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NATIONAL EVENTS 
 
Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital 
Saksharta Abhiyan 
• On 8th February, 2017, the Union Cabinet 
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
approved ‘Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital 
Saksharta Abhiyan’ (PMGDISHA) to make 6 
crore rural households digitally literate. 
• The outlay for this project is Rs.2,351.38 
crore to usher in digital literacy in rural India by 
March, 2019. This is in line with the 
announcement made by Finance Minister in the 
Union Budget 2016-17. 
• Under the scheme, 25 lakh candidates will 
be trained in the FY 2016-17; 275 lakh in the 
FY 2017-18; and 300 lakh in the FY 2018-19. 
• To ensure equitable geographical reach, each 
of the 250,000 Gram Panchayats would be 
expected to register an average of 200-300 
candidates. 
• The implementation of the Scheme would be 
carried out under the overall supervision of 
Ministry of Electronics and IT in active 
collaboration with States/UTs through their 
designated State Implementing Agencies, 
District e-Governance Society etc. 
Background: 
• As per the 71st NSSO Survey on Education 
2014, only 6% of rural households have a 
computer. The PMGDISHA being initiated 
under Digital India Programme would cover 6 
crore households in rural areas to make them 
digitally literate. 
• This would empower the citizens by 
providing them access to information, 
knowledge and skills for operating computers / 
digital access devices. 
• As the thrust of the Government is on 
cashless transactions through mobile phones, the 
course content would also have emphasis on 
Digital Wallets, Mobile Banking, Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI), Unstructured 
Supplementary Service Data (USSD) and 
Aadhaar Enabled Payment System (AEPS), etc. 
 
 
Benefit: 

• Digitally literate persons would be able to 
operate computers/digital access devices (like 
tablets, smart phones, etc.), send and receive 
emails, browse internet, access Government 
Services, search for information, undertaking 
cashless transactions, etc. 
• Therefore people would be able to use IT to 
actively participate in the process of nation 
building. 
 
68th Republic Day-2017 
 On 26 January 2017; 68th Republic Day 
celebrations was held across the country. 
 Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Mohammed Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan was the guest of honour for 
India’s Republic Day celebrations. 
 Republic Day honors the date on which the 
Constitution of India came into effect on 26 
January 1950 replacing the Government of India 
Act (1935) as the governing document of India. 
Highlights of the 68th Republic Day 
celebrations: – 
 A marching contingent of the UAE military is 
the second foreign military to ever participate in 
the Republic Day parade. Last year, a French 
Army contingent joined the parade becoming 
the first-ever foreign military to do so. 
 For the first time in the history of Republic 
Day celebrations, the “black cat” commandos of 
the elite counter-terror force National Security 
Guard (NSG) march down Rajpath in full armed 
gear. 
 India’s indigenous Light Combat Aircraft 
Tejas makes a debut at the Republic Day parade 
along with long-range howitzer Dhanush. 
 The parade also saw the fly-past of three LCA 
Tejas Aircraft flying ‘Vic’ formation and the 
Airborne Early Warning & Control System 
(AEW&C) developed by Defence Research and 
Development Organization (DRDO). 
 There will be a total of 23 tableaux 
showcasing their respective themes of which 17 
from various states and Union territories and 6 
were from different ministries. 
 Six of those tableaux will belong to the 
Ministries of Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises; Housing and Urban Poverty 
Alleviation; Skill Development; Central Board 
of Excise and Customs; Council of Scientific 
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and Industrial Research; and Central Public 
Works Department. 
 President Pranab Mukherjee presented the 
Ashok Chakra to late Havildar Hangpan Dada’s 
wife Chasen Lowang. Dada showed exemplary 
bravery while fighting terrorists in Jammu and 
Kashmir on 27 May 2016 and sacrificed his life 
in the line of duty. 
 Burj Khalifa tower, the world’s tallest 
building located in Dubai was lit up in the 
colours of the Indian National flag to celebrate 
India’s 68th Republic Day. 
 There were amazing themes for tableaux 
during Republic Day like Green India-Clean 
India, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Skill India, a 
tribute to Lokmanya Tilak on his 160th birth 
anniversary, art and lifestyle of Kutch, model 
government schools of Delhi during 68th 
Republic Day Parade. 
 
Payment of Wages Bill passed in the 
Parliament 
 On 7th February, 2017, Parliament passed The 
Payment of Wages (Amendment) Bill 2017. 
 The Payment of Wages (Amendment) Bill 
2017 was passed by voice vote in Rajya Sabha 
on 7th February, 2017. 
 The Lok Sabha had passed the bill on 6th 
February, 2017. 
 This Bill seeks to enable the Centre and state 
governments to specify industrial units which 
will have to pay wages only either through 
cheques or by transferring into bank accounts. 
 The bill replaces the Payment of Wages 
(Amendment) Bill 2016, which was introduced 
in Lok Sabha on December 15, 2016 and repeals 
the Payment of Wages (Amendment) Ordinance 
2016 promulgated on December 28, 2016. 
 Under the 1936 Act, all wages must be paid 
either in coin or currency notes, or both. 
  However, the employer may pay his 
employee’s wages either by cheque or by 
crediting it into his bank account, after obtaining 
his written authorisation. 
 The Bill amends the 1936 Act to permit the 
employer to pay an employee’s wages: (i) in 
coin or currency notes; or (ii) by cheque; or (iii) 
by crediting them into his bank account. 

   The Bill removes the requirement of obtaining 
written authorisation for payment of wages by 
cheque or through a bank account. 
 However, the relevant central or state 
government may specify certain industrial or 
other establishments where the employer should 
pay his employees only by: (i) cheque; or (ii) 
crediting the wages in his bank account. 
 
India’s First 100% Cashless Township 
 On 13 February 2017; The Gujarat Narmada 
Valley Fertilizers and Chemicals (GNFC) 
township in Bharuch has become country’s first 
ever “cashless township”. 
 Over 10,000 residents have embraced various 
digital mode of payments instead of cash. 
 It has facilities like a big Shopping Center, 
Restaurants, Eateries, Schools and Colleges, 
Hospital, Stadium, Guest House, etc. 
 Here, Paan shop, Laundry shop, Cycle 
repairing shop, Barber shop and flour mill all 
run through transactions by PoS machines and 
E-wallets like BHIM, UPI, SBI buddy, etc. 
 Gujarat Narmada Valley Fertilisers & 
Chemicals Limited (GNFC) is an Indian 
manufacturer of fertilizers and Chemicals. 
 The company was jointly promoted by the 
Government of Gujarat and the Gujarat State 
Fertilizer Company Limited (GSFC). 
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INTERNATIONAL 
EVENTS 

Oscars 2017 
 The 89th Academy Awards ceremony, of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
took place at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, 
Los Angeles, USA. 
The complete list of awards are as follows: 
 Best Picture award: Moonlight. The film was 
directed by Barry Jenkins 
 Best Director: Damien Chazelle for ‘La La 
Land’. 
 Best Actor: Casey Affleck for ‘Manchester by 
the Sea’. 
 Best Actress: Emma Stone for ‘La La Land’. 
 Best Supporting Actor: Mahershala Ali for 
‘Moonlight’. 
 Best Supporting Actress: Viola Davis for 
‘Fences’. 
 Best Animated Feature Film: Zootopia . The 
film was directed by Byron Howard and Rich 
Moore. 
 Best Cinematography: Linus Sandgren for 
‘La La Land’ 
 Best Costume Design: Colleen Atwood for 
‘Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them’. 
 Best Documentary Feature Film: O.J.: Made 
in America ( director: Ezra Edelman) 
 Best Foreign Language Film: The Salesman, 
Directed by Asghar Farhadi (Iran). 
 Best Music Original Score: Justin Hurwitz for 
‘La La Land’ 
 The ceremony was hosted by Jimmy Kimmel 
this year. 
 Film ‘La La Land’ created history with 14 
Academy Awards nominations this year and win 
6 award. 
 
Index of Economic Freedom 2017 
 On 15th February, 2017, The Heritage 
Foundation released the 2017 Index of 
Economic Freedom. 
 Among the 180 countries ranked, scores 
improved for 103 countries and declined for 73 
(16 of which recorded their lowest Index scores 
ever). 

 Five economies earned the Index’s 
designation of “free” (scores of 80 or above), 
while the next 87 are classified as “mostly free” 
(70-79.9) or “moderately free” (60-69.9). Yet 
the number of economically “unfree” economies 
remains high: 65 are considered “mostly unfree” 
(50-59.9) and 23 are “repressed” (scores below 
50). 
 Hong Kong and Singapore each logged 
increases in their Index scores, finishing first 
and second in the rankings for the 23rd 
consecutive year. 
 Five other frequent top 10 finishers — New 
Zealand (3rd globally), Switzerland (4th), 
Australia (5th), Estonia (6th) and Canada (7th) 
also improved their scores. A surprise 
newcomer to the top 10, the United Arab 
Emirates, improved its Index score by 4.3 points 
to take the 8th spot. Ireland (9th) and Chile (10th) 
saw their scores dip, but still managed to round 
out the global top 10. 
 India ranked 143rd in the annual index of 
economic freedom and falls under ‘mostly 
unfree’ category with score of 52.6. 
 India’s score of 52.6 points is 3.6 points less 
than that of last year, when India was ranked 
123rd. 
 Nepal (125), Sri Lanka (112), Pakistan (141), 
Bhutan (107), and Bangladesh (128) surpassed 
India in economic freedom. 
 China with a score of 57.4 points was placed 
at 111 positions. The United States was ranked 
17 with 75.1 points. 
 The world average score of 60.9 is the highest 
recorded in the 23-year history of the index. 
How it works: 
 The Index evaluates countries in four 
broad policy areas that affect economic 
freedom: rule of law; government size; 
regulatory efficiency; and open markets. There 
are 12 specific categories: property rights, 
judicial effectiveness, government integrity, tax 
burden, government spending, fiscal health, 
business freedom, labor freedom, monetary 
freedom, trade freedom, investment freedom, 
and financial freedom. Scores in these 
categories are averaged to create an overall 
score. 
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 Based on an average score, each of 180 
countries graded in the 2017 Index is classified 
as “free” (i.e., combined scores of 80 or higher); 
“mostly free” (70-79.9); “moderately free” (60-
69.9); “mostly unfree” (50-59.9); or “repressed” 
(under 50). 
 The Index groups the world’s countries into 
five regions: the Americas, Asia-Pacific (home 
to nine of the 20 most-improved countries), 
Europe, Middle East/North Africa and Sub-
Saharan Africa (with the most countries 
recording notable score declines). 
 
Pakistani private television channels 
allowed to show Indian films 
• On 14 February 2017; Pakistani court has 
allowed private television channels having valid 
licences to show Indian films as per their terms 
of agreement with the country’s regulatory 
authority. 
• The permission to private television channels 
in the light of the report put by the Pakistan 
Electronic Media Regulatory Authority 
(PEMRA) before the court. 
• The interim order was passed on a petition 
filed by Leo Communication challenging ban on 
airing Indian content on cable television 
network. 
• Lahore High Court Chief Justice Syed 
Mansoor Ali Shah granted the permission. 
• PEMRA in its October 2016 order had banned 
Pakistani private channels being operated 
through cable network from airing the Indian 
content. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

 

ECONOMY 
Cabinet Nod for acquisition of 5 
subsidiaries by SBI 
 On 15th February, 2017, The Union Cabinet, 
chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
approved the acquisition of 5 subsidiaries bank 
namely State Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur, State 
Bank of Hyderabad, State Bank of Mysore, 
State Bank of Patiala and State Bank of 
Travancore by State Bank of India (SBI). 
 The Cabinet also approved the introduction of 
a Bill in Parliament to repeal the State Bank of 
India (Subsidiary Banks) Act, 1959 and the 
State Bank of Hyderabad Act, 1956. 
 The merger is likely to result in recurring 
savings, estimated at more than Rs. 1,000 crore 
in the first year, through a combination of 
enhanced operational efficiency and reduced 
cost of funds. 
 The acquisition of subsidiary banks of State 
Bank is an important step towards strengthening 
the banking sector through consolidation of 
public sector banks. 
 It is in pursuance of the Indradhanush action 
plan of the Government and it is expected to 
strengthen the banking sector and improve its 
efficiency and profitability. 
 It is to be noted that Indradhanush Action 
Plan is a 7-pronged strategy to address the 
challenges in public sector banking system. 
Benefit: 
 The acquisition under Section 35 of the State 
Bank of India Act, 1955 will result in the 
creation of a stronger merged entity. 
 It will create improved operational efficiency 
and economies of scale. 
 It will also result in improved risk 
management and unified treasury operations. 
 Existing customers of subsidiary banks will 
benefit from access to SBI’s global network. 
 The merger will also lead to better 
management of high value credit exposures 
through focused monitoring and control over 
cash flows. 
 

 

Reserve Bank of India raised the 
ceiling of gold loans given by regional 
rural banks (RRB) 
 On 16 February 2017; Reserve Bank of India 
has raised the ceiling of gold loans given by 
regional rural banks (RRB). 
 It has been increased to Rs 2 lakh from Rs 1 
lakh, expanding the access to credit for farmers 
and artisans willing to pledge gold as collateral. 
 RBI has doubled the gold loan ceiling for 
loans not exceeding 12 months from the date of 
sanction. 
 Interest will be charged to the account at 
monthly rests but will become due for payment 
along with principal only at the end of 12 
months from the date of sanction. 
 For this RRBs should maintain a Loan to 
Value (LTV) ratio of 75% on the outstanding 
amount of loan including the interest on an 
ongoing basis, failing which the loan will be 
treated as a Non Performing Asset (NPA). 
 RBI has clarified that crop loans sanctioned 
against the collateral security of gold/gold 
ornaments shall continue to be governed by the 
extant income recognition, asset classification 
and provisioning norms for such loans. 
 India’s first RRB was established in 1975. 
 These were set up on the recommendations of 
The M. Narasimham committee. 
 
Second Advance Estimates of 
production of major crops for 2016-17 
 On 15 February 2017; the 2nd Advance 
Estimates of production of major crops for 
2016-17 have been released by the Department 
of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers 
Welfare. 
 The assessment of production of different 
crops is based on the feedback received from 
States and validated with information available 
from other sources. 
 As per Second Advance Estimates for 2016-
17, total Foodgrain production in the country is 
estimated at 271.98 million tonnes which is 
higher by 6.94 million tonnes than the previous 
record production of Foodgrain of 265.04 
million tonnes achieved during 2013-14. 
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 The current year’s production is also higher 
by 14.97 million tonnes than the previous five 
years’ (2011-12 to 2015-16) average production 
of Foodgrains. 
 Total production of Rice is estimated at 
record 108.86 million tonnes which is also a 
new record. 
 This year’s Rice production is higher by 2.21 
million tonnes than previous record production 
of 106.65 million tonnes achieved during 2013-
14. 
 It is also higher by 3.44 million tonnes than 
the five years’ average Rice production of 
105.42 million tonnes. 
 Production of rice has increased significantly 
by 4.45 million tonnes than the production of 
104.41 million tonnes during 2015-16. 
 Production of Wheat, estimated at 96.64 
million tonnes is also a record. 
 This year’s wheat production is higher than 
the previous record production of 95.85 million 
tonnes achieved during 2013-14. 
 Production of Wheat during 2016-17 is also 
higher by 4.03 million tonnes than the average 
wheat production. 
 The current year’s production is higher by 
4.36 million tonnes as compared to Wheat 
production of 92.29 million tonnes achieved 
during 2015-16. 
 Production of Coarse Cereals estimated at a 
new record level of 44.34 million tonnes is 
higher than the average production by 3.00 
million tonnes. 
 It is higher than the previous record 
production of 43.40 million tonnes achieved 
during 2010-11 by 0.94 million tonnes. 
 Current year’s production it is also higher by 
5.82 million tonnes as compared to their 
production of 38.52 million tonnes achieved 
during 2015-16. 
 As a result of significant increase in the area 
coverage and productivity of all major Pulses, 
total production of pulses during 2016-17 is 
estimated at 22.14 million tonnes which is 
higher by 2.89 million tonnes than the previous 
record production of 19.25 million tonnes 
achieved during 2013-14. 

 Production of Pulses during 2016-17 is also 
higher by 4.50 million tonnes than their Five 
years’ average production. 
 Current year’s production is higher by 5.79 
million tonnes than the previous year’s 
production of 16.35 million tonnes. 
 With an increase of 8.35 million tonnes over 
the previous year, total Oilseeds production in 
the country is estimated at record level of 33.60 
million tonnes. 
 It is higher by 0.85 million tonnes than the 
previous record production of 32.75 million 
tonnes achieved during 2013-14. 
 Production of Sugarcane is estimated at 
309.98 million tonnes which is lower by 38.46 
million tonnes than the last year’s production of 
348.45 million tonnes. 
 Despite lower area coverage during 2016-17, 
higher productivity of Cotton has resulted into 
higher production of 32.51 million bales (of 170 
kg each) as compared to 30.01 million bales 
during 2015-16. 
 Production of Jute & Mesta estimated at 
10.06 million bales (of 180 kg each) is 
marginally lower than their production of 10.52 
million bales during the last year. 
 
Govt allocates capital to India Post 
Payments Bank 
• On 13 February 2017; government has 
allocated Rs500 crore to India Post Payments 
Bank for the financial year 2017-18. 
• The government has allocated Rs125 crore as 
“capital infusion into corporate entity for India 
Post Payments Bank” and Rs375 crore as “grant 
in aid to India Post Payments Bank (IPPB)”, as 
per Output-Outcome Framework for Schemes 
2017-18 for the department of posts (DoP). 
• The IPPB will offer an interest rate of 4.5% on 
deposits up to Rs25,000; 5% on deposits of 
Rs25,000-50,000 and 5.5% on Rs50,000-
1,00,000. 
• The total paid up equity of the new bank IPPB 
is Rs 800 crore, of which the government has 
already infused Rs275 crore. 
• Government plans to set up 650 branches 
across country by September 2017. 
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Sixth Bi-monthly Monetary Policy 
Statement, 2016-17 
 On 8 February 2017 Reserve Bank of India 
released its Sixth Bi-monthly Monetary Policy 
Statement, 2016-17 Resolution of the Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC). 
 RBI kept the policy repo rate under the 
liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) unchanged at 
6.25 per cent. 
 Also, the reverse repo rate under the LAF 
remains unchanged at 5.75 per cent, and the 
marginal standing facility (MSF) rate and the 
Bank Rate at 6.75 per cent. 
 Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) remained 
unchanged at 20.75 per cent. 
 Reserve Ratios Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) of 
scheduled banks also remained unchanged at 4.0 
per cent of net demand and time liability 
(NDTL). 
 GVA growth for 2016-17 is projected at 6.9 
per cent and GVA growth for 2017-18 is 
projected at 7.4 per cent. 
 Inflation is projected in the range of 4.0 to 4.5 
per cent in the first half of the financial year and 
in the range of 4.5 to 5.0 per cent in the second 
half of 2017-18. 
 The next meeting of the MPC is scheduled on 
April 5 and 6, 2017. 
 
Acquisition of MoneyGram 
 On 26 January 2017; Alibaba affiliate Ant 
Financial announced the acquisition of U.S. 
money-transfer firm MoneyGram. 
 Ant Financial acquired MoneyGram for USD 
880 million. 
 Stockholders of MoneyGram being offered 
$13.25 per share in cash. 
 The transaction will connect MoneyGram’s 
money transfer network of 2.4 billion bank and 
mobile accounts and 350,000 physical locations 
with Ant Financial’s users. 
 The combination will provide consumers in 
over 200 countries and territories with 
convenient and accessible financial services, 
which furthers Ant Financial’s mission to 
promote equal access to financial services 
globally. 
 The services of MoneyGram and Ant 
Financial are highly complementary. 

 MoneyGram, which will remain 
headquartered in Dallas and continue to operate 
under its existing brand. 
 It will be able to leverage Ant Financial’s 
global presence and existing network to serve 
more than 630 million users — including 450 
million with Alipay and 180 million with India’s 
leading mobile payment provider Paytm — to 
increase MoneyGram’s transaction volume 
across the broad Asia-Pacific region. 
 The transaction will also help expand Ant 
Financial’s business in new global markets 
following its recent partnerships with Paytm in 
India and Ascend Money in Thailand. 
 The acquisition is expected to close in the 
second half of 2017. 
 Alipay.com is a third-party online payment 
platform. It was launched in China in 2004 by 
Alibaba Group and its founder Jack Ma. 
 
Operation Clean Money 
 On 31 January 2017; Income Tax Department 
(ITD) has initiated Operation Clean Money. 
 Initial phase of the operation involves e-
verification of large cash deposits made during 
9th November to 30th December 2016. 
 Data analytics has been used for comparing 
the demonetisation data with information in ITD 
databases. 
 In the first batch, around 18 lakh persons have 
been identified in whose case, cash transactions 
do not appear to be in line with the tax payer’s 
profile. 
 ITD has enabled online verification of these 
transactions to reduce compliance cost for the 
taxpayers while optimising its resources. 
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SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 

INS Sarvekshak 
 On 12 February 2017; Indian Naval Ship 
Sarvekshak has undertaken an innovative 
project for provision of electricity onboard using 
solar energy. 
 The ship has installed 18 light weight flexible 
panels of 300 W each, which are 100% marine 
compatible. 
 This can be used for communication 
equipment, battery charging and general 
lightings onboard round the clock with battery 
outputs during night. 
 This power source can be used at sea as well 
as in harbour. 
 This green initiative of the Indian Navy saves 
approximately 89.1 kg of carbon emission per 
day when compared with a diesel generator. 
 
ISRO Launched 104 Satellites in a 
Single Flight 
 On 15th February, 2017 ISRO’s Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C37) successfully 
launched the 714 kg Cartosat-2 Series Satellite 
along with 103 co-passenger satellites from 
Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. 
 PSLV-C37 lifted off at 9:28 am IST, as 
planned, from the First Launch Pad. 
 The satellites achieved a polar Sun 
Synchronous Orbit of 506 km inclined at an 
angle of 97.46 degree to the equator after a 
flight of 16 minutes 48 seconds. 
 This is the thirty ninth flight of Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle and thirty eighth consecutively 
successful mission of PSLV. 
 The total weight of all the 104 satellites 
carried on-board PSLV-C37 was 1378 kg. 
 The total number of Indian satellites launched 
by PSLV now stands at 46. 
 The satellite will be brought to its final 
operational configuration in the coming days 
following which it will begin to provide remote 
sensing services using its panchromatic (black 
and white) and multispectral (colour) cameras. 
 Of the 103 co-passenger satellites carried by 
PSLV-C37, two – ISRO Nano Satellite INS-1 

and INS-2 are technology demonstration 
satellites from India. 
 The remaining 101 co-passenger satellites 
carried were international customer satellites 
from USA (96), The Netherlands (1), 
Switzerland (1), Israel (1), Kazakhstan (1) and 
UAE (1). 
 With today’s successful launch, the total 
number of customer satellites from abroad 
launched by PSLV has reached 180. 
 
BEL launches communication radio 
 On 16 February 2017; PSU Bharat 
Electronics Ltd (BEL) has unveiled a new 
communication radio for the Indian armed 
forces, called STARS-V Mk III. 
 It was launched at the Aero India 2017 show 
at the Air Force Station, Yelahanka in 
Bengaluru. 
 The radio is completely designed, developed 
and made in BEL. 
 It is a multi brand, high data rate, software 
intensive IP radio with mobile ad hoc 
networking (MANET) functions supporting up 
to 64 notes. 
Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) is an Indian 
state-owned aerospace and defence company. 
 It is owned by the Indian Government and 
primarily manufactures advanced electronic 
products for the Indian Armed Forces. 
 Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) was set up 
in 1954. 
 Its headquarters is in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 
 
INSV Tarini 
• On 18th February, 2017, The Indian Navy’s 
second ocean going sailboat INSV Tarini was 
inducted in a ceremony held at the INS Mandovi 
Boat Pool. 
• INSV Tarini is a sloop built by M/s Aquarius 
Shipyard Pvt Ltd at Divar, Goa. The sail boat 
Tarini is slated to be the platform for First 
Indian All Women Circumnavigation of the 
Globe expedition of the Indian Navy. 
• Extensive trials of the newly built INS Tarini 
were successfully completed on 30 January 
2017. 
• The boat has been built to a stock design by 
Van de Stadt, Netherlands called Tonga 56. 
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• The hull is made of wooden core fiberglass 
sandwich construction for a better performance 
than aluminum and steel. 
• Her mast is 25 meters tall and has been custom 
built by M/s Southern Spars, Cape Town, for 
sailing in extreme conditions. She boasts a 
Raymarine navigation suite and an array of 
latest satellite communication systems through 
which she can be contacted anywhere in the 
world. 
• Indian Navy will is operating four sailing 
vessels capable of open ocean deployments- 
Tarangini, Sudarshini, Mhadei and Tarini, all 
four of which have been built in shipyards at 
Goa. 
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TREATY & 
AGREEMENTS 

Cabinet approves MoU between India 
and Australia 
 On 22nd February, 2017, The Union Cabinet 
chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
approved signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between India and 
Australia for promotion and development of 
cooperation in civil aviation security. 
 The MoU will provide an opportunity to 
Indian aviation security authorities to share the 
expertise of their Australian counterparts and 
enhance the overall aviation security 
environment in India. 
 The MoU will provide compliance of 
international obligation as well as enhance 
promotion in the area of security cooperation 
between the two countries. 
 
Agreement between Tata Motors and 
Microsoft India 
 On 16 February 2017; Tata Motors and 
Microsoft India today announced a strategic 
agreement to redefine connected and 
personalised driving experiences for Indian 
customers. 
 Tata Motors will leverage Microsoft’s 
connected vehicle technologies that bring 
together artificial intelligence (AI), advanced 
machine learning, and the Internet of Things 
(IoT) capabilities on the global hyper-scale 
Azure cloud, to traverse the digital and physical 
worlds and create a highly personalized, smart 
and safer driving experience across the digital 
life of a vehicle owner. 
 The first vehicle showcasing the vision for 
these enhanced driving experiences will be 
unveiled at the 87th Geneva International Motor 
Show on 7th March 2017. 
 This will be via Tata Motors’ unique user 
interface application and services suite utilizing 
Microsoft enabled functionality like advanced 
navigation, predictive maintenance, telematics 
and remote monitoring features. 
 In the future, Tata Motors vehicles will offer 
drivers and passengers a highly digital driving 
experience. Microsoft Azure cloud computing 

technologies will allow advanced navigation, 
predictive maintenance and vehicle centric 
services, remote monitoring of car features, 
external mobile experiences and over-the-air 
updates. 
 These will be powered by Microsoft Azure 
cloud and services such as advanced analytics, 
machine learning, IoT and artificial intelligence. 
 
Cabinet approved India – Rwanda Air 
Services Agreement 
 On 15th February, 2017, The Union Cabinet 
chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
approved the signing of Air Services Agreement 
between India and Rwanda. 
 The Agreement has the potential to spur 
greater trade, investment, tourism and cultural 
exchange between India and Rwanda. 
 It will provide environment for enhanced and 
seamless connectivity while providing 
commercial opportunities to the carriers of both 
the sides ensuring greater safety and security. 
 Air service agreement is an agreement which 
two nations sign to allow international 
commercial air transport services between their 
territories. 
 The bilateral system has its basis under the 
Chicago convention signed in December 1944 
and associated multilateral treaties. 
 Rwanda is an African country which shares 
its border with Burundi, Tanzania, Uganda and 
Congo Republic. 
 
MoU between India and Senegal 
 On 8th February, 2017 The Union Cabinet 
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
approved signing of an agreement between India 
and Senegal in the field of health and medicine. 
 A working group will be set up to further 
elaborate the details of cooperation and to 
oversee the implementation of this agreement. 
 The areas of cooperation include medical 
research, hospital management, drugs and 
pharmaceutical products and hospital 
equipments, traditional medicine and other areas 
of mutual interest. 
 Besides, Aids control, Emergency Relief and 
Integrated Disease Surveillance are also on 
agenda for cooperation. 
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 Apart from this, the Cabinet was also 
apprised of the signing of the Memorandum of 
Understanding for cooperation between 
Technology Development Board, Department of 
Science & Technology, Govt. of India and 
Bpifrance, a Public Investment Bank of France. 
 This agreement will ensure exchange of best 
practices and setting up of coordinated measures 
to foster technological exchanges in the field of 
Science, Technology and Innovation. 
 
Agreement between India and Austria 
 On 6 February 2017; India and Austria signed 
a Protocol amending the existing Convention 
between the two countries for Avoidance of 
Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal 
Evasion with respect to Taxes on Income. 
 The Protocol was signed by Shri Sushil 
Chandra, Chairman CBDT on behalf of India 
and Mr. Georg Zehetner, Charge d’ Affaires, 
Embassy of Austria on behalf of Austria. 
 The Protocol will broaden the scope of the 
existing framework of exchange of tax related 
information which will help curb tax evasion 
and tax avoidance between the two countries 
and will also enable mutual assistance in 
collection of taxes. 
 
MOU between India and Italy 
 On 2 February 2017; Ministry of Railways 
and Ferrovie Dello Stato Italiane Group (FS 
Group) a Government Company of Italy 
managing the Italian railway sector have signed 
an MoU for technical cooperation in rail sector 
especially in the areas safety in train operations. 
 On behalf of Ministry of Railways the 
agreement has been signed by Shri Vinod 
Kumar, Executive Director/Safety 
(coordination), Railway Board whereas it has 
been signed by Shri Renato Mazzoncini, CEO of 
FS Group, Italy. 
 

The cooperation areas identified in this MoU 
includes: 
1. Safety audit of Indian Railways and measures 
required for enhancing safety in train operation,. 
2. Assessment and certification of advanced 
technology based safety products and systems to 
Safety Integrity Level (SIL4). 

3. Training and competency development with 
focus of safety, Modern trends in Maintenance 
and diagnostic etc. 
 Ferrovie Dello Stato Italiane Group (FS 
Group) is a fully owned company of the Italian 
Government working in the Railway Sector and 
is under Ministry of Treasure, Itlay. 
 The Group, with its technical and managerial 
railway expertise, widely recognized at 
international level, is one of the most advanced 
worldwide player in many field, such as design 
and realization of High Speed and Conventional 
Lines, Safety Systems, Certification, Training 
and Operation and Maintenance. 
 
MoU between India and World Bank 
 On 1 February 2017; Government of India 
and the World Bank today signed a US$ 201.50 
million credit agreement for Third Technical 
Education Quality Improvement Project (TEQIP 
III). 
The objective of this project is as follows: 
(1) To enhance the quality and equity of 
engineering education across several focus 
states in India. 
(2) To strengthen engineering education in 
India’s low-income, hill states and states of the 
North East viz. Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, 
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand. 
(3) To produce higher quality and more 
employable engineers. 
(4) To scale up post-graduate education, 
research, development and innovation at these 
institutions. 
 The closing date of TEQIP III is March 31, 
2022. 
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PLANNING & PROJECT 
Orientation programme for Pradhan 
Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras 
 On 10th February, 2017, Union Minister of 
Chemicals & Fertilizers and Parliamentary 
Affairs, Ananth Kumar inaugurated and 
presided over the orientation programme for the 
district conveners of National Yuva Cooperative 
Society for launching of Pradhan Mantri 
Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras (PMBJKs) in the 
country. 
 The scheme of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushadhi Kendras will be implemented by 
Bureau of Pharma Public Sector Undertakings 
of India. 
 The workshop was targeted to educate and 
channelize youth to synergize their efforts for 
taking ahead the mission to open 3000 PMBJKs 
by March 2017. 
 As a follow up activity to the MoU signed 
earlier between Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India 
(BPPI) and NYCS for establishing 1000 
PMBJKs in the country, the workshop served 
the purpose of laying the details of the Pradhan 
Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana 
(PMBJP). 
 Representatives from 24 States and 106 
districts from across the country attended the 
programme to further help spread the scheme in 
their respective zones and bring momentum in 
opening of PMBJKs. 
 PMBJKs, are inspired to be based on 3As – 
Authenticity, Availability and Affordability. 
Background: 
 The branded (Generic) medicines are sold at 
significantly higher prices than their unbranded 
generic equivalents in the market. These 
medicines are identical in the therapeutic value. 
Given the widespread poverty across the 
country, making generic medicines available at 
reasonable price in the market would benefit 
poor. 
 With this objective, the Pharma Advisory 
Forum in its meeting held on 23rd April, 2008, 
decided to launch the Jan Aushadhi Campaign – 
starting with the sale of generic medicines 
through dedicated sales outlets called Pradhan 

Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendra in various 
districts of the country. 
Role of Bureau of Pharma Public Sector 
Undertakings of India- 
 Make quality generic medicines available at 
affordable prices for all.  
 Marketing of generic drugs through the 
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya. 
 Janaushadhi Kendra (PMBJK) Procurement 
of medicines from Central pharma PSUs and 
Private Sectors.  
 Monitoring proper running of PMBJK. 
 
Measles and Rubella Immunization 
Programme 
 On 5 February 2017; Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare launched Measles Rubella (MR) 
vaccination campaign in the country at a 
function in Bengaluru. 
 The campaign against these two diseases will 
start from five States/UTs (Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, Puducherry, Goa and Lakshadweep) 
covering nearly 3.6 crore target children. 
 Following the campaign, Measles-Rubella 
vaccine will be introduced in routine 
immunization. 
 It will replace the currently given two doses 
of measles vaccine, at 9-12 months and 16-24 
months of age. 
 The MR campaign targets around 41 crore 
children across the country, the largest ever in 
any campaign. 
 All children aged between 9 months and less 
than 15 years will be given a single shot of 
Measles-Rubella (MR) vaccination irrespective 
of their previous measles/rubella vaccination 
status or measles/rubella disease status. 
 MR vaccine will be provided free- of- cost 
across the states from session sites at schools as 
well as health facilities and outreach session 
sites. 
 Measles is a deadly disease and one of the 
important causes of death in children. It is 
highly contagious and spreads through coughing 
and sneezing of an infected person. 
 Rubella is generally a mild infection, but has 
serious consequences if infection occurs in 
pregnant women, causing congenital rubella 
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syndrome (CRS), which is a cause of public 
health concern. 
 In 2010, an estimated 1,03,000 children were 
born with CRS (congenital rubella syndrome) 
globally, of which around 47,000 children. 
 Globally, in 2015, measles killed an estimated 
1, 34,200 children—mostly under-5 years. In 
India, it killed an estimated 49,200 children.  
 
First ever training center dedicated for 
Para Athletes 
 On 5 February 2017; Sports Minister Vijay 
Goel laid the Foundation Stone at Gandhinagar, 
Gujarat for the first ever training center 
dedicated for Para Athletes. 
 The center is proposed for an estimated 
budget of over Rs. 50 crores. 
 It will have the World Class facilities where 
Para athletes will be trained for various 
International Competitions including Asian 
Games, Common Wealth Games and Olympic 
Games and will also here Classification center. 
 The center will also hold Seminars, 
Educational Programmes and Workshops 
throughout the year with the help of 
International Paralympic Committee. 
 The center will have the following facilities 
for Para athletes like Indoor Hall (64m x 42m) 
fully AC, Elite Hostel (100 bedded) fully AC, 
VIP Accommodation for Foreign Guest (20 nos) 
AC and Open land for warmup. 
 The entire project will be constructed by 
CPWD in coordination with the various Experts 
and Consultants having full accessibility as per 
the norms of IPC. 
 STC Para training center will provide 
facilities for training in the following identified 
sports disciplines in the age group 14 – 20 years. 
 With a total strength of 50 (Boys & Girls), 
Annual budget for this scheme is Rs. 50 lacs, all 
the selected para athletes will be accommodated 
in Elite Hostel. 
 Facilities like Lodging / Boarding, Sports 
Kits, Competition exposure, Medical Insurance 
will be provided under the STC Scheme. 
 
DARPGSEVA 
 On 1 February 2017; Department of 
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances 

(DARPG), Ministry of Personnel, Public 
Grievances and Pensions has started its Twitter 
Seva. 
 The Twitter Handle is ‘DARPGSEVA’. 
 The Twitter Seva aims to address issues 
relating to the DARPG like Public Grievances 
and Administrative Reforms etc. 
 The Twitter Seva will enable the DARPG to 
reach out to the common public and various 
stakeholders for facilitating redress of 
grievances and other issues of importance 
relating to the department. 
 The mission of DARPG is to foster 
excellence in governance and pursuit of 
administrative reforms through improvements in 
Government policies as well as processes, 
promoting citizen-centric governance with 
emphasis on grievance redressal. 
 
National Action Plan for Children, 
2016 
 On 24 January 2017; National Action Plan for 
Children, 2016 (NPAC) was launched in New 
Delhi. 
 The Action Plan has four key priority areas; 
survival, health and nutrition; education and 
development; protection and participation. 
 The NPAC defines objectives, sub-objectives, 
strategies, action points and indicators for 
measuring progress under the four key priority 
areas and also identifies key stakeholders for the 
implementation of different strategies. 
 The plan also puts focus on new and 
emerging concerns for children such as online 
child abuse, children affected by natural and 
man-made disasters and climate change, etc. 
 The strategies and action points largely draw 
upon the existing programmes and schemes of 
various Ministries/Departments. 
 However, for new and emerging issues 
related to children; it also suggests formulation 
of new programmes and strategies, as required. 
 The plan takes into account the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and provides a 
roadmap towards achieving them though co-
ordination and convergence with different 
stakeholders. 
 The National Policy for Children (2013) 
provides for formation of a National Co-
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ordination and Action Group (NCAG) under the 
Ministry of Women and Child Development to 
coordinate and implement the plan and monitor 
the progress with other Ministries concerned as 
its members. 
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COMMISSION & 
COMMITTEE 

Sub-committee of Council of Ministers 
to prepare a blue print of Integrated 
Dairy Complexes 
 On 14 February 2017; Haryana Cabinet 
decided to constitute a sub-committee of 
Council of Ministers to prepare a blue print of 
Integrated Dairy Complexes in all cities of the 
State. 
 The committee consists of Agriculture 
Minister Om Parkash Dhankhar, Urban Local 
Bodies Minister Kavita Jain and Minister of 
State for Cooperation Munish Kumar Grover. 
 The committee will submit its report within a 
month. 
 Areas around the towns where dairy, fodder 
and vegetable market could be set up would be 
known as integrated dairying complex. 

 

CONFERENCE 
Second edition of “Hunar Haat” 
 On 11 February 2017; Union Minister of 
State for Minority Affairs (Independent Charge) 
and Parliamentary Affairs Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi inaugurated the second edition of “Hunar 
Haat”. 
 With the theme “Craft Aur Cuisine Ka 
Sangam”, the second “Hunar Haat” is being 
organized from 11th to 26th February, 2017 at 
State Emporia Complex, Baba Kharak Singh 
Marg, Connaught Place. 
 It is being organized by the Minority Affairs 
Ministry to encourage, promote and provide 
national and international market to master 
artisans/craftsmen belonging to the Minority 
communities from across the country. 
 “Hunar Haat” is being organized through 
National Minorities Development & Finance 
Corporation (NMDFC) under USTTAD 
(Upgrading the Skills & Training in Traditional 
Arts/Crafts for Development) scheme of 
Ministry of Minority Affairs. 
 A total of 100 artisans and 30 culinary experts 
from about 24 states and Union Territories are 
participating at about 130 stalls in the second 
“Hunar Haat”, which also has “Bawarchikhana” 

where various cuisine from different parts of the 
country are being showcased and the visitors 
can enjoy them. 
 For the first time in this exhibition very 
exquisite pieces of Handicraft & Handloom 
work like Makrana Marble products, Bandhej 
from Sikar, Mojri from Rajasthan, Banjara 
Embroidery from Telangana, Handmade Locks 
& Door Handles along with Phool-Patti works 
from Aligarh, Cocoon decorated products from 
Nagaland, Mizoram Traditional Crafts, etc are 
being showcased and sold. 
 The first “Hunar Haat”, was organized in 
November, 2016 during International Fair at 
Pragati Maidan. 
 He also launched Facebook Page of second 
“Hunar Haat” as 
https://www.facebook.com/hunarhaat17/. 
 
Festival of India being organised in 
Senegal 
 A Festival of India is being organized in 
Senegal from 26 January – 28 February, 2017. 
 The Festival will showcase diverse Indian 
culture, i.e. classical and folk dance, music and 
Exhibition on Mahatma Gandhi. 
 It held in the capital City of Dakar. 
 
17th International Counter Terrorism 
Seminar 
 On 8 February 2017; Minister of State for 
Information and Broadcasting Col. 
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore inaugurated the 
17th International Seminar on Counter 
Terrorism, in Manesar, Haryana. 
 The two day (8-9 February 2017) 
International Seminar on Counter Terrorism is 
being organised by National Security Guard. 
 The theme of the two-day seminar is 
synergizing the national and international 
Special Forces to meet challenges of terrorism 
and Improvised Explosive Devices (IED). 
 During the event, a Counter Terrorism Expo 
is being organized to showcase the latest 
equipment in the field of counter terrorism. 
 

BES EXPO 2017 
 On 2 February 2017: Minister of State for 
Information and Broadcasting, Col. 

https://www.facebook.com/hunarhaat17/
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Rajyavardhan Rathore inaugurated the 
ceremony of the 23rdInternational Conference 
& Exhibition on Terrestrial and Satellite 
Broadcasting – BES EXPO 2017. 
 The theme of the conference is “Hybrid 
Technologies in Broadcasting- BES EXPO 
2017”. 
 On this occasion Minister of State for 
Information & Broadcasting, Col. Rajyavardhan 
Rathore along with the other dignitaries 
felicitated the winners of the awards constituted 
by Broadcast Engineering Society in various 
categories such as broadcasting, engineering, 
training and innovation. 
 The life time achievement award was 
conferred to BB Srivastava for his outstanding 
contributions to the FM industry. 
 
North East Film Festival-2017 
 The three-day (28th to 30th January) North 
East Film Festival (NEFF) National Film 
Archive of India, Pune. 
 Secretary, I&B, Ajay Mittal has inaugurated 
the event. 
 It served as a unique window to the films, 
food, and culture and handicrafts diversity of 
North East and enabled the cultural 
amalgamation of the region with the rest of the 
country. 
 The objective was to sensitise people from 
other regions to the culture of the North East. 
 The opening film for this festival 
“Kothanodi” by the debut director Bhaskar 
Hazarik. 
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SPORTS 
Australian Open-2017 
 The 2017 Australian Open was a tennis 
tournament that took place at Melbourne Park 
from 16 to 29 January 2017. 
 It was the 105th edition of the Australian 
Open, and the first Grand Slam tournament of 
the year 2017. 
Result of the competition: 
Men’s Singles: 
 Winner-Roger Federer (Switzerland) 
 Runner-Rafael Nadal (Spain) 
Women’s Singles: 
 Winner-Serena Williams (US) 
 Runner-Venus Williams (US) 
Men’s Doubles: 
 Winner-Henri Kontinen (Finland) and John 
Pearce (Australia) 
 Runner-Bob Bryan and Mike Bryan (Both are 
of USA) 
Women’s Doubles: 
 Winner-Bethanie Mattek Sands(USA) and 
Lucy Safarov (Czech Republic) 
 Runner- Andrea Hlavackova (Czech 
Republic) and Peng Shuai (China) 
Mixed Doubles: 
 Winner-Abigail Spears (USA) and Juan 
Sebastian cabal (Colombia) 
 Runner- Sania Mirza(India) and Ivan 
Dodig(Croatia) 
 Serena Williams won the Australian Open-
2017 and also her 23rd major title, breaking the 
record she had shared with Steffi Gra (22 titles). 
 Venus Williams became the oldest Australian 
Open finalist in Open Era history when she 
captured the 50th Australian Open. 
 The oldest player to become finalist of any 
grand slam is Martina Navratilova, then 37 and 
258 days, at Wimbledon in 1994. 
 This was Roger Federer’s record 18th (the 
most men’s singles) Grand Slam title. Federer 
the previously won Wimbledon in 2012. 
 Roger Federer became the second oldest (35 
years, 05 months, 22 days) to win Australian 
Open in Open Era. 
 
 

India won one match test series against 
Bangladesh 1-0 
   India on 13 February 2017 won the one-match 
Test series against Bangladesh 1-0. In the 
match played at Rajiv Gandhi International 
Stadium in Hyderabad, India defeated 
Bangladesh by 208 runs. 
   Chasing a target of 459, the visitors were 
bundled out for 250, just before a tea break on 
the final day of the match. 
   Spinners Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra 
Jadeja continued their magic with the ball as 
they bagged 4 wickets apiece in the second 
innings. Pacer Ishant Sharma took two. Earlier, 
Bangladesh had resumed their second innings at 
the overnight score of 103 for 3. 
   Earlier on 12 February 2017, India had 
declared their second innings at 159 for 4, after 
bundling out Bangladesh for 388. in the first 
innings, the hosts had posted a mammoth 687 
for 6 declared after opting to bat. The win is 
India's sixth successive series victory. 
   With this victory in Test, Virat Kohli became 
the first Test batsman to hit double hundreds in 
four consecutive series. He also scored the most 
Test runs of 1206 in a home season. The 
sixth successive test victory helped Kohli to 
become the first Indian captain to win six 
successive Test series. 
   In addition to this. Kohli's tally of 19 Tests 
without a defeat as a captain also stands as a 
record for India. The previous record was held 
by Sunil Gavaskar. He had a record of winning 
18 Tests between January 1976 and January 
1980. 
   Besides, Ashwin became the fastest bowler 
everto take 250 Test wickets.  
• Man of the match: Virat Kohli 
Score Board  
1st Innings 
• India: 687/6 declared  •Bangladesh: 388/10 
2nd Innings 
•India: 159/4 declared  • Bangladesh: 250/10 
 

 

India U-19 Team clinches One-Day 
International series against England, 
3-1 
   The fifth One-Day International (ODI) 
between India Under-19 and their English 
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counterparts ended in a tie after India lost its 
final wicket on the last ball of the match. The 
5th match was held on 8 February 2017 at the 
Wankhede Stadium. 
   With the 5th ODI ending in a tie, India won the 
series by 3-1. 
   In the 5th ODI, England scored a modest 227. 
India needed one run off the last ball with just 
one wicket in hand, but pacer Ishan Porel 
faltered at the last moment and was caught by 
Max Holden off Liam White. 
Series report- 
• 4th One-Day Internationa!: The Indian 
Under-19 cricket team defeated England by 230 
runs in the fourth match. The match was held on 
6 February 2017 at the Wankhede Stadium. In 
this match, India U-19 posted their second 
highest total; the worst being 425 for three 
against Scotland U-19 in Dhaka in 2004. 
• 3rd One-Day International: India Under-19 
team defeated England by seven wickets. The 
match was held on 3 February2017 at the 
Brabourne Stadium, Mumbai. 
• 2nd One-Day International: India Under-19 
team won the match by 129 runs. The match 
was held on 1 February 20t7 at the Brabourne 
Stadium, Mumbai. 
• 1st One-Day International: England U-19 
defeated India in the opening game of the five-
match series. India were all out for 233 in 42.5 
overs. The match was played on 30 January 
2017 at the Wankhede stadium. 
 
India Win 3rd T20 Vs England and 
India Win T20 Series 2-1 
India beat England in 3rd T20 match 
in Bengaluru, Chinna Swamy Stadium on 
Wednesday, February 1, 2017, and India also 
win the 3 match T20 series with 2-1. England 
had won the toss, and England Skipper Eoin 
Morgan invite India in to bat. Suresh Raina (63) 
and MS Dhoni (56) who struck fifties to power   
India to a huge total 202/6. Yuvraj Singh 
blockbuster cameo of 27 runs in which he 
blasted three sixes in one over of Jordan. Raina 
and KL Rahul made full use of the batting 
friendly conditions, to take the score past 50-run 
mark within the powerplay overs, it is the first 
time in the series by either side. 

   England’s innings began in a similar fashion 
as that of India’s. They lost an early wicket in 
Sam Billings, went past 50 runs in the 
Powerplay. Root and Morgan stitching 64-run 
stand for the third wicket. England scored 127 
all out in 16.3 overs. 
Scorecard- 
1st T20 - January 26 (Thursday) - Kanpur (Green 
Park) - England won by 7 wickets  
2nd T20 - January 29 (Sunday) - Nagpur 
(Vidarbha Cricket Association Stadium) - India 
won by 5 runs  
3rd T20 - February 1 (Wednesday) - Bengaluru 
(M Chinnaswamy Stadium) - India won by 75 
runs  
 
Hockey India League-2017 
 The 2017 Hockey India League, known as 
Coal India Hockey India League for sponsorship 
reasons, was the fifth season of the Hockey 
India League. 
 It was held between 21 January and 26 
February 2017. 
 Six teams (Delhi Waveriders, Kalinga 
Lancers, Dabang Mumba, Punjab Warriors, 
Ranchi Rays and Uttar Pradesh Wizards) played 
34 matches in six venues. 
 The final match was played in Sector 42 
Stadium, Chandigarh. 
Result of the tournament- 
 Kalinga Lancers beat Dabang Mumbai by 4–1 
in the final to win the title. 
 This was their first title. 
 Kalinga Lancers, the Winner of Coal India 
Hockey India League won a prize money of Rs 
2 crores 50 lakhs. 
 Dabang Mumbai, the 1st Runner up of Coal 
India Hockey India League won a prize money 
of Rs 1 crore 25 lakhs. 
 Uttar Pradesh Wizards, the 2nd Runner up of 
Coal India Hockey India League, was awarded 
prize money of Rs 75 lakhs. 
 The Fair Play Trophy was awarded to the 
Kalinga Lancers. 
 Florian Fuchs of Dabang Mumbai won the 
Hero Achiever Award for Upholding the Spirit 
of Hockey and also received a prize money of 
Rs 10 lakhs. 
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 Moritz Fuerste and Glenn Turner of Kalinga 
Lancers were declared joint winners of the 
Dhruv Batra Maximum Goal Awards and were 
presented with prize money of Rs 20 lakhs 
 Harmanpreet Singh won the Ponty Chadha 
Upcoming player of the tournament award and 
was presented with a prize money of Rs 20 
lakhs. 
 Florian Fuchs of Dabang Mumbai was 
declared the Most Valuable Player of 
Tournament and was awarded a prize money of 
Rs. 50 lakhs. 
 Kalinga Lancers’ Glenn Turner and Moritz 
Fürste finished as the tournament’s joint top 
scorers with 12 goals each. 
 
India to host World Billiards 
Championship 
 According to the announcement by the 
Billiards and Snoooker Federation of India 
(BSFI) India will host the World Billiards 
Championship for the next four years. 
 This was announced on 6 February 2017 by 
Billiards and Snoooker Federation of India 
(BSFI) secretary S Balasubramaniam. 
 This will be the only World Championship 
recognized by all as the earlier one being held 
by the World Billiards Limited will not take 
place now. 
 In 2016, the World Billiards Championship 
was held in Bengaluru. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

 

AWARDS 
 
26th Vyas Samman 2016 
 On 16 February 2017; renowned Hindi writer 
Surinder Verma has been chosen for “Vyas 
Samman” for 2016, for his novel “Kaatna shami 
ka vriksha padma-pankhuri ki dhar se”. 
 The K K Birla foundation announced the 
conferment of prize on the Jhansi-born 76-
yearold, who will be the 26th recipient of the 
award. 
 Selection committee constituted under the 
chairmanship of President Dr Vishwanath 
Prasad Tiwari of Sahitya Akademi. 
 Besides Mr Tiwari, the members of the 
selection committee included Mridula Garg, 
Professor Ramji Tewari, Professor Pandey 
Shashibhushan Shitanshu, Professor Rajendra 
Gautam and Professor Suresh Rituprana, 
Director of K K Birla Foundation. 
 He has already been decorated with the 
Sangeet Natak Academi in 1992 and the Sahitya 
Akademi Samman in 1996. 
 The renowned author has penned famous 
novels like “Mujhe Chand Chahiyae” and 
dramas like “Surya ki antim Kiran se surya ki 
pehle kiran tak” and “Kayde hayat”. 
 The award was instituted by the K.K. Birla 
Foundation in 1991. 
 It is awarded annually for an exceptional 
contribution made by Hindi writers towards the 
language and his work published in past 10 
years. 
 The award carries monetary award of 3.5 lakh 
rupees, a citation and a plaque. 
 
Genesis Prize -2017 
 On 5 February 2017; Britain-based Indian-
origin artist and human rights activist Anish 
Kapoor has been honoured with the 2017 
Genesis Prize given by the Genesis Prize 
Foundation. 
 The prize was awarded by the Genesis Prize 
Foundation, the Government of Israel and the 
Jewish Agency on February 5, 2017. 
 He was awarded with the $1 million award 
money. 

 The prize was instituted in 2012, and dubbed 
the Jewish Nobel. 
 It is given to individuals who have attained 
excellence and international renown in their 
chosen professional fields, and who inspire 
others through their engagement and dedication 
to the Jewish community and/or the state of 
Israel. 
 
Miss Universe-2016 
 Miss Universe 2016, the 65th Miss Universe 
pageant, was held on 30 January 2017 at the 
Mall of Asia Arena, Pasay, Metro Manila, 
Philippines. 
 Pia Wurtzbach of the Philippines crowned her 
successor Iris Mittenaere of France at the end of 
the event. 
 This is the second time in the history of the 
competition that the pageant skipped the entire 
year, following the 2014 pageant which was 
held in January 2015. 
 Mittenaere is the first European to be 
crowned Miss Universe in 14 years, the last 
being Oxana Fedorova in 2002. 
 First and second runner-ups were Miss Haiti 
(Raquel Pelissier) and Miss Colombia (Andrea 
Tovar). 
 The top finalists hailed from Kenya, 
Indonesia, Mexico, Peru, Panama, Colombia, 
Philippines, Canada, Brazil, France, Haiti, 
Thailand and the U.S. 
 This was the first time Sierra Leone entered 
the competition and was represented by Hawa 
Kamara. 
 Roshmita Hrimurthy represented India in the 
competition. 
 Malaysia was represented by Indian origin 
Kiran Jassal. 
 Former Miss Universe Sushmita Sen was 
present in the judging panel of 65th edition of the 
Miss Universe pageant. 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 
Brand Ambassador for Swachh Bharat 
Mission 
 On 23 February 2017; government of India 
has named actress Shilpa Shetty as a brand 
ambassador for the cleanliness initiative Swachh 
Bharat Mission. 
 She will feature in TV and radio campaigns 
aimed at discouraging people from littering on 
roads. 
 It should be known that she is latest entrant in 
the list of the missions ambassadors like 
Amitabh Bachchan, Salman Khan, Shankar 
Mahadevan and Sachin Tendulkar. 
 
Jovenel Moise sworn in as Haiti’s new 
president 
 On 7th February, 2017, Jovenel Moise was 
sworn in as 58th president of Haiti at a ceremony 
at the National Assembly. 
 His predecessor, Michel Martelly, stood down 
a year ago at the end of his term, and was 
replaced by an interim president. 
 Mr. Moise won the October 2015 poll, but the 
election was annulled for alleged fraud. 
 Mr. Moise won in the first round, with some 
55% of the vote against 20% for his closest 
rival, Jude Celestin. 
   Jovenel Moise is a banana exporter and has 
never held a public office before. 
 Jovenel Moise inherits a government still 
reeling from an electoral crisis that had left the 
presidency vacant since early 2016 
 Recovering the nation devastated by 
earthquakes, poverty elimination and 
development are some of the main challenges 
before Mr. Moise. 
 According to the World Bank, Haiti’s 
economic growth continues to “decelerate due to 
lower investments, uncertain political 
environment and a modest recovery of the 
agricultural sector after a severe drought. 
 
Bano Qudsia 
 Renowned Pakistani Urdu novelist and 
playwright Bano Qudsia passed away on 4 
February 2017. She was 88. 

 Bano Qudsia was born in Ferozpur, Punjab 
(British India) on November 28, 1928. 
 Qudsia is best known for her novel Raja 
Gidh. 
 Among her more prominent writings are 
Aatish-i-zer-i-paa, Aik Din, Amer Bail, Asay 
Pasay, Chahar Chaman, Chhotaa Sheher Baray 
Log, Footpath ki Ghaas, Haasil Ghaat and Hawa 
Kay Naam. 
 Her most famous playwrights include 
Tamasil, Hawa ke Naam, Seharay and Khaleej. 
 The Government of Pakistan also recognised 
her contributions to her field and she was 
bestowed with Sitara-e-Imtiaz in 2003 and the 
Hilal-e-Imtiaz in 2010. 
 Pakistan Academy of Letters honoured the 
renowned author by awarding her with Kamale- 
Fun Award in 2010. 
 
Ashok Amritraj 
 On 27 January 2017 Award-winning 
Hollywood film producer and Wimbledon tennis 
player, Ashok Amritraj has been appointed the 
United Nations in India Goodwill Ambassador 
for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
Amritraj is the first Ambassador for the UN in 
India. Ashok Amritraj has made over 100 films 
during the span of his 30-year extraordinary 
career garnering global acclaim. 
 It may be recalled that in September 2015, at 
the UN General Assembly, 193 countries 
adopted arguably the most ambitious global 
agenda of our times, The 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development – a plan of action for 
people, planet, prosperity and peace. 
   India played an important role in shaping the 
global agenda and is critical to its success. 
 UN Goodwill Ambassadors aim to generate 
momentum and commitment to achieve the 
SDGs by 2030 and to foster engagement of new 
stakeholders in the implementation of these 
Goals. The United Nations has a long history of 
close co-operation with the Government of India 
and presently the United Nations system in India 
includes 26 organizations that have the privilege 
to serve in the country. 
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Vikram Limaye the new CEO, MD of 
NSE 
 On 3rd February, 2017 Leading stock 
exchange NSE (National Stock Exchange) 
selected IDFC chief Vikram Limaye as its new 
CEO and Managing Director, two months after 
the sudden exit of Chitra Ramkrishna from the 
top post. 
 The approval of the board, chaired by Ashok 
Chawla, came after a four-member search panel 
suggested Limaye’s name from amongst the 
shortlisted candidates. 
 The appointment would also need capital 
market regulator SEBI’s approval. 
 Vikram Limaye is commerce graduate and 
MBA in Finance and Multinational 
Management from the Wharton School of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
 Limaye is currently the Managing Director & 
CEO of IDFC. He started his professional career 
with Arthur Andersen in Mumbai in 1987 and 
has also worked with Ernst & Young and 
Citibank. 
 He has also worked at Wall Street for eight 
years with Credit Suisse First Boston. 
 Limaye has contributed to various committees 
of government and industry associations on a 
range of topics surrounding infrastructure, 
economic policy, markets and trade. 
 The appointment comes at a time when the 
exchange is preparing to launch its IPO 
estimated to be worth over Rs 10,000 crore. 
 
First Transgender Model to walk at an 
Indian Fashion Week 
 On 3rd February, 2017, Anjali Lama made 
history at India’s Lakmé Fashion Week by being 
the first transgender model to walk at an Indian 
fashion week. 
 Anjali 32, was born Nabin Waiba to a family 
of poor farmers in remote Nuwakot in 
mountainous Nepal. 
 Lama spent the majority of her life tackling 
discrimination and prejudice. 
 As a child she was bullied at school, while at 
home she was pressured to conform to gender 
stereotypes by her family members. 
 At the age of 18, Lama moved to Nepal’s 
capital city, Kathmandu, where her struggle with 

gender identity continued. 
 In 2014 she featured in a documentary titled 
“Anjali: Living inside Someone Else’s Skin” in 
which she said she hoped to become completely 
female one day. 
 
Joginder Singh 
 On 3rd February 2017 Former CBI chief 
Joginder Singh passed away. He was 77. 
 He was the CBI director between 1996-97. 
 CBI under him probed large number of 
sensitive cases including Bofors, fodder scam, 
securities scam, the JMM MPs bribery scandal, 
Rs 133 crore urea scam e.t.c. 
 He was 1961 batch IPS officer of Karnataka 
cadre. 
 A prolific writer, Singh, penned over 25 
books on various subjects after retiring from the 
service. 
 
P.V.K. Reddy 
 On 1 February 2017; P.V. K. Reddy, has been 
appointed as Director General (Investigation), 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). 
 His tenure will start from the date of joining 
the post and up to the date of his superannuation 
i.e. 30.4.2017 or until further orders, whichever 
is earlier. 
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YEAR, DAY & WEEK 
International Mother Language Day 
• UNESCO celebrated International Mother 
Language Day (IMLD) on February 21, 2017. 
• The theme of this year’s International Mother 
Language Day was “Towards Sustainable 
Futures through Multilingual Education”. 
• In line with the theme of this day education in 
mother tongue and other languages was 
encouraged to foster sustainable development. 
• It is through the mastery of the first language 
or mother tongue that the basic skills of reading, 
writing and numeracy are acquired. 
• Local languages, especially minority and 
indigenous, transmit cultures, values and 
traditional knowledge and play an important role 
in promoting sustainable futures. 
 
World Cancer Day 
 On 4 February 2017 World Cancer Day was 
celebrated across the world. 
 The World Cancer Day 2017 has a theme 
called ‘We can. I can’. 
 The main aim of the World Cancer Day is to 
reduce the problems caused due to the deadly 
disease by 2020. 
 It is a three-year campaign for the World 
Cancer Day in 2016, 2017 and 2018. 
 The campaign was created to focus on how 
people on an individual or collective level can 
do their bit to reduce the increasing cases of 
cancer. 
 World Cancer Day was founded by the Union 
for International Cancer Control (UICC) to 
support the goals of the World Cancer 
Declaration, written in 2008. 
 Union for International Cancer Control was in 
1933 and based in Geneva, Switzerland, UICC 
has a membership of over 800 organisations 
across 155 countries, and features the world’s 
major cancer societies, ministries of health, 
research institutes and patient groups. 
 Currently, 8.2 million people die from cancer 
worldwide every year, out of which, 4 million 
people die prematurely (aged 30 to 69 years) 
 

 

World Wetlands Day 
 2 February each year is World Wetlands Day. 
This day marks the date of the adoption of the 

Convention on Wetlands on 2 February 1971, in 
the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of the 
Caspian Sea. 
 This year World Wetland Day is being 
celebrated in collaboration with the Government 
of Madhya Pradesh at Bhoj Wetlands, Bhopal, 
which is one of the 26 Ramsar sites that India 
has designated under the Ramsar Convention. 
 The theme of World Wetlands Day for 2017 
is ‘Wetlands for Disaster Risk Reduction’. 
   This theme has been selected to raise 
awareness on the vital roles of healthy wetlands 
in reducing the impacts of extreme events on 
communities and in helping to build resilience. 
 The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA), 
Chennai, under the Ministry of Environ and 
Forest, has planned two events to spread public 
awareness about conservation of Wetlands. The 
first is a radio-outreach and awareness 
generation campaign and second a school 
outreach programme. 
Importance of Wetlands- 
 Wetlands support human well-being in a 
number of ways. As ‘kidneys of landscape’, 
wetlands receive flows of water and waste from 
upstream sources. They help stabilize water 
supplies, cleanse polluted waters, protect 
shorelines and recharge groundwater aquifers. 
 Wetlands are our natural buffers against 
increasing risk of floods, droughts and tropical 
cyclones. Wetlands can act as sponges, storing 
peak rainfall and releasing water gradually 
during lean season. 
 The floods in Kashmir Valley in September, 
2014 and Chennai city in December, 2015 are 
reminders of the ways wetland destruction can 
make lives vulnerable. 
 Super Cyclone Kalinga of 1999, Indian Ocean 
Tsunami of 2004 and Phailin of 2013 underline 
the role coastal wetlands can play in buffering 
communities from impacts of these cyclones and 
wave surges. 
 
Wetland convention and India- 
 India is a party to the Convention since 1982 
and committed to the Ramsar approach of wise 
use of wetlands. 
 The Ministry of Environment and Forest 
accords high priority to wetlands conservation, 
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and has a dedicated scheme of ‘National Plan 
for Conservation of Aquatic Ecosystems’ 
(NPCA) to support State Governments in 
integrated management of these ecosystems. 
   Till date, over 170 wetlands have been 
covered under the programme. 
 The Ministry has also introduced Wetlands 
(Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010 as 
the regulatory framework for conserving 
wetlands of the country. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
PM Narendra Modi unveils 112 foot 
Shiva Statue in Coimbatore 
   Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled a 
112-feet-tall Lord Shiva statue on the occasion 
of Mahashivratri on February 24, 2017 at Isha 
Foundation in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. The 
statue is dedicated to Adiyogi, an incarnation of 
Lord Shiva who is considered to be the first of 
yogis. It is made of steel and weighs 500 tonnes. 
On this occasion, PM Modi also released the 
book ‘Adiyoga: The source of Yoga’, which 
deals with yogic sciences 
 
Solar Power Systems Mandatory for 
Private Schools 
 On 23 February 2017; Haryana government 
has made it mandatory for all private schools to 
install solar systems. 
 It has been done so, to make the schools self-
sufficient in the field of electricity. 
 A special grant at the rate of Rs 20,000 per 
kilowatt is being given to these schools for 
installing solar power plants. 
 This exercise will cut down the electricity 
bills of the schools and this process will help to 
generate more power. 
 
Fairy Queen’ Ready to Haul Heritage 
Train Once Again 
 The ‘Fairy Queen’, the oldest surviving 
functional steam engine in the world is once 
again ready to haul a heritage train from 
National Capital Delhi to Rewari, Haryana after 
a gap of 5 years. 
 This train will run between Delhi Cantt. 
Station and Rewari from 11th February 2017 for 
a single day trip. 
 The locomotive was constructed by Kitson, 
Thompson and Hewitson at Leeds, in England, 
in 1855, and reached Kolkata in the same year. 
 On arrival, it was given fleet number “22” by 
its owner, the East Indian Railway Company, 
not receiving a name until 1895. 
 Initially, the 5 ft 6 in (1,676 mm) gauge 
locomotive was used to haul light mail trains in 
West Bengal, operating between Howrah and 
Raniganj, and during the Indian Rebellion of 

1857 hauled troop trains. It was later consigned 
to line construction duty in Bihar, where it 
served until 1909. 
 It was restored and given a special spot in the 
newly built National Rail Museum at 
Chanakyapuri, in New Delhi which was opened 
to public 40 years back on 1st February, 1977. 
 It was certified by the Guinness Book of 
Records in 1998 as the world’s oldest steam 
locomotive in regular operation. The following 
year, the train received a National Tourism 
Award for the most innovative and unique 
tourism project. 
 
Braille Atlas for Visually Impaired 
 On 10th February, 2017, The Union Minister 
for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences 
Dr. Harsh Vardhan released the Special Edition 
of “Atlas for Visually Impaired (India)” in 
English Braille in New Delhi. 
 This Braille Atlas has been prepared by 
National Atlas and Thematic Mapping 
Organisation (NATMO) under Department of 
Science & Technology. 
 These atlases will be distributed to various 
schools across the country for educating the 
students with visual challenges. 
 The atlas has 20 maps on different themes 
like physical, socio-economic, river system, 
crops pattern, natural vegetation, cultural, 
metropolitan areas, roads and railways, and 
crops. 
 The Braille atlas has been made using 
indigenously developed silk-screen painting 
technology. 
 In the Braille Atlas, maps are raised and 
embossed with simple lines and point symbols 
to facilitate its users to realize the location and 
area coverage easily distinguishable in terms of 
shapes and textures. 
 This Atlas has been bestowed with National 
award for S&T intervention in empowering the 
physically challenged by the Prime Minister on 
3rd January, 2017 in Indian Science Congress 
held in Tirupati. 
 

What is NATMO? 
 National Atlas and Thematic Mapping 
Organisation (NATMO) is the premier agency 
of applied Geo-Spatial technology and pioneer 
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in Thematic Mapping and Atlas Cartography 
under Department of Science & Technology 
(Ministry of Science & Technology) engaged in 
preparing different thematic maps and atlases 
and other documents on national, state, district, 
block level and many other monograms. 
 
Qatar Airlines: World’s longest 
commercial flight 
 On 5 February 2017; Qatar Airways launched 
world’s longest commercial flight to Auckland, 
New Zealand, from Doha. 
 The world’s longest commercial flight has 
landed in New Zealand after a 9,032-mile 
(14,535 km.) flight from Doha. 
 In keeping with international tradition to 
welcome inaugural flights, the Auckland airport 
rescue service showered the plane with water 
cannons on arrival. 
 In 2015 Emirates airline launched what was 
then world’s longest non-stop scheduled 
commercial flight, with a service from Dubai to 
Auckland, spanning 14,200 km. 
 

*** 
 


