahati Revenue Area) 
Assam. 
 This institute will be set up under the Pradhan 
Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) 
with expense of Rs. 1123 crore . 
 The Institute will have a 750-bed hospital 
comprising trauma center, medical college, 
nursing college, specialty and super specialty 
departments. 
 Apart from this, it will also have the AYUSH 
department to provide treatment facilities in 
traditional medicine. 
 Prime Minister’s Health Protection Scheme 
was announced in the year 2003.  Under this 
scheme, AIIMS has been established in 
Bhubaneswar, Bhopal, Raipur, Jodhpur, 
Rishikesh and Patna while the work of AIIMS in 
Rae Bareli is in progress. 
 In addition, the Union Cabinet had approved 
the establishment of AIIMS in Nagpur 
(Maharashtra), Mangalagiri (Guntur, Andhra 
Pradesh) and Kalyani (West Bengal) in the year 
2015 and in the year 2016 in Bathinda (Punjab) 
and Gorakhpur (UP) 
 
Sailani Island: New Water Tourism 
Site 
 On May 24, 2017, Sailani Island, developed 
by Madhya Pradesh State Tourism Development 
Corporation, was opened for public. 
 This island has been developed in Khandwa 
district at the cost of more than Rs. 15 crore. 
 It is located near the Omkareshwar Dam 
project built on the river Narmada. 
 Surrounded by water throughout the year, this 
island of about three acres has built restaurants, 
boat clubs, conference halls, bird watching 
centers, watch towers etc. 
 It is noteworthy that this island is the second 
water tourism center to be started after 
Hanuwantia Island in Khandwa district. 

 The distance between the two Islands located 
on the river Narmada is about 60 km. 
 
First state to switch to the January-
December financial year 
 On May 02, 2017, Madhya Prad esh became 
the first state to switch to January-December 
financial year from the existing April-March 
cycle. 
 It may be recalled that the central government 
had constituted a high-level committee under 
former Chief Economic Advisor Shanker 
Acharya to examine “desirability and 
feasibility” of having a new financial year. 
 The April-March financial year has been 
followed in India since 1867 from the time of 
the British Raj. 
 It was adopted to coincide with the British 
financial year. 
 Prior to that, India’s financial year was May-
April. 
 
Maoist attack in Sukma 
 On 25 April 2017 the 74th battalion of 
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) was 
attacked by Maoist near Chintagufa in Sukma 
district of Chhattisgarh. 
 The attack took place when a team of around 
100 men, belonging to the 74th battalion of the 
CRPF, based at the Burkapal camp on the 
Dornapal-Jagargunda road in south Sukma, was 
out to provide protection for road construction 
work in the area. 
 A large group of around 300 naxals, divided 
into multiple groups, attacked the CRPF party. 
 Maoists killed 25 Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) personnel and injured seven. 
 It may be recalled that on 11 March 2017 
year, 12 CRPF men were killed and four were 
injured in an ambush in the Sukma district. 
 The main reason for these attacks is to stall 
the development work being carried out by the 
government in this area. 
 
Vijayawada Airport 
 On May 03, 2017 the Union Cabinet gave its 
approval for the declaration of Vijayawada 
Airport as International Airport. 
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 It was approved as per the provisions of 
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014. 
 The proposal will add to improved 
connectivity to the State capital. 
 It will provide wider choice of services at 
competitive costs to the air-travelers and give a 
boost to domestic/international tourism and 
socio-economic development of Andhra Pradesh 
by bringing in international passengers and 
cargo traffic. 
 It should be noted that declaration of an 
airport as International Airport depends upon 
traffic potential and demand from airlines for 
operation of international flights. 
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COMMISSION & 
COMMITTEE  

 
Chitale Committee recommends 
several measures for De-siltation of 
Ganga 
 Chitale committee on De-siltation of Ganga 
has recommended a variety of measures for de-
siltation of the river. 
 The committee was constituted in July 2016 
by the Ministry of Water Resources River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation to 
prepare guidelines for de-siltation of river 
Ganga from Bhimgauda (Uttarakhand) to 
Farakka (West Bengal). 
 Shri Madhav Chitale (Expert Member, 
NGRBA) was appointed as Chairman of the 
committee. 
 The committee suggests that de-siltation 
works can improve hydraulic performance of the 
river and this itself can justify undertaking de-
siltation, these have no direct role in improving 
environment flow in the river. On the other 
hand, indiscriminate de-silting or sand mining 
would cause adverse impacts on river e-flow. 
 De-siltation along the preselected channel to 
deepen and attract the flow could be tried to 
guide the main course of flow. 
 Efforts should be made to provide silt 
continuity along the weirs and barrages. 
 Embankments, spurs and river training 
measures provided to protect the banks should 
not encroach upon the flood plains and delink 
the lakes, flood plains and other riverine 
environment from the river. 
 The proposed de-silting of any river reach 
need to be justified bringing out clearly the 
flooding caused due to siltation along with 
technical comparisons of the alternative flood 
mitigation measures. 
 Reservoirs in main river Ganga and its 
tributaries, particularly in upper reaches, should 
be operated in such a manner that first floods, 
having high silt load, are allowed to pass 
through without storage and river flows in later 

phases of the monsoon are only stored for use 
during non-monsoon season. 
 Agricultural practices along the river flood 
plains should be such that it does not disturb the 
passage of flood by increasing the resistance to 
flow causing aggradations. 
 The committee suggests that shoals formed 
close to Farakka Barrage may be desilted / 
dredged by taking care of the river training 
works around it. 
 The Ganga Flood Control Commission, 
headed by Union Minister of Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation 
with the Chief Ministers of Ganga river basin 
States and Member, NITI Ayog may be 
entrusted with additional mandate to carry out 
necessary studies with regard to sediment 
management in river Ganga and incorporate 
sediment management strategies in their 
comprehensive plans prepared for all sub-basins 
of river Ganga. 
 
SEBI sets up panel on strengthening 
cyber security 
 On May 02, 2017, Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) set-up a high-level panel 
on cyber security to suggest measures to 
safeguard the capital markets from such attacks. 
 The four-member committee would be 
chaired by Madhabi Puri Buch, a whole time 
member at Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI). 
 The other members are S V Murali Dhar Rao, 
Executive Director at SEBI; Sanjay Bahl, 
Director General at Indian Computer 
Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) and H 
Krishnamurthy, Principle Research Scientist at 
IISC Bangalore. 
 The panel will oversee and provide overall 
guidance on cyber security initiatives to SEBI 
and for the entire capital market. 
 Besides, it will advise SEBI in developing 
and maintaining cyber security and cyber 
resilience requirements aligned with global best 
practices and industry standards in accordance 
with the need of Indian capital market structure. 
 It will also identify measures to improve 
cyber resilience and related business continuity 
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and disaster recovery process in Indian 
securities market. 
 
Sharada Prasad Committee 
 On May 02, 2017 the Ministry of Skill 
Development invited comments/ suggestions of 
the public on the Sharada Prasad Committee 
constituted to Review, Rationalize and Optimize 
the Functioning of Sector Skill Councils by 10 
may 2017. 
 The report has already been submitted to the 
ministry recently. 
 It may be recalled that the committee was 
constituted by the Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship on 18th 
May 2016 for Rationalisation and Optimization 
of the Functioning of the Sector Skill Councils, 
under the Chairmanship of Sharada Prasad, 
Former Director General, Directorate General of 
Employment & Training, Ministry of Labour & 
Employment, Government of India. 
 The Report is in three volumes. 
 Volume I is the main report which deals with 
the major challenges facing the vocational 
education and training system of the country and 
convergence, synergy and rationalisation of 
Sector Skill Councils. 
 Volume 2 contains appendices arranged 
chapter-wise. 
 Volume 3 Maps of National Classification of 
Occupations, 2015 with National Industrial 
Classification, 2008. 
 Sector Skill Councils (SSCs) are industry led 
and industry governed bodies which have been 
mandated to ensure that skill development 
efforts being made by all the stake holders are in 
accordance with the actual needs of the industry 
and develop National Occupational Standards / 
Competency Standards and Qualification Packs 
(QPs). 
 Presently, the National Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC) has approved formation of 
40 SSCs in different Sectors. 
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ASSOCIATIONS & 
ORGANISATIONS  

 
Cabinet approved abolishing Foreign 
Investment Promotion Board 
 On May 24, 2017, the Union Cabinet chaired 
by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved 
to the phasing out of Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board. 
 The proposal entails abolishing the FIPB and 
allowing administrative Ministries/Departments 
to process applications for FDI requiring 
government approval. 
 FDI applications and approval of the 
Government shall now be handled by the 
concerned Ministries/Departments in 
consultation with the Department of Industrial 
Policy & Promotion (DIPP), Ministry of 
Commerce. 
 DIPP will also issue the Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) for processing of applications 
and decision of the Government under the extant 
FDI policy. 
 The move will provide ease of doing business 
and will help in promoting the principle of 
Maximum Governance and Minimum 
Government. 
 It is notable that the Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB) is an inter-ministerial 
body, responsible for processing of FDI 
proposals and making recommendations for 
Government approval. 
 As per the approval rules, The Finance 
Minister who is in-charge of FIPB considers the 
recommendations of FIPB on proposals with 
total foreign equity inflow of and below Rs. 
3000 crore. Proposals of more than Rs. 3000 
crore are placed for consideration of 
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA). 
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OPERATIONS & 
CAMPAIGN  

 
Operation Garam Hawa 
 The Border Security Force conducted 
operation ‘Garam Hawa’ in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan 
to step up vigilance along the international 
border. 
 The main aim of this operation is to eliminate 
the chances of infiltration from across the border 
during summer. Instances of infiltration increase 
during summer due to extreme weather 
condition and dusty storm. 
 During ‘Operation Garam Hawa’ patrolling 
and number of BSF personnel will be increased 
along the international border. 
 
Vidya Veerta Abhiyan 
 On May 02, 2017 Union Human Resource 
Development Minister, Prakash Javadekar 
launched the Vidya Veerta Abhiyan in New 
Delhi. 
 The aim of this programme is to revive and 
re-energize the patriotic fervour in young minds. 
 Through this campaign a wall of valour will 
be built in colleges and universities across the 
country and this will be built on contributory 
funding by students and teachers on voluntary 
basis. 
 The wall will be 15X20 feet in size and will 
depict the portraits of all the 21 Paramveer 
Chakra recipients. 
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LAW & JUSTICE 
 
Cabinet nod for The Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites 
Remains (Amendment) Bill, 2017 
 On May 17, 2017, the Union Cabinet chaired 
by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved 
the introduction of the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites Remains (Amendment) 
Bill, 2017 in the Parliament. 
 Amendments approved to make way for 
certain constructions limited strictly to public 
works include; 
 Insertion of a new definition of “public 
works” in section 2 of the Act. 
 Amendment to section 20A of the Act so as to 
allow any Department or Office of the Central 
Government to carry out public works in the 
prohibited area after obtaining permission from 
the Central Government. 
 Insertion of a new clause (ea) to section 20-I 
of the principal Act. 
 The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 
Sites and Remains Act 1958 will be amended 
through the Bill to allow “public works of 
national importance” in the prohibited areas. 
 A ‘prohibited area’ means land in the 100-
metre radius around a protected site. Currently, 
construction is not allowed in the prohibited 
area except for repair and renovation works. 
 At present, as many as 3,686 monuments and 
sites are centrally-protected by the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), which is 
responsible for their maintenance. 
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YEAR, DAY & WEEK 
 
World Metrology Day 
 World Metrology Day was celebrated on May 
20th, 2017 across the world. 
 The theme of this day for year 2017 is 
‘Measurements for Transport’. 
 This date was chosen in recognition of the 
signing of the Metre Convention on 20 May 
1875. 
 This convention provides the basis for a 
coherent measurement system worldwide that 
underpins scientific discovery and innovation, 
industrial manufacturing and international trade, 
as well as the improvement of the quality of life 
and the protection of the global environment. 
 
International Day for Biological 
Diversity 
 On May 22, 2017, ‘International Day for 
Biological Diversity’ was observed globally. 
 The theme for ‘International Day for 
Biological Diversity 2017’ is “Biodiversity and 
Sustainable Tourism”. 
 It is notable that UN proclaimed May 22, the 
date of the adoption of the text of Convention on 
Biological Diversity, as the International Day 
for Biological Diversity in 2000. 
 With only 2.4% of world’s land area, India 
accounts for 7-8% of recorded species of the 
world. 
 In terms of species richness, India ranks 
seventh in mammals, ninth in birds and fifth in 
reptiles. 
 India’s share of crops is 44% as compared to 
the world average of 11%. 
 India also has 23.39% of its geographical area 
under forest and tree cover. 
 There are 4 hotspots of biodiversity in India- 
(i) Himalaya, (ii) Indo-Myanmar borders (iii) 
Sunda lands and (iv) Western Ghats 
 A biodiversity hotspot is a biogeographic 
region with a significant reservoir of 
biodiversity that is under threat from humans. 
 The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 is a 
federal legislation enacted by the Parliament of 

India for preservation of biological diversity in 
India. 
 The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) 
was established in 2003 to implement India’s 
Biological Diversity Act (2002). 
 NBA performs facilitative, regulatory and 
advisory function for the Government of India 
on issues of conservation, sustainable use of 
biological resources and fair and equitable 
sharing of benefits arising out of the use of 
biological resources. 
 Desert National Park is a unique biosphere 
reserve for conservation and development of 
biodiversity in India. It is situated in Jaisalmer, 
Rajasthan. 
 
Anti-Terrorism Day 
 ‘Anti Terrorism Day’ was observed on May 
21, 2017 in India. 
 The Anti- Terrorism Day is observed on May 
21st as it was on this day in 1991 that the former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi fell to the bullets 
of terrorists. 
 It aims to spread awareness against terrorism 
and violence and its adverse effects all sections 
of the society. 
 
National Dengue Day 
 National Dengue Day was observed on May 
16, throughout the country. 
 The objective of observing this day is to 
control the Dengue through awareness and 
preventive actions till transmission season is 
over. 
 Dengue is a common viral disease spread by 
mosquito bite. It is transmitted by a mosquito 
called Aedes Aegypti. It occurs in two forms. 
 The first form is, Classical Dengue fever also 
known as break bone fever because of the severe 
pain it develops in patients’ joints. 
 The second form is Dengue Haemorrhagic 
Fever which is not only painful but also deadly. 
It usually results in abnormal bleeding from 
nose, gums or as blood in urine. 
 The disease is endemic in more than 100 
countries in the WHO regions of Africa, the 
Americas, the Eastern Mediterranean, South-
East Asia and the Western Pacific. The 
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America, South-East Asia and Western Pacific 
regions are the most seriously affected. 
 The best way to prevent dengue is to avoid 
mosquito bite and mosquito breeding in and 
around the houses. 
 
International Nurses Day 
 International Nurses Day was celebrated 
across the world on May 12, 2017. 
 The theme for International Nurses day 2017 
is “Nurses: A Voice to Lead, Achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals for its 
International Nurses Day kit”. 
 In January 1974, 12 May was chosen to be 
celebrated as International Nurses Day as it is 
the birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale, 
the founder of modern nursing. 
 The International Council of Nurses (ICN) 
has celebrated this day every year since 1965. 
 The President of India, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee 
presented the National Florence Nightingale 
Awards to nursing personnel on the occasion of 
International Nurses Day at Rashtrapati Bhavan. 
 
National Technology Day 
 Nineteenth National Technology Day was 
celebrated on May 11th, 2017 throughout the 
country. 
 The theme of National Technology Day 2017 
is ‘Technology for inclusive and sustainable 
growth’. 
 May 11 is commemorated as the National 
Technology Day to mark India’s scientific 
prowess and technological advancements since 
1999 as on this day May 11, 1998, India 
successfully conducted first among the five 
nuclear tests in Pokhran. 
 It is also notable that the first, indigenous 
aircraft “Hansa-3” was test flown at Bangalore 
on this day. India also performed successful test 
firing of the Trishul missile on the same day. 
 The Technology Development Board (TDB) 
commemorates the day by honouring 
technological innovations that have added to the 
nation growth. 
 
 
 

World Red Cross Day 
 On May 08, 2017, World Red Cross Day was 
celebrated across the world. 
 This date is the birth anniversary of Henry 
Dunant (born on May 08, 1828), the founder of 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and the recipient of the first Nobel 
Peace Prize. 
 The International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) is a humanitarian institution based 
in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 ICRC was formed on 17 February 1863. 
 Its aim is to protect victims of international 
and internal armed conflicts. Such victims 
include war wounded, prisoners, refugees, 
civilians, and other non-combatants. 
 The Indian Red Cross Society (IRCS) was 
formed in 1920. 
 
Year of war disabled 
 On May 06, 2017 Army Chief General Bipin 
Rawat declared 2018 as the “year of war 
disabled”. 
 He made this declaration during the disabled 
soldiers rally organised by the Delhi-based War 
Wounded Foundation at the Armed Forces 
Medical College. 
 Nearly 150 war disabled personnel, some in 
wheelchairs, participated in the rally. 
 
World Asthma Day 
 On May 02, 2017 World Asthama Day was 
observed across the world. 
 World Asthma Day is observed on the first 
Tuesday of May. 
 The theme of World Asthma Day, 2017 is 
“Better air better breathing”. 
 The inaugural World Asthma Day was held in 
1998. 
 Asthma is a common long term inflammatory 
disease of the airways of the lungs. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Inauguration of ‘Return of Three 
Statues’ exhibition 
 On May 23, 2017, the Minister of State for 
Culture and Tourism (Independent Charge), Dr. 
Mahesh Sharma inaugurated the exhibition 
‘Return of three statues from Australia’ in 
National Museum, Janpath, New Delhi. 
 This exhibition was organized on the 
occasion of the safe return of three stone statues- 
sitting Buddha, disciple worshiping Buddha and 
Goddess Pratyangira from Australia to India. 
 These statues were bought by the Australia 
Art Museum from Nancy Wiener in New York 
in 2007 and in 2005. 
 During the special event held in the 
Australian Art Museum in Canberra, these three 
ancient artifacts were formally handed over to 
Dr. Mahesh Sharma by Senator Mitch Fifield. 
 On this occasion Dr. Mahesh Sharma released 
the book ‘War Paintings of the Irresistible 
Jat King Surajmal’ written by Dr. Satyavrat 
Tripathi. 
 In addition, he also launched an ‘App’ on the 
cleanliness campaign. 
 
India contributes to UN election 
assistance programme 
 On April 18, 2017 India made a contribution 
of $250,000 to the UN programme for helping 
countries to hold elections and develop their 
electoral systems. 
 This is the second contribution of $250,000 to 
the programme for electoral assistance and 
capacity building. The first was made in 2012. 
 Through the Election Assistance Division set 
up in 1991, the UN has helped over 100 
countries with their elections. 
 This division principally provides technical 
assistance for organising and conducting 
elections. 
 
 
 

Stock limits on sugar traders extended 
for six months 
 On April 19, 2017 Union Cabinet gave its 
approval for extending the validity of the 
existing Central Order dated 27.10.2016 in 
respect of sugar for a further period of six 
months from 29.04.2017 to 28.10.2017. 
 The main objective of the decision is to 
enable the State Governments to issue control 
order with the prior concurrence of Central 
Government. 
 The decision will help state government in 
fixing stock limits/licensing requirements in 
respect of sugar. 
 This is expected to help in the efforts being 
taken to improve the availability of these 
commodities to general public at reasonable 
rates. 
 To support the sugar sector, the Government 
had recently extended soft loan assistance of 
Rs.4305 crore to the industry which has been 
directly credited to farmers account on behalf of 
sugar mills through banks benefitting about 32 
lakh farmers. 
 In order to maintain domestic prices at 
reasonable levels, the Government has allowed 
import of a restricted quantity of 5 lakh MT of 
raw sugar at zero duty by millers / refiners 
having their own refining capacity. 
 This restricted quantity will help the sugar 
industry to augment their liquidity and enable 
them to pay cane dues of farmers. 
 Top Sugar producing countries are Brazil, 
India and China respectively. 

 
*** 

 


